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BOARD BILL NO.____     INTRODUCED BY: ALDERWOMEN INGRASSIA, 

ALDERWOMAN GREEN & ALDERWOMAN RICE 

An ordinance to designate portions of the Tower Grove East Neighborhood as a Local 1 

Historic District under provisions of Title Twenty-Four of the Code of the City of St. 2 

Louis, a complete description of the boundaries of the District more fully described in 3 

the body of this ordinance, and providing for a development plan including Design 4 

Standards to be applied within the district and containing a severability clause. 5 

WHEREAS, the preservation, protection and enhancement of buildings, other structures, 6 

parks and items of natural or artificial phenomena located within a district impart a 7 

distinctive aspect to the City of St. Louis by serving as a visible reminder of the historic, 8 

architectural and cultural heritage of the City; and 9 

WHEREAS, the district herein described as the Tower Grove East Historic District has 10 

architectural and historical value which should be preserved for the people of the City of 11 

St. Louis and the State of Missouri; and 12 

WHEREAS, the Tower Grove East neighborhood is distinct for the manner in which its 13 

historic buildings relate to one another and to the street, for its cross section of 14 

architectural styles and for its uniformity of construction; 15 

WHEREAS, the combination of these physical characteristics and the importance of the 16 

Tower Grove East Historic District in the historical development of the City of St. Louis 17 

serves as a compelling reason for preserving the Tower Grove East Historic District; 18 

WHEREAS, the establishment and enforcement of controls over new construction 19 

buildings and additions to existing structures within the Tower Grove East Historic District will 20 

ensure the on‐going value of properties within the Tower Grove East Historic District; 21 
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WHEREAS, at the same time, such controls must reasonably accommodate 1 

contemporary construction techniques and lifestyles in order to maintain and improve 2 

the quality of life of those residing within the Tower Grove East Historic District; 3 

WHEREAS, Part IV, Sections 16 through 34 of Ordinance 64689, as amended by 4 

Ordinance 64925,  provides for the creation of historic districts and sets out the necessary 5 

procedure to be followed in establishing such a district; 6 

 7 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS: 8 

 9 

PART ONE. 10 

Section One. Pursuant to and in accordance with Part IV, Sections 16 through 34 of 11 

Ordinance 64689 of the City of St. Louis, the area set out below is hereby designated as 12 

a Historic District to be known as the Tower Grove East Historic District and shall consist 13 

of the area described as follows: 14 

Beginning at the point of intersection of the east line of S. Grand Boulevard with the north line 15 

of Sidney Street; thence easterly along said north line a distance of 109 feet 7 inches, more or 16 

less, to a point; thence northerly along a line parallel with the east line of S. Grand Boulevard a 17 

distance of 128 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection thereof with the south line of an 18 

east-west 15-foot-wide public alley in City Block 1444; thence easterly along said south line to 19 

its point of intersection with the west line of Arkansas Avenue; thence northerly along said west 20 

line across all intervening streets, drives and cross-alleys to its point of intersection with the 21 

north line of a 15-foot wide east-west public alley in City Block 1443; thence easterly across 22 

Arkansas Avenue along a diagonal line to the point of intersection with the east line of Arkansas 23 
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Avenue with the north line of the 20-foot wide east-west public alley in City Block 1440; thence 1 

easterly along said north alley line to the point of intersection thereof with the east line of 2 

Tennessee Avenue; thence southerly along said east line to the point of intersection with the 3 

north line of a 20-foot wide east-west public alley in City Block 1439; thence southerly along 4 

said alley a distance of 4 feet 6 inches, more or less, to a point; thence easterly along a line 5 

parallel to Shenandoah Avenue to the point of intersection thereof with the west line of 6 

Louisiana Avenue; thence northerly along said west line of  Louisiana Avenue to a point, said 7 

point being 125 feet south of the south line of Shenandoah Avenue; thence easterly along the 8 

north lines of east-west public alleys in City Blocks 1436, 1435, 1432, 1431 and 2081 to the 9 

point of intersection thereof with the west line of Nebraska Avenue;  thence southerly along said 10 

west line across all intervening streets, drives and cross‐alleys to its point of intersection with the 11 

west line of Gravois Avenue; thence southwesterly along said west line across all intervening 12 

streets, drives and cross‐alleys to its point of intersection with the east line of S. Grand 13 

Boulevard; thence northerly across all intervening streets, drives and cross‐alleys to the point of 14 

beginning. 15 

Section Two. The proposed standards to be applied within the district including only new 16 

construction buildings and additions to existing structures are set out in the Historic District 17 

Development Plan and Design Standards (Part Six of this Board Bill). The Standards, which 18 

have been reviewed and approved by the Preservation Board, the Board of Public Service and the 19 

Planning and Urban Design Commission and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of 20 

Deeds, a copy of which is attached hereto, are hereby adopted and incorporated herein 21 

by reference. Copies of said standards shall also be filed for inspection in the Office of 22 

the Register and in the Office of the Building Commissioner. 23 
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Section Three. All sections of this ordinance are hereby declared to be independent 1 

sections and parts of sections and notwithstanding any other evidence of the legislative 2 

intent it is hereby declared to be the controlling legislative intent that if any provision of 3 

said section, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, other than those 4 

as to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby and it is hereby declared that 5 

this ordinance would have been passed independently of such section, sections or parts 6 

of a section so held to be invalid. 7 

PART TWO:  DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 8 

Section One. The current plan for future development of the Tower Grove East Historic 9 

District is defined by the 2005 City of St. Louis Strategic Land Use Plan (the Plan). Under 10 

the Plan the majority of the District is defined as a Neighborhood Preservation Area with a small 11 

Neighborhood Development Area bounded by Hartford Street, South Grand Boulevard and 12 

Arkansas Avenue, a few large pockets of Institutional  Preservation and Development Areas 13 

including St. Pius V Catholic Church on South Grand Boulevard, Roosevelt High school on 14 

Hartford Street, the International Institute of Saint Louis on Arsenal Street, and Eagle Prep on 15 

South Grand Boulevard to name a few, and sections on the edges of the district along South 16 

Grand Boulevard and Gravois Avenue designated as Neighborhood Commercial Areas with the 17 

two blocks between South Grand Boulevard and Gravois Avenue going north designated 18 

completely as Neighborhood Commercial Areas. Implementation of the Plan is anticipated by 19 

building on the value of the neighborhood's inheritance of irreplaceable historic buildings by 20 

causing the adoption of a historic district ordinance containing design standards for new 21 

construction and additions, by limiting demolition of historic properties and by continued 22 

appropriate development of both residential and commercial properties within its boundaries. 23 
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Section Two. It is anticipated the establishment and enforcement of clear and 1 

consistent standards to govern the construction of new buildings and additions to existing 2 

buildings are executed to the same high standard and that the on-going historic and real estate 3 

value of properties within the Tower Grove East Historic District will thus be maintained. At the 4 

same time, it is anticipated that these controls will reasonably accommodate contemporary 5 

construction methods and lifestyles in order to maintain and improve the quality of life of those 6 

residing within the Tower Grove East Historic District. 7 

Section Three. Zoning Map: No changes in the current zoning map or of current uses are 8 

anticipated by the adoption of this historic district ordinance. 9 

PART FOUR:  SEVERABILITY. 10 

If any provision, sentence, clause, section, part, or application, of this Code is for any reason held 11 

to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality, or invalidity shall 12 

not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, section, parts, or 13 

applications of this Code. 14 

PART FIVE:  ATTACHMENTS 15 

Attachment A:  Tower Grove East Historic District Map 16 

Attachment B:  Tower Grove East Historic District Existing Zoning Map  17 
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PART SIX: TOWER GROVE EAST HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS 1 

  [See Tower Grove East Construction Standards] 2 

ARTICLE 4 — REVIEW PROCESS 3 

400.1 Application Process 4 

Property constructed within a City Historic District or that is a City Landmark requires approval.  5 

In most instances a building permit is required by the Cultural Resources Office even though it 6 

may not be required by the Building Code. This is done to protect the exterior appearance of the 7 

building and to preserve the character of the community.  8 

400.2 Proposal Requirements for New Construction 9 

Site Plan 10 

Site plan shall include the following: 11 

The new construction as well as an outline plan of the structures to each side of the site. 12 

If the setback of the new construction follows that across the street or in an adjacent 13 

block, then a portion of that side of the street or block shall be shown. 14 

Site Section 15 

If the new construction proposes changing the grade of the site to accommodate garages 16 

or other basement activities which shall be open to grade, then a "before" and an "after" 17 

grade shall be shown in Section at the section of greatest grade change. 18 

Elevations 19 

All Facades shall be shown and shall include an outline of any existing, adjacent 20 

elevations. These elevations shall be accompanied by photographs. 21 

Floor Plans 22 
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Floor plans are not required by these Standards but are helpful in understanding why the 1 

exterior of the new construction is as designed. (Floor plans are required by City 2 

Building Codes.) 3 

ARTICLE 5 — GENERAL PROVISIONS 4 

500.1 Severability 5 

If any provision, sentence, clause, section, part or application, of these Standards is for 6 

any reason held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, 7 

illegality, or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, 8 

sentences, clauses, sections, parts or applications of these Standards. 9 

  10 
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ATTACHMENT A:  

TOWER GROVE EAST HISTORIC DISTRICT MAP 
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ATTACHMENT B:  
TOWER GROVE EAST HISTORIC DISTRICT EXISTING ZONING MAP 
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