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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting  
Open Session Minutes  

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 

August 21, 2017 3:30 p.m.  

  

 

  

I. Welcome and Call to Order: 

  

Open Session called to order at 3:37 p.m. by Stephen Rovak. 

  

II. Roll Call and Attendance 

 

Present: Bradley Arteaga, Heather Highland, Jane Abbott- Morris, Stephen H. Rovak, 

Ciera Simril. 

 

Absent were: Aaron Banks and David Bell 

  

Also present were Mark Lawson, Associate City Counselor; Nicolle Barton, Executive 

Director; Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Dorothy Malone, Executive Secretary 

 

 

III. Motion to go into Closed Session: 

 

MOTION 

 

Motion was made by Stephen Rovak to go into closed session for the following purposes: 

        

A. Have confidential communications with legal counsel concerning legal causes of 

action pursuant to Section 610.021, (1) RSMo. 

B. Discuss matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of 

particular employees, pursuant to Section 610.021 (3), RSMo. 

 

Seconded by Heather Highland 

 

Roll Call vote as follows:  

Bradley Arteaga  Aye 

Ciera Simril   Aye 

Jane Abbott-Morris   Aye 

Heather Highland  Aye 

Stephen Rovak  Aye 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 
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Open Session reconvened at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

IV. Approval of July 17, 2017 Open Meeting Minutes 

 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Ciera Simril to approve the open meeting minutes from July 17, 

2017.  Seconded by Jane Abbott-Morris.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

V. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0001 

 

Complainant alleged the officer was rude and disrespectful and would not allow the 

complainant to explain the reasoning for a traffic infraction.  

 

All parties agreed to mediation and mediation was scheduled. The involved officer and 

his/her supervisor appeared for mediation on the agreed date and time. The complainant 

did not show up or call to reschedule the appointment.  

 

COB staff agrees with IAD findings and recommends to close this case per complainant 

was not cooperating with process. 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to agree with IAD findings regarding COB-17-

0001.  Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

VI. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0012 

 

Complainant alleged an officer spoke in an unprofessional manner and accused the 

complainant of lying about an address during the process of registering as a sex offender. 

The complainant also alleged the officer threatened to arrest the complainant’s father for 

verifying the address.  

 

At the time of the complainant interview, the complainant stated they were no longer 

having issues and the sex offender registration was now complete. The complainant 

stated they did not wish to proceed with the complaint process. 
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COB staff agrees with IAD findings and recommends this case be closed as the 

complainant no longer wishes to proceed with complaint.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Ciera Simril to agree with IAD findings per complainant’s request 

to close the complaint. Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

VII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0015 

 

Complainant alleged that officers failed to generate a police report after reporting several 

burglaries of complainant’s home. Complainant also alleged the police failed to generate 

a police report after complaining the landlord was poisoning the complainant and the 

complainant’s cat. 

 

COB staff agrees with IAD findings that there does not appear to be any misconduct on 

behalf of any department members and no further action will be taken at this time.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to agree with IAD findings regarding COB-17-

0015.  Seconded by Ciera Simril.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

VIII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0017 

 

Complainant alleged the police failed to generate a police report after complainant alleges 

they were assaulted by a St. Louis City Library employee. 

 

COB staff agrees with IAD findings that the complaint was resolved and no further action 

will be taken. 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to agree with IAD findings regarding COB-17-

0017.  Seconded by Ciera Simril.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

IX. Discuss Semi-Annual Report 
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Executive Director Nicolle Barton explained how the Semi-Annual Report was designed 

to outline the complaints that were covered during this time. She noted the sections of the 

report and added two new sections with IAD and COB findings and a section outlining 

recommendations made to the police department.  Ciera Simril noted that one of the 

community events was not listed in the report and Nicolle Barton will amend the report to 

reflect that community event.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Jane Abbott-Morris to accept the Semi-Annual report with the 

amendments to add the community outreach event not included. Seconded by Heather 

Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion 

 

 

X. Discuss Board Members initial terms expiring 

 

There will be three Board members whose terms will be expiring at the end of 2017. It 

was indicated that the Board members would like to serve an additional term. Ms. Barton 

will have to send a recommendation to Mayor’s Office to request that the terms are 

extended.  

 

XI. Adjournment 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Heather Highland to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Stephen 

Rovak. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

Next Board Meeting will be on September 18, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. 

Special Session Meeting will be on September 26, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 


