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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting 
Open Session Minutes 

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 

June 15, 2020 

5:00p.m. 

 

 
I. Welcome and Call to Order: 

 

Open Session called to order at 5:00pm via video conference.  

 
II. Roll Call and Attendance: 

 

Present: Jane Abbott-Morris, Bradley Arteaga, David Bell, Stephen H. Rovak,  

Ciera Simril, Heather Highland  

 

COB Staff: Kimberley Taylor-Riley, Commissioner; Aldin Lolic, Investigator; 

Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Dorothy Malone, Executive Secretary 

Deborah Deuster, City Counselor (absent)   

Other interested attendees: John Chasnoff, CJ Mabry, Kelly McGowan, Jessica 

Meyers, Elmer Morris, Alex Thompson 

  

 

III. Approval of May 18, 2020 Open Meeting Minutes 
 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to approve the Open meeting minutes from 

May 18, 2020. Seconded by Ciera Simril. 

 

The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 

 

IV. Discussion of COB-19-0003 

 

Investigator Lyles presented this case. On May 10, 2019, Complainant filed a Joint 

Civilian Complainant Form (JCCF) which alleged that a St. Louis Metropolitan Police 

Department (SLMPD) officer posted statements on Nextdoor, a hyperlocal social 

networking service, which contained inflammatory and offensive language (i.e. profanity) 

after she shared that she and her two dogs were attacked by the officer’s dog. The 

Complainant also stated that she felt the officer accessed her driver’s license and address 

information without cause. IAD did not acknowledge Allegation B and COB staff is 

requesting authorization for an Independent Inquiry. 

 

Allegation A: SLMPD officer posted statements on Next Door, which contained 

inflammatory and offensive language toward the complainant.  
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Allegation B: SLMPD accessed her driver’s license information and address “without 

cause.” 

 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with staff regarding allegations A & B to recommend that via Independent Inquiry, the 

COB staff contact Regis to find out if the officer accessed complaint’s information 

without cause. Seconded by Brad Arteaga. 

 

The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 6-0. 

 

 

V. Discussion of COB-19-0015 

 

Investigator Lyles presented this case. On September 12, 2019, Complainant filed a Joint 

Civilian Complaint Form (JCCF) which alleged that a St. Louis Metropolitan Police 

Department (SLMPD) officer used profanity when speaking to him. The Complainant also 

stated that when the officer put him into the police cruiser, the officer drove fast causing 

him to bruise his right leg. However, “he did not let the officer know about the injury or 

go to the hospital.” On September 19, 2019, IAD attempted to contact the Complainant via 

phone; however, the phone was disconnected. On November 14, 2019, the Post Office 

attempted to deliver a certified letter to the Complainant. The certified letter was 

subsequently returned to IAD. In addition to review of IAD documentation, COB staff 

mailed the Complainant a 14-day letter which he responded to by calling COB and 

informing staff that he wished to withdraw his complaint.  

 

Based on the Complainant’s statement and the unsuccessful attempts to reach the 

Complainant (i.e. phone calls and/or certified letter) IAD determined that “This cased is 

closed and no further action will be taken at this time.” 

 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to 

withdraw the complaint per the complainant’s request and to close this case. Seconded by 

Bradley Arteaga. 

 

The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 6-0. 

 

 

VI.  Discussion of COB-19-0016 

 
 

Investigator Lolic presented the details of the case. Complainant filed with the COB on 

October 3, 2019, alleging harassment. The complainant stated that an SLMPD Officer was 

harassing him about his traffic violations and threatening him with arrest. COB determined 

that due to the nature of the allegation, IAD failed to interview witnesses provided on the 

JCCF, the mentioned block captain, and other concerned neighbors. Therefore, the COB 

investigator recommended that the Board grant authorization to perform an Independent 
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Inquiry in order to thoroughly investigate the allegation.  The IAD final disposition was to 

close the case, as a preliminary investigation revealed that no department policy was 

violated.  

  

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session and 

agree with the COB recommendation to perform an Independent Inquiry to determine if 

the officer violated departmental policy. Seconded by Bradley Arteaga. 

 

The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 6-0. 

 
 

VII. Discussion of COB-18-0029 

 

Investigator Lolic presented this case. Complainant filed a complaint with the COB on 

September 10, 2018, alleging Discourtesy. The complainant stated that an SLMPD Officer 

was discourteous while directing traffic during a baseball game and called the complainant 

stupid. The complainant was categorized as Discourtesy. IAD final disposition was to 

close the case due to no-cooperation. COB mailed a 14 day letter to the complainant’s 

address. On Monday, May 4, 2020, COB received a telephone call from the complaint 

advising that she would like to withdraw her complaint.  

 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Stephen H. Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session and 

agree with the COB recommendation to withdraw the complaint per the complainant’s 

request and to close this case. Seconded by Bradley Arteaga. 

 

The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 6-0. 

 
 

VIII. Update on Citizen Contact Cases and Request for City Counselor Opinion 

 

Taylor-Riley provided an update on the Citizen Contact opinion from the City Counselor’s 

office.  Taylor-Riley contacted the City Counselor’s Office and has not yet received a 

response regarding the opinion. City Counselor did state that there was a process that has 

to be followed. There were limited details regarding how the process works. Taylor- Riley 

will follow up again to see if City Counselor can provide the opinion and will inform 

Board of the results at next Board Meeting. 

 

IX. Investigative Policy and Procedure Manual Update 

 

Taylor-Riley informed the Board that we have drafted the Investigated Policy and COB 

staff has reviewed the policy. COB staff will send it to Judge Jimmie Edwards for review 

and after it has been approved by Judge Edwards, the policy will be forwarded to Board 

for review.  
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X. George Floyd Protests, Law & Clergy Alliance (from NC), and Letter to 

Community 

 

Taylor-Riley indicated that we received a request from a college student in regards to 

the George Floyd protests. The student indicated that while protesting, the student’s 

peers noticed that some of the officers were not wearing name badges. The student sent 

a formal letter of concern to COB addressed to the Director of Public Safety and Chief 

of Police, requesting that COB forward it to them on her behalf. Regarding the Law and 

Clergy Alliance, Taylor-Riley forwarded a message from the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court of North Carolina to the Board. One of the things discussed within that 

message, was the formation of a Law and Clergy Alliance. Taylor-Riley asked whether 

or not the Board would like to form a similar alliance in order to address some of the 

concerns of the community. The Board decided to table this topic until next meeting. 

Taylor-Riley prepared a draft letter to the community as a statement from the Board 

regarding the protests. The letter could be posted on the website and be sent to the 

Alderman, Director of Public Safety, and some of the COB community contacts. The 

Board members will review the letter and send any edits to Taylor-Riley within the 

week. 

 

 

XI. CREA Podcast Friday June 12, 2020 

 

On June 12, 2020 Chair Rovak and Taylor-Riley participated in a Podcast. It is available 

on the CREA website. 

 

XII. Public Comments (3 minute limit) 

 

John Chasnoff informed the Board that there is a report entitled Civilian Oversight: The 

People’s Report. He requested that the Board review the report and he would appreciate 

feedback. A link will be provided. 

 
 

XIII. Adjournment 

 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Chair Rovak to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Jane Abbott-

Morris. 

 

       The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 6-0. 
 

       Open Meeting adjourned at 5:44p.m. 

 

       Next Board Meeting will be held on Monday July 20, 2020 via video conference. 

       at 5:00p.m. 

 

  

 


