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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting  
Open Session Minutes  

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 

January 22, 2018 3:10 p.m.  

  

 

  

I. Welcome and Call to Order: 

  

  

II. Roll Call and Attendance 

 

Present: Bradley Arteaga, Aaron Banks, David Bell, Stephen H. Rovak 

 

Late Arrival: Heather Highland (3:12 p.m.);  Ciera Simril (4:15 p.m.) 

 

Absent: Jane Abbott- Morris 

 

Also present were Mark Lawson, Associate City Counselor (arrived 3:45 p.m.); Nicolle 

Barton, Executive Director; Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Aldin Lolic, Investigator; Dorothy 

Malone, Executive Secretary 

 

III. Guest Speaker Koran Addo to present media training 

 

Koran Addo, Director of Communications for the City of St. Louis, discussed talking 

points pertaining to media contact. He spoke about appropriate responses and answered 

questions. 

 

 

IV. Motion to go into Closed Session: 

 

MOTION 

 

Motion was made by Stephen Rovak to go into closed session for the following purposes: 

        

A. Have confidential communications with legal counsel concerning legal causes of 

action pursuant to Section 610.021, (1) RSMo. 

B. Discuss matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of 

particular employees, pursuant to Section 610.021 (3), RSMo. 

 

Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

Roll Call vote as follows:  
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Bradley Arteaga  Aye 

Aaron Banks   Aye 

David Bell    Aye 

Heather Highland  Aye 

Stephen Rovak  Aye 

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0, approved the motion. 

 

Ciera Simril arrived at 4:15 p.m. and was present at the start of reconvening of the open 

session.  

 

Open Session reconvened at 5:10 p.m. 

 

 

V. Approval of December 18, 2017 Open Meeting Minutes 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Bradley Arteaga to approve the open meeting minutes from 

December 18, 2017.  Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

VI. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0013 

 

Complainant alleged that SLMPD officers conducted an unreasonable vehicle stop.  

Complaint alleged during the stop, SLMPD officers ordered the complainant to exit the 

vehicle and place their hands behind their back. The complainant alleged when he 

questioned the officers why, the officers threw the complainant to the ground, Tased and 

beat the complainant while handcuffed. The complainant alleged bruises on left eye, right 

arm and right shoulder and knee.  

 

The Internal Affairs Division recommendation was to close the file with no further action 

due to the complainant not being available.  

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to NOT 

Agree with Internal Affairs Division and to return the file for further investigation. 

Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 
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Board member Banks stated he will submit some additional questions to the Executive 

Director on behalf of the Board to give to Internal Affairs Division to ask during the 

interview.  

 

 

VII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0022 

 

Complainant alleged that an SLMPD officer acted in an unprofessional and aggressive 

manner, by yelling out profanities and refusing to identify himself by providing his DSN 

to complainant when asked to do so following a minor fender bender that occurred on a 

parking lot. 

 

Internal Affairs Division turned over its investigative file on January 8, 2018. As agreed, 

this case was referred to mediation. All parties met in “good faith” and IAD advised no 

further action was needed on this case. 

  

 MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with IAD findings and close this file per mediation. Seconded by Aaron Banks.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

VIII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0025 

 

Complainant alleged continued harassment by an officer with St. Louis Metropolitan 

Police Department (SLMPD). The Complainant stated receiving multiple tickets from 

this same officer and alleged this has been ongoing since the officer executed a search 

warrant on the complainant’s property looking for another family member. The 

Complainant also claimed the officer was racist.   

 

Internal Affairs Division attempted to contact the complainant several times via certified 

letter and phone calls, to no avail. Internal Affairs Division found no further action 

needed. 

 

 MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with IAD findings and close this file per lack of communication from the complainant. 

Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 
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IX. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0029 

 

Complainant alleged that St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department (SLMPD) officers 

were discourteous and used excessive force.  The Complainant stated that the officers 

made “derogatory insults”. The Complainant also alleged that officers unlawfully 

arrested complainant during a protest.  The complainant stated the officers used a “push 

back procedure” and that an unknown officer used a “kick swipe” method to the 

complainant’s legs and claimed the officer slammed their shield into the complainant’s 

face. The complainant then alleged the officer maced the complainant in the eyes and 

mouth. 

 

Internal Affairs Division made several attempts to contact the complainant via certified 

letter and phone calls, to no avail. IAD found no further action necessary at this time. 

  

 MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with IAD findings and close this file per lack of communication from the complainant. 

Seconded by Aaron Banks.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

X. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0032 

  

Complainant alleged while engaging in a peaceful protest in the area of Waterman and 

Lake Street that SLMPD officers flooded the area, gave an order to disperse and then 

immediately sprayed the complainant and other demonstrators with pepper mace, without 

giving a means to leave the area.  As a result, the complainant incurred burning and 

agitation to the skin. The complainant reported seeing muzzle flashes of rubber bullets 

being fired into the crowd as well.  

 

Internal Affairs Division reported these actions were initiated under the authority of St. 

Louis County Police and not St. Louis City. This case was also turned over to the FBI as 

part of a Department of Justice investigation. IAD found no further action required at this 

time. 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with IAD to close this case as St. Louis City has no jurisdiction over this complaint.  

Seconded by Aaron Banks. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0 approved the motion. 
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XI. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0038 

 

Complainant alleged that SLMPD Officers used excessive force by using their vehicle to 

strike complainant after attempting to flee from the officers, causing injury to the 

complainant.  

 

Internal Affairs Division was advised by the Public Defender’s office that the 

complainant would not be making any statements. IAD found no further action required 

at this time. 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to ratify the vote from closed session to agree 

with IAD and close this case as the complainant wishes to withdraw the complaint at this 

time. Seconded by Ciera Simril. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0 approved the motion. 

 

 

XII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0039 

 

Complainant alleged that St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department officers used 

excessive force while placing the complainant under arrest.   

 

Internal Affairs Division file indicated that complainant’s attorney requested that IAD not 

contact the client for an interview. IAD found no further action needed at this time. 

 

The complainant wrote a letter to COB indicating unhappiness about this process because 

he never gave permission to his attorney to speak on his behalf regarding his COB 

complaint. 

 

The Board decided to table this case until the next Board meeting until further inquiries 

can be made and may be referred to a later session. 

 

XIII. Recap IAD findings and COB findings from October 2017 through December 2017 

Board Meetings 

  

Executive Director Nicolle Barton read a summary of all of the complaints from October 

through December. In addition, she read IAD’s final findings and the Civilian Oversight 

Board’s decisions and recommendations made from this quarter as well. 

 

XIV. Discuss extension letters from Chief of Police office on protest complaints 
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Executive Director Nicolle Barton reported she has received several extension letters 

from the Chief of Police on protest complaints.  

 

Executive Director provided copies of those letters to the Board. These letters requested 

an indefinite pending status of these specific complaints due to the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation conducting criminal investigations into these complaints stemming from the 

Stockley protests and civil unrest occurring between September 15 through September 

17, 2017. 

 

XV. Adjournment  

 

MOTION 

 

Stephen Rovak moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Bradley Arteaga. 

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 

 

Next Board Meeting was scheduled for February 12, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.  


