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The establishment and enforcement of controls over exterior architectural features within the 
Tower Grove East Historic District will ensure the on‐going historical value of the Tower Grove 
East Historic District. At the same time, such controls must reasonably accommodate 
contemporary design and lifestyles in order to maintain and improve the quality of life of those 
residing within the Tower Grove East Historic District.  

These Tower Grove East Historic District Standards (the “Standards") have been developed to 
establish a clear and consistent set of guidelines to govern the exterior architectural features 
within the District. These Standards supplement the Building Code of the City of St. Louis (the 
"Building Code") and any applicable ordinances establishing standards pertaining to the 
construction, maintenance and repair of buildings located within the District, and the areas 
surrounding such buildings. These Standards should not be interpreted as giving any relief 
from, or as constituting an abandonment of the Building Code or any such ordinances.  

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 64689, amended by Ordinance No. 64925, of the City of St. Louis, as 
may be amended from time to time, the primary responsibility for enforcing, waiving 
enforcement of, and, where necessary, interpreting and supplementing the provisions of these 
Standards rests in the Cultural Resources Office of the Planning and Urban Design Agency, City 
of St. Louis (hereafter, together with any legally authorized successor entity, the "Preservation 
Board"). Accordingly, all questions regarding such matters should be directed to the 
Preservation Board.  

There are two basic concepts inherent in these Standards. They are embodied in the definitions 
of Public, Semi‐Public, and Private facades.  

Establishing definitions for three types of building facades serves to recognize the fact that 
certain portions of a building arc more critical to the Tower Grove East Historic District's 
character than others, Accordingly, the regulations contained herein are more stringent 
than those for Semi Public and Private elements.   

As a final matter, many provisions of these Standards specify the composition of building 
materials which may be used in constructing and reconstructing buildings and building 
elements. It is recognized, however, that technological advances in the manufacture of building 
materials may already have resulted, or may in the future result in building materials which, 
while of composition different than that specified herein, perform identically, or sufficiently 
similarly in function and appearance. The fact that provisions of these Standards specify the 
composition of building materials which may be used should not be interpreted as forever 
foreclosing the possibility that building materials of a different composition may be approved 
for use. However, the decision to allow the use of such building materials rests wholly within 
the discretion of the Preservation Board.   

 



ARTICLE 1: DEFINITIONS  

101 Alley House  
 A residential structure located immediately adjacent to an alley, and originally behind 

another residential structure on the same building lot. Due to demolition, an alley house 
may be the only remaining structure on a building lot.   

101.1 Appendages  
 Steps, stoops, porches, and decks attached or immediately adjacent to the primary 

building.   

101.2 Carriage House  
 A building originally used to protect carriages and horses, and o(ten containing living 

quarters for hired hands. Typically, they are two story structures and are located at the 
rear of the building lot immediate to the alley.  

101.3 Cast‐iron  
 A method of manufacturing iron parts or certain building elements. The iron is heated to 

a molten state and poured into molds. Decorative tips, and tie‐red stars are two 
common examples of cast‐iron.  

101.4 Cornice   
 The decorative portion of a building where an exterior wall meets the roof. In addition 

to being decorative, the cornice often camouflages the gutter and supports the roof 
overhang. In the Tower Grove East Historic District, cornices are made of a variety of 
materials and designs incorporating brackets, dentil moldings, and ogee moldings. 
Cornices are typically constructed of brick, built‐up pieces of wood, sheet metal or 
combinations of all three. As used herein, cornices includes top cornices and crown 
moldings. (See Section 101.24)  

101.5  The Tower Grove East Historic District  
 That portion of the City of St. Louis described In Appendix: "Legal Description of the 

Tower Grove East Historic District."  

101.6 Dormer  
 A structure projecting from a sloping roof or mansard to provide a window into the attic 

story.  

101.7 Facade   
 An exterior wall of a building. The street facade is the wall of a building which faces the 

street. (See also Section 101.17)  



101.8 Flat Roof   
 Roofs which are essentially flat, typically having a slope of 1/4" per foot to 1Ú2" per 

foot, and usually waterproofed by a built‐up roof.  

101.9 Gable  
 The triangular portion of a building wall which forms two slopes of a roof.  

101.10 Half‐Flounder  
 A building with a roof which slopes from one side of the building to the other.  

101.11 Masonry   
 The family of building techniques which uses stone, brick, or concrete block units, 

usually separated by mortar beds and joints.  

101.12 Mansard  
 A steeply sloping roof, often incorporating dormers to provide light and ventilation for 

the attic story.  

101.13 Parapet   
 That portion of the walls of a building which project above the roof except the chimney.   

101.14 Permastone  
 A trade name often used generically to describe all varieties of synthetic materials 

designed to resemble stone. These materials are precast cementitious "stones" or 
panels of "stone" attached as veneer over existing masonry.   

101.15 Public, Semi‐Public, and Private Facades   
 (Comment: The definition of Facades is the same for existing buildings and new 

construction.)  

Public Facades   
The following architectural elevation(s) of a building:   
1. A Facade which faces a public street, Including those sections of such elevation 

which are recessed; or  
2. The section of a side elevation of a building which is set forward of an adjacent 

structure.   

Semi‐Public Facades   
The following architectural elevation(s) of a building:   
1. Side elevations which face a vacant lot or a side yard at least 15 feet wide and are 

visually dominant from a street.   
2. Rear elevation of a corner building which is visually dominant from a street.   
3. The facade of a carriage or alley house which faces the alley.    



Private Facades   
The architectural elevation(s) of a building which do not meet the criteria of a Public or a 

Semi‐Public Facade.   
 (Comment: A facade of a building which was once private does not become public, 

but instead semi‐public, if it is exposed by demolition. If the classification of a facade 
is disputable between two classifications, the higher classification shall apply. Public 
is considered the highest, semi‐public second highest and private lowest.)  

101.16 Reconstructed  
 The re‐creation of a once existing element (e.g. missing cornice) or the repair or 

replacement of a section of an element (e.g. damaged cornice).  

101.17 Routine Maintenance and Repairs   
 Small repairs which are necessary to prevent deterioration of a building or landscaping 

element. These are not regulated by these Standards and do not require a building 
permit except as may be required by city building codes. References to these items in 
this document are advisory. They include:   
1. Tuckpointing,   
2. Repair or replacement of gutters or downspouts,   
3. Painting of wood or metal elements or painting of masonry the same color or a color 

resembling that of the underlying material,   
4. Repair, but not total replacement of, existing retaining walls, fences, steps, stoops, 

porches, decks, or awnings,   
5. Repair or replacement of a flat roof,   
6. Repair, or overlayment of a sloped roof with the existing material.   

 (Comment: City building codes require a permit for more than 25% of the roof decking is 
replaced and allow no more than three layers of asphalt shingles.)   

101.18 Retaining Wall   
 A structure of masonry, reinforced concrete and masonry or wood which holds back 

soil.   

101.19 Storefront   
 A portion of a building typified by large, fixed pieces of glass. The glazing area normally 

extended from a knee‐high (30") sill to ceiling height, with wood or metal frames 
supporting the store window and transoms. The area below the larger panes of glass 
was often glazed and allowed light and air into basement storage areas.   

101.20 Stormer Doors ("Stormers")  
 Outer doors, historically made of wood, which protect the vestibule and the primary 

door of the building.   



101.21 Tooth‐in   
 A masonry technique used to form a new opening or close‐up an existing opening in an 

existing masonry wall. In the case of a new opening in a brick wall, the edges of the new 
opening are first notched beyond the actual width dimensions of the opening. This 
notching would allow for the insertion of half bricks aligning with the ends of the full 
bricks. The result is an opening jamb which is smooth, neatly aligned, and has the hard 
surface of the bricks properly exposed at the jamb edges. The reverse process would be 
used to brick in an opening in an attempt to blend the new bricks with the existing.   

 (Comment: This reverse process is not a recommended method of infilling a window 
within the Tower Grove East Historic District. Recommended methods are described in 
Section 203.2.)   

101.22 Top Cornices or Crown Moldings   
 Ornamental molding of wood with sheet metal flashing or entirely of sheet metal which 

defines the top edge of the finish material of a mansard roof and which covers the seam 
between this material and that of the roof. Cornices are typically constructed of brick, 
built‐up pieces of wood, sheet metal or combinations of all three. As used herein, 
cornices include top cornices and crown moldings.   

101.23 Transom 
 The window over the top of a door; either fixed or operable.   

101.24 Tuckpointing   
 A process of repairing mortar joints in a masonry wall, wherein existing mortar is 

removed to a prescribed depth back from the face of the masonry, after which new 
mortar is pressed into the joints and properly tooled.  

101.25 Visually Dominant   
 An element is visually dominant if it commands, controls, or prevails the visual 

perception of a building because of its size, shape, material, or color. It is visually 
dominant if:   
1. Its size occupies more than 10 percent of the visual plane of the building from a 

street or;  
2. Its size occupies more than 2 percent of the visual plane of the building from a  
street and   

a. Its shape is not aligned with the natural lines of the building to which it is 
attached; or   

b. Its materials are a distinctly different appearance or texture than those to which 
it is attached; or   

c. Its color is of a brightness, hue, or tone which contrasts with the brightness, hue, 
or tone of the building.   



 (Comment: This concept is only applied to selected, not all, elements to be added to a 
building. It is not intended to imply that nothing should be visually dominant. Some 
things, such as Mansards, should be visually dominant.)   

101.26 Wrought‐iron  
 A method of manufacturing iron parts or certain building elements. The iron is heated in 

a forge and shaped while soft, either by bending or hammering. Fences and gates often 
incorporate wrought iron elements.   

101.27 Wythe  
 A term used in masonry construction to describe the thickness of a wall. A 2 wythe brick 

wall is one which is 2 bricks thick. Most brick walls in historic residential structures are 3 
wythe walls, or 3 bricks thick (approximately 13").  

200  ARTICLE 2: NEW BUILDINGS   

201  PUBLIC AND SEMI‐PUBLIC FACADES OF NEW CONSTRUCTION   
The Public and Semi‐Public Facades of new construction shall be reviewed taking into 
consideration the following:  

201.1  Site   
A site plan shall describe the following:   

Alignment   
1. New buildings shall have their Public Facade parallel to the Public Facade of the 

adjacent buildings.   
2. If a new building is to be located between two existing buildings with different 

alignments to the street or in the event that there are no adjacent buildings, the 
building alignment shall be the same as that which is more dominant within that 
block on the same side of the street.   

3. If a new building is to be located on a block which is completely empty, then the 
alignment shall be that which is most dominant within the adjacent blocks or 
across the street.   

Setback   
1. New buildings shall have the same setback as adjacent buildings.   
2. If a new building Is to be located between two existing buildings with different 

setbacks to the street, or in the event that there are no adjacent buildings, then 
the building setback shall be the same as that which is more dominant within that 
block on the same side of the street.   



3. If a new building is to be located on a block which is completely empty, then the 
setback which is most dominant within adjacent blocks or across the street shall 
be used.  

201.2  Mass   
Mass is the visual displacement of space based on the building's height, width and 
depth. The mass of a new building shall be comparable to the mass of the adjacent 
buildings or to the common overall building mass within the block, and on the same 
side of the street.   

201.3  Scale  
Scale is the perceived size of a building relative to adjacent structures and the 
perceived size of an element of a building relative to other architectural elements (e. 
g., the size of a door relative to a window).   

A new building shall appear to be the same number of stories as other buildings 
within the block. Interior floor lines shall also appear to be at levels similar to those 
of adjacent buildings.   
If a new building is to be located between two existing buildings with different scales, 
or in the event that there are no adjacent buildings, then the building scale shall be 
that which is more dominant within that block on the same side of the street.   

If the new building is on a block which is completely empty, then the building scale 
shall be similar to that of buildings in adjacent blocks.   

(Comment: Building height, shall be measured at the center of a building from 
the ground to the parapet or cornice on a flat roof building; to the crown molding 
on a building with a mansard; to the roof ridge on a building with a sloping roof.)  

When several buildings, or a long building containing several units, are constructed 
on a sloping street, the building(s) shall step down the slope In order to maintain the 
prescribed height. The step shall occur at a natural break between units or firewalls.   

201.4  Proportion   
Proportion is a system of mathematical ratios which establish a consistent set of 
visual relationships between the parts of a building and to the building as a whole. 
The proportions of a new building shall be comparable to those of adjacent build 
buildings. If there are no buildings on the block then the proportions shall be 
comparable to those of adjacent blocks.   

201.5  Ratio of Solid to Void   
1. The ratio of solid to void is the percentage of opening to solid wall. Openings 

include doors, windows and enclosed porches and vestibules.   



2. The total area of windows and doors in the Public Facade of a new building shall 
be no less than 25% and no more than 33% of the total area of the facade.   

3. The height of a window in the Public Facade shall be between twice and three 
times the width.   

4. The ratio of solid to void may be based on a Model Example.   

201.6  Facade Material and Material Color   
Finish materials shall be one of the following:   

For walls:   
1. Kiln‐fired brick (2‐1/3" by 8" by 3‐5/8")   

  (Comment: Brick within the Tower Grove East Historic District is typically laid 
in a running bond with natural grey, white or red mortar. Typical joints 
include concave, struck and v‐groove. Most brick within the Tower Grove East 
Historic District is red or orange with only minor variations in coloration.)   

2. Stone common to the Tower Grove East Historic District.   
3. Scored stucco and sandstone.   
4. 4" lap wood siding or vinyl siding which appears as 4" wood siding.  

For foundations:   
1. Stone, new or reused, which matches that used in the Tower Grove East Historic 

District;   
2. Cast‐in‐place concrete with a stone veneer; or  
3. Cast‐in‐place concrete, painted.  

Finished facade materials shall be their natural color or the color of the natural 
material which they replicate or if sandstone, painted. Limestone may be painted.   

Glazing shall be clear, uncolored glass or based on a Model Example.   

202  PRIVATE FACADE OF NEW CONSTRUCTION   
Materials at private Facades of new construction shall be one of those listed in  
201.6(1)(1).  

203  GARAGES AND CARPORTS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION   
Garages and Carports are not regulated except as follows:  
1. Garages and carports shall be set within 10' of the alley line.   
2. Vehicular access shall only be from the alley.   
3. Garage doors shall be parallel to, and face, the alley.  
4. Construction requirements per form:   



a. Garages shall be sided with 4" cover siding of wood, vinyl or finished 
aluminum, 4" beaded tongue and groove siding, brick or brick veneer.  
Unfinished siding is prohibited.  

b. Based on a Model Example.   
5. Garage and carport roofs shall be as set forth in Section 201.   
6. The mass and scale of garages and carports shall be appropriate for their use and 

shall not visually dominate the main building.   

204  PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION  
Site Plan   
Site plan shall include the following:  
1. The new construction as well as an outline plan of the structures to each side of 

the site.   
2. If the setback of the new construction follows that across the street or in an 

adjacent block, then a portion of that side of the street or block shall be shown.   

Site Section   
If the new construction proposes changing the grade of the site in order to 
accommodate garages or other basement activities which shall be open to grade, 
then a "before" and an "after" grade shall be shown in Section at the section of 
greatest grade change.   

Elevations   
All Facades shall be shown and shall include an outline of any existing, adjacent 
elevations. These elevations shall be accompanied by photographs.   
Floor Plans   
Floor plans are not required by these Standards, but are helpful in understanding 
why the exterior of the new construction is as designed.   

(Comment: Floor plans are required by City Building Codes.)   

300  ARTICLE 3: SITE   

301  SLOPE/GRADE   
The historic slope of a yard shall not be altered at the Public Facade unless it has at 
some time been altered and is to be restored to its original configuration. Alterations 
are not regulated by this Ordinance unless a historic retaining wall exists. An existing 
historic retaining wall (stone or brick) shall not be removed or altered.  

302  LANDSCAPING WALLS   
(Comment: Landscaping walls essentially function as fences.)   



Walls shall meet the following:  
1. Not sit in front of a Public Facade.   
2. Be of a height of 38" or less.   
3. Be constructed of red brick and have a limestone or precast concrete cap or be 

constructed of stone.   

302.1   Retaining Walls on Public Facades  
New and reconstructed retaining walls shall replicate the appearance of a historic wall.  
Thus stone or brick may be applied as a veneer to a concrete wall as long as the outward 
appearance meets the visual qualities of a historic wall.   

303  FENCES   
(Comment: Fences are a very important part of the streetscape within historic 
districts. Fences can frame a view of an individual's property, define public versus 
private ownership, and act in unison with other fences and walls to add a sense 
of continuity and rhythm to the street.)  

303.1  Low Fences  
1. Low fences are those fences with a height of 38" or less when measured from the 

ground.   
2. Low fences shall be of one of the following types:   

(a) Wrought or cast iron;  
(b) Treated or rot‐resistant wood picket fence consisting of posts, rails and 

vertical pickets painted or treated with opaque stain; or   
(c) Chain link, but only if it is behind a Private Facade and either painted a 

dark color or clad with a dark colored vinyl.   
3. In no event shall a low fence obscure significant architectural features of a 

building.   

303.2  High Fences  
High fences are fences taller than 38", but less than 72" in height when measured 
from the ground.   

(Comment: Fences higher than 72" are prohibited by City Building Codes.)   

High fences are restricted to the following locations:   
1. At or behind the building line of a Public Facade.   
2. Private or Semi‐Public Facades  

High fences shall be one of the following types:   



1. Boards placed vertically, if the structure of the fence will not be visible from the 
Public Facade.   

2. Lattice of one consistent design, either placed at a 35 or 90 degree angle. The 
lattice shall be completely within a frame constructed of posts and rails.   

3. Wrought or cast iron.  
4. Stone or brick pillars in combination with one of the above.   

303.3  Prohibited Materials   
The following types of fences are prohibited at all Facades:   
1. All wire fences.  
2. Chain link fences, except at Private Facades where they must be painted a dark 

color, or clad in a dark colored vinyl.   
3. Concrete or block.  

304  SIDEWALKS AND STEPS  
At the Public Facade sidewalks shall be one of the following:  
1. Red brick.   
2. Cast‐in‐place concrete with an exposed aggregate finish.   
3. Bomanite or equivalent.   
4. A combination of the above.  

(Comment: The sidewalk on the street is City property, but the responsibility of 
property owners. Repair of existing brick sidewalks is preferred. If repair is not 
possible, or there is no brick sidewalk, cast in place concrete with an aggregate 
finish is preferred.)   

All sidewalks shall make allowances for street trees. If possible, a 3 foot tree lawn is 
required. If a tree lawn of at least 3 feet is not possible, then tree wells of at least 3 
feet by 3 feet shall be placed at intervals determined by the City of St. Louis Forestry 
Division.   

(Comment: It is preferred that tree wells be 5 feet by 5 feet and tree lawns be 5 
feet. All property owners are encouraged to plant, or allow other individuals or 
organizations to plant street trees at intervals determined by the City of St. Louis 
Forestry Division.)   

305  LANDSCAPE LIGHTING AT PUBLIC FACADES   
Landscape lighting shall not detract from any architecturally significant features of a 
building.   

306  SWIMMING POOLS   
Above‐ground and in‐ground pools shall not be visible from the street.   



(Comment both City Health Department Code and City Building Code regulate 
construction and use of swimming pools.)   

307  YARD STRUCTURES   
Yard structures at Private Facades are not regulated by this Ordinance.  

The following are prohibited:   
1. Pre‐fabricated metal structures   
2. Fiberglass structures.   

Designs shall be of mass and scale appropriate to the space they occupy and 
constructed of such materials acceptable by this Code for new construction.   

(Comment: The City Building Code regulates construction of yard structures.)   

ARTICLE 4: SEVERABILITY  

If any provision, sentence, clause, section, part or application, of this Code is for any reason 
held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality, or invalidity 
shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections, parts or 
applications of this Code.  
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