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Civilian Oversight Board Meeting  
Open Session Minutes  

Location: 1520 Market, Room 4029 

December 18, 2017 3:10 p.m.  

  

 

  

I. Welcome and Call to Order: 

  

  

II. Roll Call and Attendance 

 

Present: Bradley Arteaga, Aaron Banks, Heather Highland, Jane Abbott-Morris, Stephen 

H. Rovak, Ciera Simril. 

 

Late Arrival at 3:35 p.m.: David Bell 

 

Also present were Mark Lawson, Associate City Counselor; Nicolle Barton, Executive 

Director; Louisa Lyles, Investigator; Aldin Lolic, Investigator; Dorothy Malone, 

Executive Secretary 

 

 

III. Guest Speaker Koran Addo to give overview of media training to staff and Board 

 

Due to a scheduling conflict Mr. Addo was unable to attend the meeting. This training 

will be tabled to a future meeting. 

 

IV. Motion to go into Closed Session: 

 

MOTION 

 

Motion was made by Stephen Rovak to go into closed session for the following purposes: 

        

A. Have confidential communications with legal counsel concerning legal causes of 

action pursuant to Section 610.021, (1) RSMo. 

B. Discuss matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of 

particular employees, pursuant to Section 610.021 (3), RSMo. 

 

Seconded by Heather Highland. 

 

Roll Call vote as follows:  

 

Bradley Arteaga  Aye 

Aaron Banks   Aye 
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Ciera Simril   Aye 

Jane Abbott-Morris   Aye 

Heather Highland  Aye 

Stephen Rovak  Aye 

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

David Bell arrived at 3:35 p.m. and was present at the time Open Session reconvened. 

 

Ciera Simril left at 4:33 p.m. and was not present for the reconvening of the Open Session 

meeting. 

 

Open Session reconvened at 5:05 p.m. 

 

 

V. Approval of November 13, 2017 Open Meeting Minutes 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Bradley Arteaga to approve the open meeting minutes from 

November 13, 2017.  Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

VI. Discuss letter to Chief of Police from COB Chairman Rovak and Member Banks 

 

At the last meeting it was discussed that there would be a letter drafted by (Chair) 

Stephen Rovak and (Board Member) Aaron Banks regarding officer(s) displaying or not 

displaying name tags. After Board discussion and review of this letter, it was decided that 

the letter required minimal revisions to be made prior to submission of the letter to the 

Chief of Police. Revisions will be made by Member Banks and sent to the COB office to 

be mailed to Chief of Police.  

 

 

VII. Present letter to COB that Executive Director sent to Chief of Police and Director of 

Public Safety regarding the reply to recommendations made to SLMPD. 

 

The Executive Director sent a response letter to the Chief of Police, citing the Ordinance, 

that all response letters from SLMPD regarding recommendations made by COB must be 

signed by the Chief of Police. The previous letters were signed by Lt. Col. Jones and 

were returned. The response letters were then signed by the Acting Chief of Police and 

returned to COB. SLMPD is now in compliance with the Ordinance.  
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VIII. Discuss Federal Injunction filed against SLMPD as it pertains to citizens exercising their 

First Amendment rights to peacefully protest. 

 

The Board had a discussion with its counsel in closed session and there is no further 

discussion needed on this subject at this time.  

 

 

IX. Briefly discuss new SOP for office staff and any changes 

 

The new SOP will be circulated and will be discussed at a later time if necessary. 

 

 

X. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0007 

 

  On May 12th 2017, Complainant allegesd that an SLMPD officer threatened to mace the 

complainant repeatedly during the egress of an event at the Scottrade Center. 

Complainant alleged the involved officer was directing traffic at the intersection and 

would not allow the complainant to turn in. The complainant alleged attempting to 

explain to the officer that the complainant was advised, by staff, leaving the event to pick 

up a disabled parent at this location.  The involved officer would not allow complainant to 

pass to pick up the disabled parent.  

 

This complaint was classified as discourtesy. 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to agree with IAD findings of Sustained regarding 

COB-17-0007.  Seconded by Jane Abbott- Morris.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 5-0-1, approved the motion. 

 

 

XI. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0018 

 

On July 7
th

 2017, Complainant alleged that SLMPD Officers conducted a vehicle stop.  

During the stop, officers became angry with the complainant and contacted additional 

officers to assist. The complainant alleged during the stop officers placed complainant in 

a choke hold, was forced to the ground, then kicked and beaten by several officers. After 

complainant was secured in restraints, the complainant alleged that the officer cut a Black 

Lives Matter bracelet from complainant’s wrist.  

 

This complaint was classified as Excessive Use of Force. 
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MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to agree with IAD findings of Unfounded 

regarding COB-17-0018.  Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

XII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0019 

 

On July 24, 2017, the complaint alleged an Officer with SLMPD searched the 

complainant and the complainant’s vehicle without probable cause. Complainant stated 

there had been on-going harassment with the same officer. This complainant failed to 

show up for the IAD interview on October 4, 2017. After several attempts to contact the 

complainant via certified letter and phone calls, IAD closed the case due to non-

cooperation of the complainant. 

 

This complaint was classified as Abuse of Authority. 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Jane Abbott-Morris to agree with IAD findings to close the case 

due to non-cooperation from the client.  Seconded by Heather Highland.  

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

XIII. Discuss and vote on COB-17-0024 

 

 On July 21st, 2017, Complainant alleged that SLMPD officers used excessive force after 

 complainant fled from police and led them on a brief foot pursuit. Complainant alleged 

 after being taken into custody an officer struck complainant in the face.  

 

This was complaint was classified as Excessive Use of Force. 

 

IAD was informed via letter by the client and client’s attorney that the complainant 

requested to withdraw the complaint until the pending charges were resolved.  IAD 

withdrew the case per the complainant’s request.  

 

 MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Stephen Rovak to agree with IAD to administratively close this 

case until the criminal charges have been resolved per the request of the complainant on 

COB-17-0024.  Seconded by Aaron Banks.  
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The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

 

XIV. Any recommendations as a result of cases discussed 

 

There were no recommendations made at this time. 

 

 

XV. Adjournment  

 

Next Board Meeting was scheduled for January 22, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

MOTION 

 

A motion was made by Heather Highland to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Jane 

Abbott-Morris.   

 

The Board, with a vote of 6-0, approved the motion. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:16 p.m. 


