
Pollination is responsible for more than 
flowering plants. It is necessary to the existence 

of entire native ecosystems. Pollinators can be 
insects, birds, bats or small mammals. 
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St. Louisans have the opportunity to 
experience breathtaking monarch 

migrations each spring and fall. 
In order to keep these important 

and beautiful winged creatures 
flying high, we're building native 

pollinator habitats to aid their 
conservation. Milkweeds for 
Monarchs: The St. Louis Butterfly 
Project is an urban monarch 
conservation program that 
encourages the creation of 
habitat for these winged 
beauties. A new St. Louis 
Riverfront Butterfly Byway 
will offer a pathway for these 

pollinator's annual migration 
along the river corridor.

Natural areas within the City of St. Louis 
are significant in many ways. They feed 
migrating birds and butterflies, provide 
quality habitat for endangered 
species, and support ecological 
sustainability. Areas like Deer Lake 
Savanna and Kennedy Forest in 
Forest Park comprise prairie, 
savanna, woodland and wetland 
habitats. In North St. Louis, the 
Calvary Cemetery contains rare, 
unplowed tallgrass prairie – a 
remnant of the ecosystem 
found in pre-settlement times.

   In the City of St. Louis, there are many ways to 
experience nature. This year, let's explore our parks 
and trails, volunteer to transform our natural spaces, and 
update our yards with vegetable gardens and rain gardens 
alike. Let's celebrate the diversity of our communities – the 
people, places, habitats and wildlife that make us stronger. 
Here are a few ways to connect with nature all year long.

In celebration of St. Louis' 
250th birthday in 2014, 

the city launched Milkweeds 
for Monarchs, challenging 

the community to create 250 
monarch gardens. Within a 
few years, more than 400 
gardens carpeted the city, 

bringing habitat to butterflies 
and other pollinators. 

STLOUIS-MO.GOV/MONARCHS

DID YOU KNOW
Rain gardens 
can absorb 30% 
more rain than 
an average 
lawn. 

what's in it for me

Academy of Science
The Junior Academy 
provides hands-on 
learning in STEM fields 
to 400+ students. 

Youth Exploring Science
The Saint Louis Science 
Center's Y.E.S. program 
ignites and sustains lifelong 
learning in science and tech.

        EVERY DAY  IS A NEW 

ANNUALLYMONTHLY

WEEKLYDAILY

While stormwater 
management helps reduce 

sewer overflows, many of the 
same rainscaping practices (native 

plants, rain gardens, green roofs, 
bioretention cells) also provide 

attractive habitat and improve your 
home’s curb appeal.

St. Louis City parks, gardens and greenspaces 
are vitally important to our economic and 

physical well-being. From improving 
health to fostering social 

interactions, spurring the 
economy and protecting 
our fragile environment, 
our interactions with 
our city's great urban 
outdoors are worthwhile 
investments of both 
time and resources. 

Study nature, love nature, 
stay close to nature, it will 
never fail you.

- Claude  Monet

take off with the

baden community garden

outstanding significance

MISSOURI'S FORESTS STORE MORE THAN 
of carbon  5  million  tons

The Baden Neighborhood hosts a collection of urban ecology efforts. The community 
garden is used to grow food, educate, engage and provide job opportunities. 

Thank you to the Urban Vitality & Ecology core team listed 
below, and the many organizations that support the UVE 
Initiative. For a complete list , visit: stlouis-mo.gov/uve
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100 MATURE TREES INTERCEPT
                  about 

   gallons of rainfall per year 
100,000

contact with nature helps children develop
IMAGINATION       INTELLECT 
  CREATIVITY      RELATIONSHIPS

Information provided by Missouri Department of 
Conservation's Trees Work educational campaign.

FEWER REPORTED
 ILLNESSES 

by employees who 
have a view of nature 

15% 
INCREASE IN TREES 
in a neighborhood 
can reduce crime 
by up to 12%

10%

DID YOU KNOW
A single brown bat can eat 

600 mosquitoes in an hour.

Missouri Botanical Garden
From early childhood programs to 
environmental leadership experiences 
for teens, the Garden inspires the next 
generation of citizen stewards.

check out a youth 
or community

Photo Credits: CityArchRiver Foundation, 
Forest Park Forever, Missouri Department of 
Conservation, Rebecca Weaver, Catherine 
Werner, and Michael Wohlstadter.

    St. Louis City is home to
SPECIES OF NATIVE  

 AND WILD BEES125
source: Saint Louis University
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BITES OF FOOD    WE EAT

depends on pollinators
source: Saint Louis University

Forest Park

Nature Works & Voyage of Learning
Forest Park gives students (Nature Works) and teachers  
(Voyage of Learning) opportunities to learn about 
conservation and environmental careers, as well as skills 
in teaching investigative experiential outdoor education.
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OF THE WORLD'S 
FLOWERING PLANTS 

are pollinated by bees, birds, 
insects or small mammals

90% 
source: Saint Louis Zoo

SPECIES OF POLLINATORS 
are vertebrates such as birds, 

bats and small mammals

1000
source: Saint Louis Zoo

Saint Louis Zoo
The Zoo offers a number of programs to help 
people develop strong connections to the 
living world through interaction with animals.

IN THE
City of St. Louis

Thanks to MDC for 
funding the design 

of this project.
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IN THE  City of St. Louis

spaces & places to see

     The mighty Mississippi River was foundational to the history and 
development of St. Louis. From the city's earliest settlers to modern-day commerce, 
the river and its tributaries are both economically important and recreationally 
inviting. From the Chain of Rocks Bridge and North Riverfront Park, to the 
renowned Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, Bellerive Park and Mary 
Meachum Freedom Crossing, the links between St. Louis, its residents and 
the Mississippi River are as important to its future as its past. 

natural areas
rich with natural habitat and native species

greenspace
parks and structured landscape

by champion trees

1. American Elm     (Ulmus americana)
2. Shingle Oak    (Quercus imbricaria)
3. Red Mulberry    (Morus rubra)
4. Red Buckeye    (Aesculus pavia)
5. White Basswood   (Tilia heterophylla)
6. Cucumbertree     (Magnolia acuminata)

In hundreds of community gardens and urban farms in the City, residents are 
connecting to nature and each other by growing produce. To learn more about gardening 
for food, try visiting a demonstration garden associated with Gateway Greening, the 
Missouri Botanical Garden or Saint Louis University. 

nature's bounty

DID YOU KNOW
An elephant was the first 
to cross the Eads Bridge

☐  Buder Playground
☐  Carondelet Park
☐  Columbus Square Park
☐  Compton Hill    
      Reservoir Park
☐  Fairground Park

parks & recreation centers
☐  Forest Park
☐  Lafayette Park
☐  Loretta Hall Park
☐  Norman Seay Park
☐  North Riverfront Park
☐  O'Fallon Park 

☐  Penrose Park  
       Velodrome 
☐  Ray Leisure Park
☐  Tandy Park
☐  Tower Grove Park
☐  Willmore Park

☐  Calvary Cemetary    
      Prairie Remnant 
In Forest Park:
☐  Deer Lake Savanna
☐  Kennedy Forest
☐  Steinberg Prairie

in the city

in the region
☐  Audubon Center  
      at Riverlands 
☐  Cahokia Mounds 
☐  Castlewood State Park 
☐  Columbia Bottom  
      Conservation Area 
☐  Babler Memorial State Park
☐  Meramec River
☐  Powder Valley Nature Center 
☐  Shaw Nature Reserve
☐  Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge

☐  Brightside Demo    
      Garden 
☐  Chain of Rocks Bridge

☐  Citygarden
☐  Demo Garden  

                 on Bell Ave 
☐  Food Roof Farm

nature-based attractions
☐  Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 
☐  Mary Meachum Freedom Crossing 
☐  Missouri Botanical Garden
☐  Saint Louis Science Center (GROW)
☐  Saint Louis University's Urban Garden 
☐  Saint Louis Zoo
☐  Scott Joplin House State Historic Site

☐  South Grand Great Streets 
☐  Sweet Sensations

community 
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MSD rain gardens trail heads

tree farm

large public 
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for specific locations: 
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URBAN TREE COVERAGE
IN THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS

26% 
source: Forest ReLeaf of Missouri
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GREATRIVERSGREENWAY.ORG
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Trail)


