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Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Carrie Coyne
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 2:33 PM
To: Felipe DeNarvaez
Subject: FW: St. Francis Park Strategic Plan

 
 

From: Nick Knobbe [mailto:nknobbe@mcgrathconstruction.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 1:21 PM 
To: Carrie Coyne; baringerd@stlouiscity.com 
Subject: St. Francis Park Strategic Plan 
 
Hello,  
 
My name is Nick Knobbe and I have just learned about the new St. Francis Park Strategic Plan. I would like to help with 
this strategic plan and get involved with whatever you might need. I had not known about plan, if so I would have offered 
to get involved sooner. I live in the South Hampton Neighborhood and visit St. Francis park frequently, so I have a vested 
interest in the future of the park. Currently the park is very nice and quite active in the spring, summer and fall. It also 
looks like the strategic plan has been well thought out. It feels like I might be late to the game, but if there is anything I can 
help out with, please let me know.  
 
Thanks,  
 
Nick  
 
McGrath & Associates, Inc. 
Estimator / Project Engineer 
314-772-7600 ext 144 
314-772-4894 (Fax) 
314-486-0678 (Cell) 
www.mcgrathconstruction.com 
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Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Carrie Coyne
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 2:33 PM
To: Felipe DeNarvaez
Subject: FW: Comment on Francis Park renovation

 
 

From: jb7711@aol.com [mailto:jb7711@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 12:10 PM 
To: Carrie Coyne; baringerd@stlouiscity.com 
Subject: Comment on Francis Park renovation 
 
  
  
  
Donna & Carrie, 
  
Knowing the most important thing needed is obviously the drainage problems we have, which I understand are the top 
priority of this plan, I would like for you to re-think the plan for a permanent soccer field. 
  
As a high school soccer ref and big fan of the game, if a permanent field is installed, I am worried that it would be taken 
over on weekends by those who also enjoy the game, the Bosnian population. I have seen the crowds of players and fans 
gather at Mallinckrodt School, (Hampton & Pernod) on weekends and I feel they would love the chance to move from 
there to a nicer field that is bigger than the one they're at now.  
  
My main worry is the amount of traffic along the streets surrounding Francis and the speeds I see some of these kids in 
their cars go (Wilmore Park) and the noise coming out of them. Also, no restrooms close enough for them. I have heard of 
rumors of complaints from residents behind the field, of fans and players urinating along the fences and trees. Plus trash 
left behind. 
  
Eliminate the problem before it begins. Leave the softball field where it is and add the other you have in your plan, or 
move the field at the other end back so it is safe for two teams to compete. Remember what happened to the basketball 
nets at Wilmore park that were next to the playground? After enough complaints from the visitors, the baskets were 
removed an it became a pleasant place to go for adults with their kids. 
  
Lastly, soccer is a sport that has been taken over by select teams. There are enough permanent fields for teams to go to, 
besides, the only time I see kids playing soccer in the neighborhood is with their Parish teams, which is a couple of 
months in the fall. Also, the CYC is planning to make two fields out of the one they have at the Magdalen Center on 
Kingshighway they own. Plenty of chances for teams to go there. 
  
Just my two cents worth, just fix the problems at Francis and add a few amenities needed and it will continue to be the 
beautiful park it has been all these years. 
  
John Fuchs 
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Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Carrie Coyne
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 2:33 PM
To: Felipe DeNarvaez
Subject: FW: Area Youth, Rec Majors/Professional Recommendations to IMPROVE Francis P...

 
 

From: BishopFric@aol.com [mailto:BishopFric@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 26, 2010 2:31 AM 
To: Carrie Coyne 
Cc: baringerd@stlouiscity.com 
Subject: Fwd: Area Youth, Rec Majors/Professional Recommendations to IMPROVE Francis P... 
 
Dear Ms. Coyne: 

     I had to leave the meeting early this evening to get to two (2) St. 
Gabriel Playoff Basketball games. I talked to the gentleman that 
made the presentation just prior to leaving, and he asked me to 
leave my phone number, which I did, to volunteer my help. I could 
NOT hear or see much of the presentation, because my hearing 
aids were in for repair, and actually couldn't read much of the 
pictures presented, therefore requested a copy of the "Francis Park 
Strategic Plan", so I can thoroughly study it up close. He said, I 
could get one from a web site, that would go on line tomorrow. 
What is the web site??? 

     Attached are some recommendations that I made previously. 

     Also, a few additional thoughts: 1st, this is a Neighborhood Park, 
near three (3) schools, therefore like all Neighborhood Parks its 
main emphasis should be "Youth Oriented". Being near three (3) 
schools should make it "More Youth Oriented". At least, that is what 
I was taught, during my BS, MA and PhD, and the many texts we 
utilized during my Professional Career, teaching many Rec 
Leadership Majors Course at SLCC at Forest Park. As Department 
Chair, it was responsibility to hire Professionals to teach the 
additional courses, over and above my allotted (15 Credit Hours) 
teaching time, per semester. I would then hire local Professional 
experts, with years of experience, to teach the Overload. We used 
the latter, as our Department Advisory Committee. They would also 
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help place our Students on their three (3) OJT Rec field experience 
courses. The latter were required by the State for their AA Degree 
of 120 hours each, which were titled Coop I, II, & III. During the 
latter, they were also required as a team of two or three students, to 
Evaluate local Parks and Rec Centers. Many of the 
recommendations below, were from their Evaluations, which were 
National Survey Forms. 

     To date my two biggest concerns are: 1st, Why we have not 
used the HIGH Ground Across from Nottingham School, which has 
tremendous Natural Drainage for additional Multi-Purpose courts 
and athletic fields. We could do the same across from both 
St.Gabriel and Word of Life Schools, saving many man-hours for 
coaches, teachers and students. In addition, it would be much 
"safer" and easier to supervise, to and from the three (3) schools. 
2nd, The so-called "Valley Area", should be used for more Multi-
Purpose fields and courts, for small-sided, lead-up games and 
practice. This area has had drainage problems, and at times after 
some hard rains, looks like a small lake. Therefore, we would need 
additional "Drainage" improvements, which I believed the presentor 
addressed somewhat, earlier this evening. 

     As I sat in the Word of Life gym, I noted State Lutheran 
championship banners, in Basketball, Volleyball and Soccer. I also, 
thought of the Championship banners at St. Gabriel in those sports 
plus softball and baseball. And having coached in the area for 
nearly forty (40) years, and another twenty-two (22) years in 
Northwest St.Louis City and County, we have discussed the limited 
available facilities with many of my former players, parents and 
students. In addition, many of these facilities like our present B.J. 
Lenoard Field at Francis are in extremely poor and hazardous 
conduction. Case in point, today prior to going to the Word of Life 
Meeting, I stopped by the latter, and it looked like its usual 
"Swampy Condition", after a "relatively light rain", earlier today. 

     Many of the individuals, I mentioned above that I worked with 
and coached have moved into our area. We have discussed the 
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conditions many times, and I am certain they would agree that we 
MUST do better for our children and grandchildren. 

     I realize that these to emails are rather lengthy, however this is a 
tremendously important topic to our family, neighbors and above all 
the Youth of the Area. We would like to see thinks BETTER for our 
grandchildren, than they were for us, my five children and seven 
step children, that were all graduates of St.Gabriels. 

     Thanking you in advance for your help, and please remember as 
I mentioned previously, I am retired and am "volunteering", my time 
and years of experience to see this project through to its 
completion. 

     By the way, I noted in some of your recommendations earlier 
this evening, that many of items we previously recommended were 
included in your presentation. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 

James (Jim) A. Frisella, PhD 
  

Attention Ms. Coyne: Are you related to Charlie Coyne??? I 
coached him and a brother years ago at St.Philip Neri in NW 
St.Louis. I forgot the brothers name, since I only had him for one 
season. However, I coached Charlie on many teams and saw him 
and his wife at many Reunions, prior to his passsing. 

      
  

 
From: BishopFric@aol.com 
To: baringerd@stlouiscity.com 
Sent: 12/4/2009 1:51:48 A.M. Central Standard Time 
Subj: Area Youth, Rec Majors/Professional Recommendations to IMPROVE Francis Park  
  
Dear Donna: 
     As previously mentioned to you early this evening and previously, I am emailing 
you, RECOMMENDATIONS by those listed in the subject above. 
     I had previously mentioned a few of these to you, a few years back, as you 
should recall. 
    We cannot make the Meeting at DuBourg H.S,  because of prior scheduled 
responsibilities. Therefore, please submitted these for us: 
      1st..Install "Multi-purpose regulation" baseball, softball and soccer fields on the 
"High Ground", at the corner of  Donovan & Nottingham, excluding the TREES, 
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Shrubs and landscapped areas, near the sidewalks. These would be across from 
Nottingham School, going EAST to approximately Delor Street. This area would 
have "Excellent Drainage", compared to the present B.J. Leonard Field, which the 
"Old-timers" in the area tell me, was where a "Spring-fed Creek", once ran. They 
claim, it was put underground in pipes, and covered. If the latter statements are 
true, it explains why those fields have been historically "Swampy and Extremely 
Dangerous", throughout the years, with just a little rain or snow. 
      2nd..The latter area (BJ Leonard) should be CROWNED, with Multi-purpose turf 
or soft surface (which would help the knees and legs), and made into Small-sided 
Courts. EXAMPLES, 3 VS 3 basketball, 6 VS 6 Soccer, Batting Cages, exterior 
track, etc (next to or also around the tennis courts). The latter could be covered by 
a large shelter, therefore available for use during wet weather, and much safer for 
our citizens.                           
      3rd..The "So-called Valley Area" and Corner across from St. Gabriel Church 
(corner of Tamm & Nottingham, again east to approximately Delor), could become 
another Multi-purpose area for: Sand Volleyball, small-sided soccer, Indian ball, 
SMALL T-ball, softball, cork and swiffle-ball backstops at the base of the Hill, which 
could be removed for the winter sled riders. 
       4th..Expansion of the Playground area, with additional swings, slides and 
other Fun-n-fitness youth equipment, as large or larger than the neighboring parks 
(Note what Wilmore, Lindenwood and Tilles, has compared to us). 
       5th..A 5K, figure Eight (8) running trail  "Centrally" located, throughout the Park, 
approximately 4 to 8 feet wide, with a soft multi-purpose, "all weather" surface. At 
present, the runners & walkers who are concerned about their KNEES & LEGS 
well-being, like most "knowlegdeable runners", have made their own trail just inside 
the exterior sidewalk, rather than utilize the "Hard-Dangerous Sidewalk", around the 
Park. The latter would not only be tremendously welcomed by the present 
walkers/runners, but by the "Girls/Boys on the Run", from local schools. As you may 
know, "Girls on the Run" has been an after-school program at St.Gabriels these 
past few years. 
     As you read this, I am certain your  are saying, as you told me previously, "What 
about the Green-space"??? Our answers are: 1st, The "Entire exterior" of the Park, 
both outside & inside the Side-Walk would remain as is---trees, grass, shrubs, 
flower beds, etc. 
2nd, We would still have all the "Interior Green-Space", additional landscaping 
around and throughout the recommended trails, shelter and multi-purpose 
courts/fields. Approximately 70 to 80% or more of the Present "Green-Space" would 
remain. I maybe able to get FREE consultation from my son, nephew and niece 
who are in Nursery/Landscaping Businesses.  In fact, the latter own one of the 
largest such companies in the Greater St.Louis Area. They maybe willing and 
definitely able to improve the "Lillie Pond Area", since Ponds Lighting and 
Waterfalls are specialty areas for their company.  
3rd, What is more important, our "childrens health and well-being" in a SAFER Park 
or "Green Space"???? 
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     As mentioned in the subject, these recommendations are from present Area 
Youth, Rec Leadership majors from the Mid-70's and Professionals, that made 
many of these recommendations back then, to the City Recreation Department, 
when I was Director of Recreational & Park Leadership for SLCC (Forest Park). 
     In addition, we maybe able to get "Federal Money" over and above what is now 
available, like Dick Gephardt did for the newly built facility at Carondolet Park. As I 
recall, he secured the money for the latter over ten (10) years ago, because I was 
invited to the announcement meeting. 
     I am available to "Volunteer" on these improvements, "Free of Charge", and 
could probably get other Retired Professionals, like myself to help. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
  
James (Jim) A. Frisella, PhD 
Phone: 314-913-1710 
Email: bishopfric@aol.com 
  
P.S. By the way Donna, I rechecked my computer, and could NOT find an email 
regarding the Stop-Light at the Chippewa/Hampton Intersection. Therefore, please 
ask the gentleman you talked to, to resend it. 
Thanks, Jim 
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Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Carrie Coyne
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 2:33 PM
To: Felipe DeNarvaez
Subject: FW: Francis Park

 
 

From: Donna Baringer [mailto:4baringers@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2009 2:38 PM 
To: Carrie Clark 
Subject: Fw: Francis Park 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: Donna Baringer <baringerd@stlouiscity.com> 
To: Tom.Cella@McCormackBaron.com 
Cc: kbaudendistel@armstrongteasdale.com; kkoester@koesterlawfirm.com; blemp@Lemp-Anthony.com; 
Indelicatom@stlouiscao.org 
Sent: Tue, July 21, 2009 7:33:28 PM 
Subject: Re: Francis Park 
 
Thank you all for your volunteer time and contributions. I am putting you on the mailing list for when we start having the 
meetings so you can have input on what you thing should be done next. 
Donna Baringer 
 
>>> "Cella, Tom" <Tom.Cella@McCormackBaron.com> 07/13/09 5:01 PM >>> 
Ms. Baringer, a friend of mine shared with me your newsletter with the Francis Park plan initiative article.  I lived in the 
area and still play handball at the park every chance I get.  There is a group of us who are very interested in maintaining 
the courts.  Some members of the group are second generation players who also lived in the area at one time. 
 
The courts need repair because the plywood walls are delaminating now.  A couple weeks ago we painted the new lines 
on the courts and have continually tried to maintain the courts over some 25 years. 
 
The racquetball courts are being refurbished now and it seems this would be the time to fix the front walls of the handball 
courts since the scaffold is on site.  Is there a plan to continue the repairs to include the handball courts? 
 
We would be interested in assisting with labor or monetary contribution to get the walls repaired and painted. 
 
The park has been a wonderful place for us and we have enjoyed it immensely.  Please let us know how we can assist in 
the park plans. 
 
Thanks,  Tom 
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Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Carrie Coyne
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 2:34 PM
To: Felipe DeNarvaez
Subject: FW: Francis Park drainage issues

 
 

From: Donna Baringer [mailto:4baringers@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2009 2:37 PM 
To: Carrie Clark 
Subject: Fw: Francis Park drainage issues 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: Donna Baringer <baringerd@stlouiscity.com> 
To: smay@gundakercommercial.com 
Cc: 4baringers@sbcglobal.net 
Sent: Fri, August 21, 2009 8:32:03 AM 
Subject: Re: Francis Park drainage issues 
 
Hi Steve, 
Thanks for the thorough suggestions. When we start having the Francis Park master plan meetings in September, I will 
have these in the files AND will add you to the e-mail list to recieve info and invites.  
Thanks again, 
Donna  
 
>>> Steve May <smay@gundakercommercial.com> 08/20/09 3:14 PM >>> 
Donna: Hi. I don't know if I missed a meeting about the topic of addressing the water drainage, or lack of drainage issues 
from the ball field areas at Francis Park. I have a few thoughts if I may offer them. 
 
 
1.      My family moved to the 6200 block of Walsh when I was 5 years old. I was never home, always out playing and I am 
quite certain I was in Francis Park almost every day. As long as I can remember, that area has "flooded".  Winter (ice 
covered) spring, fall, summer, no matter. We swam many times in a hole that is now filled just northeast of the playground 
area. 
 
2.      The ball field area is the lowest point in a park that is the lowest point in the area. That is why a creek runs near it 
from the north side of the tennis courts. It is even lower than the lily pond. 
 
3.      Why not work with nature instead of fighting it? That wet area of the park would make a great garden area with 
plants that thrive in such a soaked type of landscape. Work with the Missouri Botanical garden or other knowledgeable 
group to create a spectacular, lush environment that would be very low maintenance and highly sustainable. 
 
4.      The current ball field configuration leaves much to be desired. The fields are too close to each other. The north field 
is too close to the tennis courts. The soccer fields are always impacted by the muddy or dried mud with hard divot covered 
softball infields. I think the great Bernie Leonard would agree that there are better places for the field named in his honor.  
Move the ball fields and soccer field to higher ground, such as the area in front of St. Gabriel's church for soccer, and the 
area below the sledding hill on Tamm Ave for softball. The area near the corner of Tamm and Eichelberger could contain 
a field. These could be developed at much less cost than engineering an entire drainage system to move water from 
where it naturally needs to flow. 
 
 
Francis Park is treasure that should last forever. A fantastic garden area that naturally grows in what is really a blessing of 
abundant water rather than a problem would add visual beauty, attract songbirds and provide shade. It could even be 
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partially utilized for a Public vegetable garden like the ones growing in other parts of the city, thus returning part of Mr. 
Francis' farm to production of food. Wouldn't it be great to include a small kiosk for the sale of park grown produce in Art in 
the Park? 
 
 
 
I hope you will offer my thoughts to your constituents. 
 
Thanks 
 
Steve May 
Vice President 
Grubb & Ellis|Gundaker Commercial 
7777 Bonhomme Avenue, Suite 1310, St. Louis, MO  63105 
Phone: 314.719.2036 Office  /  314-568-1086 Cell / 314.719.2020 Fax 
smay@gundakercommercial.com<mailto:smay@gundakercommercial.com> 
www.gundakercommercial.com 
 
Independently owned and operated 
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Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Nancy Vordtriede [nanv@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2009 9:10 PM
To: Richard Palank
Cc: Donna Baringer
Subject: Re: SLHNA History Committee

  
Not sure where the park plans are going, however my thoughts regarding the building are: 
  

• Lighting, heating, cooling (preservation purposes) 
• Security system 
• Usage for the SLHNA (since it is utilized by many committees) 
• Usage for a SLHNA Historical Society (what an excellent venue to begin Art in the Park's and House 

Tours too) 
• Architect's recommendations 

  
Nan Vordtriede  
nanv@sbcglobal.net 
Cell: 314-616-6468 
 
 
--- On Thu, 9/10/09, Donna Baringer <baringerd@stlouiscity.com> wrote: 
 
From: Donna Baringer <baringerd@stlouiscity.com> 
Subject: Re: SLHNA History Committee 
To: RPalank@slcec.com 
Cc: camphappyday@aol.com, stangmg@charter.net, gmelz@sbcglobal.net, jrwurm5@sbcglobal.net, 
kensignaramastl@sbcglobal.net, nanv@sbcglobal.net, paulr6337@sbcglobal.net, zanaboni@swbell.net 
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2009, 5:36 AM 

i will keep this for the consultant and i will put you on the list to come to the meeting. 
db 
 
>>> "Palank, Richard" <RPalank@slcec.com> 09/09/09 9:17 AM >>> 
Dear Donna, 
 
As you may know, the SLHNA History Committee has been very active recently on a number of different 
fronts, one of which is our attempts to find a neutral, permanent home for the historical artifacts we are 
collecting. (As examples, Ann Layton has recently donated four originals of News of St. Louis Hills from 1945 
to 1952. Also, Mitch has located two DVDs of interviews that were conducted with noteworthy residents of St. 
Louis Hills.) 
 
The Committee has encountered significant difficulty in getting a few residents who hold a significant amount 
of historical artifacts to surrender them to the Association. We think that if the Committee could locate a neutral 
site (as opposed to someone's basement), those residents would then release the artifacts. 
 
Nancy Vordtriede has suggested the Parkey Station at Francis Park as a possible site. She said that the building 
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is already being used by many committees of the Association, and that it would be a perfect site for historical 
artifacts. 
 
Since there are ongoing discussions about the rehab of the park, and about installing security cameras within the 
park, the Committee strongly encourages you and the Association to include this proposal in these discussions.
 
We would very much appreciate your and Ken's thoughts about our proposal. Thank you. 
 
Rick 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1

Felipe DeNarvaez

From: Carrie Coyne
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 2:34 PM
To: Felipe DeNarvaez
Subject: FW: Francis Park Master Plan
Attachments: FrancisParkSandVolleyBallCourts.jpg

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jim Schmitz [mailto:jim.schmitz@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2009 8:44 PM 
To: Donna Baringer 
Subject: Francis Park Master Plan 
 
Alderwoman Baringer, 
 
Saw your article in the monthly shopper about the upcoming Francis Park planning. I emailed 
you earlier this summer about an idea for putting Sand Volleyball courts in the park. I think 
you previously had that idea also. Attached is a crude drawing of my thoughts on where the 
courts should go ‐ right across from the existing raquetball courts. That area is already 
flat and out of the way from other fields. I would suggest when it gets that far, some of the 
planning committee do a trip out to Ballwin Park to see their courts. 
 
Thanks for keeping neighborhood informed! 
 
Jim Schmitz 
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Francis Park Strategic Plan

1. Handball Court

2.raCquetball Court

3. lily Pond

4. Park StruCture

5.tenniS CourtS     

FaCility inventory

A visual inventory was completed on the existing 
conditions of all park structures to determine 
possible improvements and provide a basic 
understanding of the issues that could affect 
opinion of probable cost.  



1. Handball Court

   

Wall supports are 
deteriorating, bowing and/or 
missing.

Wall boards are deteriorating 
and bowing.  Fasteners are 
missing.

Screen dividers between 
courts are ripped.

Court floor is cracking and 
settling.  Water settles on 
paving and drainage needs 
improvement.



Francis Park Strategic Plan

2.raCquetball Court

    

Pavement inside and outside of courts 
are cracking and settling.  Water is not 
draining properly from courts.

Roof structure is in fair 
condition.  Appears to have 
been painted recently.

Access to courts is limited by  
narrow door opening.

Back of handball court is utilized for 
soccer kicking wall.  Wall is solid but 
grading in kicking area should be 
improved for better drainage.

Walls of structure are solid and in good condition.  
Windows are scratched but not cracked.



3. lily Pond

   

Pool overflow structures are small and 
frequently clog.

Water input.

Note: Pond maintenance crew reported leaking from the pool prior to recent water proofing of the 
pool structure.  A mechanical review of plumbing and drainage structures was not part of this visual 
assessment.  However, it is recommended that all valves and seals be examined, cleaned and 
reassembled annually in order to remove sediment and deposits that can cause leaking.

Pool edge is slightly lower 
than adjacent grades.  Water 
can lap out of pool into 
adjacent lawn areas in windy 
conditions.

Pond cracks have been 
filled and pond structure was 
painted with waterproofing to 
prevent leaks.

Water line location and access.  This area of adjacent lawn 
is lightly low and usually wet.  
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4. Park StruCture

    

Park structure exterior is in fair 
condition.  Windows are operable 
but do not meet current building 
standards.  Structure has heat, water 
and electric service.

Rest Room inside park 
structure without public 
access.

Structure garages are utilized 
by St. Louis Hills Neighborhood 
Association for maintenance and 
programming equipment.

Structure attic is open to access.



4. Park StruCture Cont.    

Public rest rooms were recently 
updated by the parks department, 
are in working order and meet ADA 
standards.

Improved utilities 
provide power for 
community wide 
events.  

Portions of ceiling, all wall coverings 
and doorways materials remain in 
original condition.  Doors do not 
meet ADA standards.

Note: In general the park 
structure is in solid condition.  
Building would need to be 
made ADA compliant in 
order to accommodate a 
repurposing.
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5.tenniS CourtS     

Tennis court fencing is in need of 
repair.  It is leaning, rusting and 
broken in some locations. Fences 
are in traditional rectangular 
configuration with 90 angles at 
corners.

Note: Courts are unlit.
Courts drain well.

Views in and out of the tennis courts are open.  There is no screening to 
provide better sight lines for play.
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E - 2005 StratEgic 
Plan rESultS



Francis Park Strategic Plan

St. Louis Hills Neighborhood Association
Francis Park Committee

No. Suggestion 1 - Low Priority 2- Med / Low Priority 3 - Medium Priority 4 - Med High Priority 5 - High Priority Total (7.5 or better)

1 Annual Tree Pruning 1 0 1 1 8 9.6

2 Annual Tree Reforestation 0 0 0 3 8 10.4

3 Wood Chip Running Trail 1 3 3 5 0 7.2

4 Renovate Handball / Racquetball Courts 0 3 5 3 1 7.6

5 Replace Sidewalk (along Donavan) 0 2 4 3 3 8.6

6 Fill in & reseed lower areas that flood and hold water 0 2 0 6 4 9.6

7 Install "ornamental" lighting along the interior walks 0 5 3 4 0 7.0

8 Ornamental Memorial plaza (Creek Bed Area - 
Tamm)

0 2 4 4 2 8.4

9 Perm Stone Edge @ Creek Bed to prevent erosion 2 0 4 6 0 7.6

10 Repair / Replace Fence @ Tennis Court 1 1 5 3 2 8.0

11 Add Ground Cover / Plants in area between tennis 
courts

2 1 5 2 0 5.4

12 Replace Picnic Tables / Add More 1 1 3 4 3 8.6

13 New Basketball Court 6 2 3 0 0 3.8

14 Part Time (SLHNA - financed) park employee for 
Maint

0 0 4 6 2 9.2

15 Picnic Pavilion - For Med. Sized Groups / Reserved 6 2 3 0 0 3.8

16 More Trash Cans 0 1 1 4 6 10.2

17 More Frequent Trash Pick-up 0 0 2 4 6 10.4

18 Temporary Canopy Tent (rental for large events) 4 4 2 2 0 5.2

19 Amphitheater - Permanent 9 2 0 1 1 4.4

20 Removal of existing bathrooms at playground area - 
remove walls and keep shelter

2 1 3 3 3 8.0

21 Add Culvert Pipe, fill in drainage area near 
playground area

0 4 4 3 0 6.4

22 Fill in & reseed lower area known as the "pit" near 
Nottingham

2 3 2 3 2 7.2

23 Convert Lily Pond to reticulating 1 1 2 4 3 8.0

24 Replace Lily Pond 3 2 5 2 0 6.0

25 Renovate Roller Hockey Rink (walls / fence) 5 3 4 0 0 4.6

26 Aerate / Reseed soccer area (along Tamm) 1 1 8 2 0 7.0

27 Regrade / Reseed along Nottingham (St. Gabes) 0 2 7 3 0 7.4

28 Install Purple Martin "Houses" to help reduce insects 1 1 2 4 4 9.0

29 Install Electric "Bug Zappers" 10 2 0 0 0 2.8

30 Add More Benches throughout the Park 0 1 3 4 4 9.4

31 Install More Art / Sculpture / Statues 3 4 2 3 0 5.8

32 Improve Water supply system - fix leaks 0 0 0 4 8 11.2

33 Aerobic Workout Circuit around perimeter 3 5 4 0 0 5.0

34 Ornamental Signage - similar to pillar across from 
fire station

1 5 4 1 1 6.4

35 Night Lighting of Tennis Courts 2 3 5 2 0 6.2

36 2nd Playground area 8 2 0 2 0 4.0

37 Bike Path (within the park) 12 0 0 0 0 2.4

38 Dedicated / Secure Dog Park 7 2 3 1 0 4.8

39 No Perm Amphitheater  (comment only) 0 0 0 0 0 0.0

40 More Diverse Concerts in the Park 2 3 5 2 0 6.2

41 2-way Facing Benches along Tamm Ave (sledding 
hill)

0 2 0 6 4 9.6

42 Fire Pit Area @ top of Sledding Hill 7 2 2 1 0 4.2

43 Bike Lane around the outside of the park (street) 11 0 0 0 0 2.2
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