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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting 
Open Session Minutes 

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 
May 20, 2019 

3:30 p.m. 
 
 

I. Welcome and Call to Order: 
 

Open Session called to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call and Attendance: 
 

Present: Bradley Arteaga, David Bell, Daniel Blocher, Heather Highland (by phone), 
Jane Abbott-Morris, Stephen H. Rovak, Ciera Simril 

 
Also present were Nicolle Barton, Executive Director; Mark Lawson, Associate City 
Counselor; Aldin Lolic, Investigator; Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Dorothy Malone, 
Executive Secretary 

 
III. Motion to go into Closed Session: 

 

MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to go into closed session for the following 
purposes: 

 

a. Have confidential communications with legal counsel concerning legal causes of 
action pursuant to Section 610.021, (1) RSMo. 

b. Discuss matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of 
particular employees, pursuant to Section 610.021 (3), RSMo. 

 
       Seconded by Ciera Simril. 
 

Bradley Arteaga           Aye 
Jane Abbott-Morris      Aye 
David Bell  Aye 
Heather Highland Aye 
Stephen H. Rovak Aye 
Ciera Simril   Aye 

 
The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion.
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The Board went into closed session at 3:39 p.m.  
 
Open Session reconvened at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
IV. Approval of  March 18, 2019 Open Meeting Minutes 

 
MOTION 

 
A motion was made by Bradley Arteaga to approve those open minutes from March 
18, 2019. Seconded by Jane Abbott-Morris. 

 
The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 
 

 
V. Guest speaker from SLMPD Academy regarding search and seizure incident to 

arrests. 
 

Officer Perry from SLMPD explained in detail the SLMPD policy on search and seizure. 
 

 
VI. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0008 

 
The Complainant alleged Officer(s) with St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department 
failed to conduct a proper investigation when he was assaulted and robbed on 
March 25, 2017. The Complainant alleged after informing two (2) officers that the 
person who robbed him was across the street the officers allegedly refused to 
identify the possible subject. Also, when the Complainant alleged informing two 
(2) additional officers of the incident those officers told the Complainant that it was 
not their assigned area. 
This complaint was classified as discourtesy. This complaint was originally 
returned from IAD on June 7, 2017 with findings to close complaint due to the 
unrelated death of complainant. However the Board voted to return for further 
investigation. After further investigation, IAD determined the complaint was not 
based on facts, as shown by investigation, or incident did not occur. It was 
recommended this case be closed as unfounded. This case was returned to COB 
again on 05/2/2019. 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 
with IAD findings of Unfounded. Seconded by David Bell. 

 
The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 
 

 
VII. Discuss and vote on COB-18-0009 

 
The Complainant alleged SLMPD Officer(s) failed to conduct a proper investigation. 
The complainant alleged a burglary occurred at the residence, and the SLMPD officer’s 
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failed to conduct a proper investigation. This complaint was classified as a Discourtesy. 
 
IAD returned the file on April 30, 2019 with findings of Not Sustained. 
 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to 
return the file to IAD in order to interview two additional witnesses. Seconded by 
Bradley Arteaga. 

 
The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 
 

VIII. Discuss and vote on COB-18-0016 
 

The Complainant alleged that a SLMPD Officer(s) failed to conduct a proper 
investigation after responding to an incident of an assault. The Complainant was 
issued a summons for court stating she was only protecting herself from the 
aggressors. This complaint was classified as Discourtesy. 
IAD returned this file on 04/09/2019 with findings of Not Sustained because the 
investigation did not disclose sufficient evidence to support the allegation the 
SLMPD officer failed to conduct an improper investigation. 

 
MOTION 

 
A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to 
agree with IAD findings of Not Sustained. Seconded by Bradley Arteaga. 

 
The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 
 

IX. Any recommendations from these complaints 
 

There were no recommendations from these complaints at this time. The Board will be 
looking at making recommendations for COB-18-0009 once the case has been returned. 
 
 
X. Review 2018 Annual Report 

 
Executive Director, Nicolle Barton highlighted several parts of the Annual Report. The 
Annual Report has been approved and will be available on the COB’s website. 

 
 

XI. Adjournment 
MOTION 

 
A motion was made by Bradley Arteaga to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ciera 
Simril. 
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The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 
 

Open Meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m. 
 

Next Board meeting date will be Monday, June 17, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. for closed 
session and 5:00 p.m. for Open Session. 


