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Drop-off Recycling Now Accepting Additional Materials

Green with Indie Craft Fair - June 5, 2010 (Saturday) - 10am to 6pm

www.greenwithindiecraftshow.com

In 2009, the City of St. Louis collected over 142,000 tons of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) from

residents, not including yard waste or Bulky/B.O.A.T. waste.  MSW is composed of everyday items such

as bottles and cans, food, packaging, paper, textiles, etc.  According to a 2006-2007 Missouri MSW Com-

position Study (http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/recycle/wastecomposition.html)

conducted by the Midwest Assistance Program, at least 37% (by weight) of St.

Louis’ MSW is currently recyclable.  Recently, new opportunities have developed

for materials that were previously not accepted at our drop-off recycling sites.  As

a result,  the following items are now accepted for recycling at the City of St.

Louis’ drop-off locations:

* Aluminum Bottles, Foil, Food Trays, and Pie Plates

* Aseptic Packaging (e.g., juice boxes and pouches)

* Gable Top Containers (e.g., juice and milk cartons)

Note:  Place these materials in the bin labeled “Commingled Containers.”  Temporary signage has

been posted until permanent signage can be updated.

You might ask why you can now recycle materials that were previously

excluded from the recycling bins.  Well, in part, advances in technology have

improved the recycling processes.  But, an even larger influence on whether or

not you can place something in the recycling bin is its market value.  If consum-

ers don’t buy products made from or packaged in post-consumer recycled ma-

terials (materials used and recycled by you), then there is no market for those

materials and no reason to collect them from the recycling bin.  By purchasing

products made from post-consumer recycled content, you drive the market for

those materials and improve the chances that you’ll be able to recycle it in your

bin.

Explore what and where you can recycle, how to prepare your materials for recycling, and prod-

ucts made from post-consumer reused or recycled materials at http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/recycle.

No Impact Man Book Signing - June 7, 2010 (Monday) - 7pm to 830pm

www.slpl.org/events/calendar.asp?selectedEvent=1&selectedBranch=0

Re-Fashion Party - June 12, 2010 (Saturday) - 8pm to 10pm

www.stlouiscraftmafia.com/madeblog

Recycled Art Class:  Moss Terrariums - June 15, 2010 (Tuesday) - 10am to 12pm

www.wholefoodsmarket.com/storesbeta/st-louis/store-calendar/

June 2010 Upcoming Events

Learn to Compost with Worms - June 17, 2010 (Thursday) - 11am to 2pm

www.wholefoodsmarket.com/storesbeta/st-louis/store-calendar/

Recycled Art Class:  Moss Terrariums - June 24, 2010 (Thursday) - 6pm to 8pm

www.wholefoodsmarket.com/storesbeta/st-louis/store-calendar/

Garden with Natives Walking Tour - June 12, 2010 (Saturday) - 6pm to 8pm

www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp/AdultEducWeb/classes.asp

http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/recycle/calendar2010.html
Details available at
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Never Buy Toxic Lighter Fluid Again, Instead...

Recycling and Flooding
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To Subscribe e-mail recycle@stlouis.missouri.org.

 A City of St. Louis Refuse Division Recycling Program Publication

Archived Issues Available at http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/recycle/residentialnewsletter.html.
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World Oceans Day

Where To Recycle Hair and Fur

Unscramble the words below.  Then, reveal the hidden message.  Answers on page 1.

As World Oceans Day attempts to bring awareness to the health of

our oceans on June 8th, a minimum of 6 million gallons of oil will have already

poured out of the Deepwater Horizon well in the Gulf of Mexico, devastating

the environment, economy, and lives of those who rely on the Gulf waters.

While there are many fingers pointing at who was responsible for the failure

of the oil rig, the truth is that our consumption habits drive the oil industry.  The only sure way to prevent

this type of accident from happening again is to reduce our petroleum appetites.  So, what can we do?

Driving less, keeping tires inflated, and investing in fuel-efficient vehicles are excellent conserva-

tion strategies.  Often overlooked, reducing, reusing, and recycling offer additional methods to minimize

the need for oil.  A good example of how recycling can conserve petroleum is the manufacture of plas-

tics.  Most plastics are made from petroleum.  If recycled, new plastic products can be made without  the

need to pump virgin petroleum from the earth.  Thus, fewer oil rigs are needed.

Another way that recycling eases oil consumption is by reducing the fuel consumed from virgin

materials extraction.  When manufacturing products from virgin resources, materials must be extracted

from the earth, which is a very fuel intensive process.  Using recycled materials to manufacture prod-

ucts reduces or eliminates the need for virgin materials extraction.

We can also lessen our reliance on oil by landscaping and/or gardening with native plants.  Be-

cause natives evolved here in Missouri, they have adapted to survive in our climate with our fauna and

can thrive without the application of petroleum-based pesticides or fertilizers.

So as experts work to cap the Deepwater Horizon oil well, remember the things you can do to

reduce our need to drill for oil in the first place.

Clog The Gulf Not Your Tub
Need a haircut?  Maybe you have pets that shed a lot.  Donate hair, fur, fleece, feathers,

and nylons to Matter of Trust, an organization that uses these materials for sopping up

oil spills in our oceans.  Individuals can collect donations from family, friends, neigh-

bors, community groups, etc.  Next time you’re at the salon or pet groomer, ask if they

already participate.  If they don’t, let them know how they could put their hair and fur

trimmings to good use.  Details are available at www.matteroftrust.org.  Other resources for hair/fur

reuse and recycling are available at http://stlouis.missouri.org/citygov/recycle/miscellaneous.htm.


