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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting  
Open Session Minutes  

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 

June 25, 2018 

3:30 p.m.  

  

 

  

I. Welcome and Call to Order:  
 
Open Session called to order at 3:30 p.m.  

  

II. Roll Call and Attendance 
 

Present: Bradley Arteaga, David Bell, Heather Highland, Stephen H. Rovak, Ciera Simril 

(arrived at 4:00 p.m.) 

 

Absent: Jane Abbott-Morris 

 

Also present were Nicolle Barton, Executive Director; Mark Lawson, Associate City 

Counselor; Aldin Lolic, Investigator; Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Dorothy Malone, 

Executive Secretary (by phone) 

 

 

III. Motion to go into Closed Session: 
 

MOTION 

 

Motion was made by Heather Highland to go into closed session for the following 

purposes: 

        

A. Have confidential communications with legal counsel concerning legal causes of 

action pursuant to Section 610.021, (1) RSMo. 
B. Discuss matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of 

particular employees, pursuant to Section 610.021 (3), RSMo. 
 

Seconded by Bradley Arteaga. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

 

Bradley Arteaga Aye 

David Bell  Aye 

Heather Highland Aye 

Stephen H. Rovak Aye 
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The Board, with a vote of 4-0, approved the motion. 

 

The Board went into closed session at 3:31 p.m. 

 

Open Session reconvened at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Ciera Simril was present at the time the Board reconvened for open session. 

 

 

IV.  Approval of May 21, 2018 Open Meeting Minutes 
 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Bradley Arteaga to approve the open meeting minutes from May 

21, 2018. Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

V. Discuss and vote on COB-18-0002 
 

Complainant alleged Excessive Use of Force by Officers of SLMPD. The complainant 

alleged, while handcuffed, an Officer pushed complainant’s face to the ground with their 

feet and applied pressure with their feet and hands and used a night stick to force the 

complainant’s mouth open. 

 

Several attempts were made by IAD to contact the complainant, to no avail.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to close 

this case due to lack of cooperation by the complainant. Seconded by David Bell. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion 

 

 

VI. Discuss and vote on COB-18-0005 
 

Complainant alleged that an SLMPD Officer failed to properly investigate a reported 

robbery. The complainant stated that after reporting a crime had occurred, the SLMPD 

Officer made no report in support of the incident. The complainant also alleged that the 

SLMPD Officer hugged her and kissed her hand. 
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IAD turned over this file to COB and determined to close the file stating there was 

insufficient evidence to either prove or disprove the allegations.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote regarding Allegations A and 

B from the closed session to return the file to IAD for further investigation including an 

interview from the other two officers involved and a summary of the Garrity statements. 

Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion 

 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from the closed session to 

have the investigator obtain the alleged text messages between the complainant and 

officer if available. Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0 approved the motion 

  

 

VII. Discuss and vote on COB-18-0006 
 

Complainant alleged Excessive use of Force by Officer(s) of the SLMPD. The 

complainant alleged that when he exited his car Officers tackled the complainant to the 

ground and threatened the complainant with a gun to his head. 

 

IAD turned over this file to COB and determined to close the file stating there was 

insufficient evidence to either prove or disprove the allegations.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with IAD findings of not sustained. Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

VIII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0006 
 

Complainant alleged Excessive Use of Force by Officer(s) of the SLMPD. The 

complainant alleged being stopped by two (2) SLMPD Officers and asked who was 
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selling drugs in the area. When the complainant refused to provide a response to the 

officers, the officers allegedly “rammed” the complainant’s face into a wall, breaking the 

complainant’s glasses, three (3) teeth and “busting” the complainant’s head. The 

Officer(s) then allegedly took $1,823.00 from the complainant and sent him on his way 

with no medical treatment. A few days later the complainant was arrested on unrelated 

charges and the complainant feels his Constitutional Rights have been violated.  

 

IAD turned over this file to COB and determined to close the file, stating there was 

insufficient evidence to either prove or disprove Allegation A that excessive force was 

used, as the complainant could not positively identify any alleged officers involved and 

no further evidence existed to prove this allegation. 

 

IAD turned over this file to COB and determined to close the file, stating there was 

insufficient evidence to either prove or disprove Allegation B that the complainant’s 

constitutional rights were violated.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from the closed session to 

agree with IAD findings of not sustained on Allegations A and B. Seconded by Heather 

Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

IX. Any recommendation from these complaints 
 

There were no recommendations from these complaints. 

 

 

X. Discuss logistics of subpoena power and changes to policy 
 

Discussion ensued with suggestions that the staff will initially make recommendations to 

the Board at monthly meetings if there is a need to issue a subpoena. Secondly, the Board 

will decide at an official Board meeting if there is a subpoena needed. If it is voted that 

there is a subpoena needed to bring in a witness the Board will set a date and time for the 

witness to appear.  The Board will draft questions to ask the witness if needed.  

 

Mark Lawson will draft a policy to discuss at the next Board meeting. After discussion 

the Operational and Procedure Manual will be updated accordingly.  

 

 

XI. Adjournment 
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MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Heather 

Highland. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

Next Board meeting date will be Monday July 23, 2018. (Time to be determined).  

 

Open Meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.  


