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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting 
Open Session Minutes 

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 

(by video conference) 

July 20, 2020 

5:00p.m. 

 

 
I. Welcome and Call to Order: 

 

Open Session called to order at 5:00p.m. via video conference.  

 
II. Roll Call and Attendance: 

 

Present: Jane Abbott-Morris, Bradley Arteaga, David Bell, Frank Copanas, Heather 

Highland, Ciera Simril 

Stephen H. Rovak, Chair (absent) 

 

COB Staff: Kimberley Taylor-Riley, Commissioner; Aldin Lolic, Investigator; 

Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Dorothy Malone, Executive Secretary 

Deborah Deuster, City Counselor (absent)   

Other interested attendees: Robert Babione, Kenneth McCain 

  

 

III. Welcome New Board Member 
 

 

Heather Highland introduced the newest Board Member Mr. Frank Copanas. He has not 

attended the training academy, so at this time, he is unable to vote.  Alternatively, 

Heather Highland announced that she would be resigning from the Board effective July 

31, 2020. 

 

IV.       Motion to go into Closed Session: 
 

MOTION 
 

Motion was made by Heather Highland to go into closed session for the following 

purposes to: 
 

a. Have confidential communications with legal counsel concerning legal causes of 

action pursuant to Section 610.021, (1) RSMo. and 

b. Discuss matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of 

particular employees, pursuant to Section 610.021 (3), RSMo. 

 

       Seconded by Jane Abbot-Morris 
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Bradley Arteaga  Aye 

David Bell  Aye 

Heather Highland Aye 

Jane Abbott- Morris Aye 

Ciera Simril   Aye 

 

The Motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 

The Board went into a closed session at 4:05 p.m.  

 

Open Session reconvened at 5:04 p.m. 

 

 

IV. Approval of June 15, 2020, Open Meeting Minutes 

 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Bradley Arteaga to approve the Open Meeting Minutes from June 

15, 2020. Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 

 

V. Discussion of COB-17-0041 

 

The discussion of COB-17-0041 was tabled until the next meeting. 

 

 

VI.  Discussion of COB-18-0007 

 
 

Investigator Lolic presented the details of the case.  Complainant filed a complaint with the COB 

on March 13, 2018, alleging Abuse of Authority and Sexual Harassment. The complainant 

believed that SLMPD arrested her in retaliation due to her protesting against SLMPD. Also, 

the complainant alleged that she was searched inappropriately by a male officer while a female 

officer restrained her at the back of the SLMPD van.  
 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Heather Highland to ratify the vote from closed session to close 

the case due to the following reasons: 

1. The complainant was not able to provide evidence as promised.  

2. The complainant has not responded to any correspondence from COB. 

3. IAD failed to compile evidence in a timely manner, and now evidence is              

    unavailable. Seconded by Bradley Arteaga. 
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The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 

 
 

VII. Update on City Counselor Opinion 

 

Taylor-Riley indicated that she has been in communications with City Counselor Deborah 

Deuster and her supervisor Mr. Garvin. She has been unsuccessful in acquiring an answer 

regarding the Citizen Contact opinion from the City Counselor’s office. At this time, there 

is no update on the process. Heather Highland suggested that Chair Stephen Rovak write a 

letter to City Counselor Bush. 

 
 

VIII. Investigative Policy and Procedural Manual Update 

 

Investigator Lyles gave an update on the Investigative Policy and Procedural Manual. The 

policy is designed to aid the investigators in the Independent Inquiry Process. The policy 

outlines how the COB staff will handle situations not handled properly in an IAD 

investigation. COB will be able to obtain additional information relative to the case and 

report back to the Board. 

 

IX. New podcast invitation and Equity Summit presentation 

 

Taylor-Riley informed the Board that COB staff received an invitation from a national 

radio host that would like the staff to do a podcast to talk about the COB. We have 

accepted the invitation, we will have 3 one-hour sessions to discuss the history of COB, 

the limitations and challenges since our inception, and a question and answer session. The 

Equity Summit is an annual event for the Department of Education.  COB Staff submitted 

a proposal to talk about the value of education and how it relates to COB.  Due to COVID, 

the conference will be in video format this year. COB staff will create a presentation to 

include in the conference.  

 

 

X. Feedback on The People’s Report 

 

Heather Highland offered feedback regarding The People’s Report that was created by 

John Chasnoff. She indicated that, in her opinion, there were some discrepancies in his 

report. She will email the outlined discrepancies to Taylor-Riley, who will forward them 

to Mr. Chasnoff. 

 

 

XI. Law & Clergy Alliance 

 

This item was tabled from the last meeting. Taylor-Riley reiterated the subject regarding 

the link to a presentation by the Chief of Justice of North Carolina. The presentation 

referenced a Law & Clergy Alliance. Taylor-Riley asked for suggestions regarding 

creating a similar alliance for St. Louis. The consensus was to table the topic again to 

allow the Board to come up with structural ideas. 
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XII. Annual Report Update 

 

Taylor-Riley informed the Board that the draft of the annual report is now complete. It 

will be sent to Judge Edwards for review and approval. Once the report has been 

approved, we will share the report with the Board. 
 

XIII. Public Comments (3-minute limit) 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

XIV. Schedule Next Meeting/ Adjournment 

 

MOTION 
 

A motion was made by Heather Highland to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Ciera 

Simril. 

 

       The Motion carried with a unanimous vote of 5-0. 
 

       Open Meeting adjourned at 5:44 p.m. 

 

       Next Open Board Meeting will be held on Monday August 17, 2020 via video conference. 

       at 5:00p.m. 

 

  

 


