
Look inside
for helpful 
information on...

Drop-Off Recycling Sites
Any City resident can drop off  household 
recyclables at locations City-wide.

K-12 Education Opportunities
Classroom presentations, lesson plans, 
and activities are available to all K-12 
schools and youth groups in the City.

Materials Accepted
Learn which items you can recycle in our 
blue dumpsters and rollcarts.
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Funding for this brochure provided by the
St. Louis-Jeff erson Solid Waste Management District and 

the Missouri Department of Natural Resources

The City of St. Louis wants to keep you informed about 
the wide variety of recycling opportunities available 
to residents.  One of the most exciting developments 
is that the City now collects recyclables as part of the 
basic waste services provided by the Refuse Division.  
Recycling drop-off  sites have also been expanded to 
provide recycling options for households that have 
opted out of the Refuse Division’s services.  Please use 
this guide to learn more about the alternatives for your 
“waste.”  With your help, we can increase the amount 

of valuable resources 
we divert from the 
trash.

Painting the City Blue

www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle
recycle@stlouis-mo.gov

Stay Connected
Get the latest recycling information 
through a variety of sources. 

Beyond The Blue Bin
Find reuse and recycling options for 
items not accepted in our blue recycling 
dumpsters or rollcarts.

Recycling Pick-Up 
Service

Blue recycling dumpsters and rollcarts 
are now available to all households 
serviced by the Refuse Division.
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What’s My Collection Schedule?
If the Refuse Division collects your waste, use the following information to determine your collection days.  The 
collection schedule varies depending on your household location and the type of container you use (alley dumpster 
vs. curbside rollcart). 

Type of Waste Collection
Refuse Division

DUMPSTER
Refuse Division

ROLLCART Private Waste Hauler
Trash Collection Day Monday & Thursday OR Tuesday & Friday Monday OR Tuesday Contact your hauler
Recycling Collection Day Monday OR Tuesday Thursday OR Friday Contact your hauler
Yard Waste Collection Day Thursday OR Friday Wednesday Contact your hauler

Households serviced by the Refuse Division can determine their collection schedule by visiting www.stlouis-mo.gov/
data/address-search/ and entering their address.  Details are posted in the neighborhood services section (accessible 
by clicking on the “Choose More Categories” link).

Frequently
Asked
Questions

What is City Service What is City Service 
vs. Private Service?vs. Private Service?

Households with City waste service pay a 
solid waste fee of $11 per household per 
month and receive recycling collection via 
blue dumpsters (in the alley) or blue rollout 
carts (usually collected in the street).

Households that opt out of the City waste 
service, must hire a private hauler to 
provide waste collection and do not receive 
recycling pick-up service from the City’s 
Refuse Division.  However, many private 
haulers do off er recycling service.  Contact 
your hauler for details.  Additionally, all City 
residents can utilize drop-off  recycling sites 
listed at ww.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle.

Submit Service 
Requests To

What isWhat is
Single Stream Single Stream 

Recycling?Recycling?

Citizens’ Service Bureau
CSB is the customer service department for the City of St. Louis.  

Contact CSB to fi le requests regarding City services.

Web www.stlouis-mo.gov/csb
Phone 314-622-4800

Twitter @stlcsb

Single stream recycling 
is a method of collection 
where all recyclables 
are mixed together in 
the same container 
(separately from trash).  
This type of collection 
makes recycling more 
convenient for residents 

and more cost effective for haulers.  The 
recyclables are then “unmixed” at a Materials 
Recovery Facility (MRF) using a combination 
of hand sorting and mechanical sorting 
equipment.  Once separated,  they’re shipped 
to manufacturers to be recycled into new 
products.

Learn more at www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle
August 2012 Printed on 10% post-consumer recycled paper.



Single Stream RecyclingSingle Stream Recycling
Accepted  MaterialsAccepted  Materials

Aseptic & Gable Top
cartons
packs
pouches

Paper
catalogs & magazines
gift wrap (no foil type)
mail & envelopes (including plastic windows)
newspaper & advertisements
telephone books & paperback books
white, colored, copier, & printer paper

Learn more at www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle
Printed on 10% post-consumer recycled paper. August 2012

Aluminum
bottles & cans
foil
food trays / pie plates

Glass
bottles & jars only
brown, clear, and green only

Steel
Bottles and cans that 
contained:
aerosols
beverages
food

Plastic
Plastics marked with a #1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, or 7 that contained:
beverages
body care products
food

Cardboard
beverage carriers
brown paper bags
corrugated boxes
dry food boxes

Gl

y



Beyond The Blue Bin

Check the Recycling Resources section of our website
to fi nd reuse and recycling options for items listed above.

www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle

Although the City of St. Louis Refuse Division collects only standard household recyclables, such 
as bottles, cans, paper, and cardboard, there are many other organizations that accept items  
otherwise destined for the trash.  You might be surprised to see all of the alternatives that are 
available for your unwanted items. 

Arts & Craft Supplies
Automotive & Household Batteries
Baby Items
Backpacks
Bicycles
Books
Bottle Caps
Building Materials
Cables & Wires
Cars
Cellular Phones

Corks
Crayons
Electronics & Electronic Media
Eyeglasses
Fabric
Filters
Fur
Ink and Toner Cartridges
Keys
Light Bulbs
Light Strands

Medical Equipment
Musical Instruments
Nylon
Organic Material
Packing Peanuts
Plastic Bags
Scrap Metal
Shoes
Sports Equipment
Textiles
Window Glass

Rise To The Challenge

Based on data from The 2006-2007 Missouri Municipal Solid 
Waste Composition Study - MWA, Inc. & MDNR

Composition of St. Louis City Waste

PAPERS
31%

FOOD
14%

PLASTICS
14%

OTHER 
ORGANICS

13%

YARD 
WASTE

13%

GLASS
5%

INORGANICS
5%

METALS
4%

SPECIAL WASTE
1%

Learn more at www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle
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Many St. Louis resident have told us that once they 
started recycling, they couldn’t help but notice how 
much less they’re putting in the trash can.  In many 
cases, our residents are taking out the trash, not 
because it’s full, but because they don’t want the 
garbage stinking up the house.  As excited as we 
are to hear this news, we believe our residents can 
accomplish even more.

If you’re buying products that are made from or 
packaged in non-recyclable materials, we challenge 
you to look for comparable alternatives that are 
recyclable.  Next time you throw something away or 
take out the trash, consider how you might be able 
to prevent that waste in the future.



Learn more at www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle
Printed on 10% post-consumer recycled paper. August 2012

Stay Connected!
Find Us. Like Us. Follow Us. Watch Us.

Website www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle
Facebook www.facebook.com/STLRecyclingProgram
Twitter @CSLRRR
YouTube www.youtube.com/user/STLRecyling
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K-12 Outreach & EducationK-12 Outreach & Education
The Recycling Program offers 
classroom presentations, lesson 
plans, and activities for K-12 schools 
and youth groups located within 
the City.  Our lending library is 
fi lled with recycling related books 

and videos available for teachers, youth leaders, parents, 
guardians, etc.  To request any of these products or services, 
please contact the Citizens’ Service Bureau.  Requests can 
be submitted online at www.stlouis-mo.gov/csb, by phone 
at 314-622-4800, or via Twitter @stlcsb.

…in 2011, City residents recycled 
about 6% of their waste?  Already 
in 2012, City residents have 
increased recycling to 8.5%.  Help 
us recycle even more the rest of 
2012 and beyond!

...in 2011, St. Louis City residents 
buried over $5,100,000 in the 
landfi ll?  For each ton of waste 
we throw away in the trash, we 
have to pay a landfi ll fee.  When 
we recycle, we don’t have to pay 
that landfi ll fee.

...at least 50%  of the trash 
collected from City residents is 
recyclable?

...we could save $2,550,000 
in landfi ll fees each year if we 
recycled 50% of our waste?

...recycling saves money that 
could otherwise be spent on 
essential products and services, 
such as upgrading our out-of-
date fl eet, replacing damaged 
waste dumpsters and rollcarts, 
and covering rising fuel costs?  
When you recycle, you help our 
City become more economically 
sustainable.  Recycling helps our 
City maintain important services 
during these trying times.

Drop-Off Recycling
While recycling dumpsters and roll carts are conveniently 
available to many City residents, there is still a need for 
community drop-off  locations.  All of our recycling 
drop-off  sites are now single-stream, which 
means you can mix all of your recyclables 
together in the same container.  Please note 
that the drop-off  recycling sites are for residential use 
only.  For a list of locations and operating hours, please 
visit our website at www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle or 
e-mail us at recycle@stlouis-mo.gov.



City of St. Louis
Refuse Division
4100 South 1st Street
St. Louis, MO 63118
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Recycling Program
www.stlouis-mo.gov/recycle

recycle@stlouis-mo.gov

Citizens’ Service Bureau
www.stlouis-mo.gov/csb
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