
NEW LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT PETITION 
 

Petition 

1. Name of Proposed Historic District: Tower Grove East Local Historic District 

 

2. Other Name, if Applicable: 

 

3. Applicable City Ward(s):   6
th

, 8
th

 and 15
th 

Wards 

 

4. Applicable City Neighborhood(s)  Tower Grove East 

 

5. Does the proposed district have any existing City or Federal Preservation Status?  If so, please 

describe and give a date(s) to the designation: 

 

The area includes: 

 Tower Grove Heights National Register Historic District Extension – April 16, 2004 

 Tower Grove East National Register Historic District – March 27, 2013  

 Crittenden National Register Historic District – July 7, 1983 

 

6. Petition Requirements:  Please submit the following as required by Ordinance No. 64689,  

Section 18—Petition Filing Requirements—Historic District Designation  

 

A.  General location map of the proposed district: 

  

See Attachment A: Tower Grove East Locator Map 

 

B. A statement documenting the area’s historic, architectural, cultural, archeological or 

aesthetic significance.  Describe the current economic condition of the proposed historic 

district and the advantages to residents and to the City that may be anticipated as a 

consequence of this designation: 

 

See attachment B:  Excerpts from the Tower Grove Heights National Register 

Historic District Extension, Tower Grove East National Register Historic District 

National Register Nomination (if applicable), and the Crittenden National Register 

Historic District. 

 

C. An architectural survey map evaluating the significance of each improvement and/or 

geographic feature within the proposed historic district:  

 

See Attachment C:  Architectural Survey Map 

 

D. A plat at a scale of not more than 300 feet per inch indicating the existing uses of all 

properties within the proposed historic district: 

 

See Attachment D: Tower Grove East Zoning Map 

 



E. A general plan for the area, indicating all planned or proposed (public or private) 

restoration, development and demolition within the proposed historic district  

 

See Attachment E: Tower Grove East SLUP 

 

 

F.  Proposed historic district standards to be applied within the district, including but not 

limited to: Design and Construction Standards for building facades, setbacks, height, 

scale, material, color and texture, trim, roof design and landscaping; standards for the 

design details of all fences, streets and drives, street furniture, signs and landscaping 

materials; and standards for the demolition of improvements within the district: 

 

See attachment F:  Tower Grove East Historic District Standards for New 

Construction and Additions 2018 

 

G. Statement of amendments (if any) to the existing zoning classification and boundaries 

necessary to conform to the proposed plan: 

 

None 

 

Author of petition:  Christine Ingrassia 

 

Name of Organization: City of St. Louis Board of Aldermen 

 

Name and Position: Alderwoman, Ward 6 

 

Address: 1200 Market Street 

 

City/State/Zip Code: St. Louis, MO 63103 

 

Telephone: 314-622-3287 

 

 

 

     

 

 
 



TOWER GROVE EAST HISTORIC DISTRICT — LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

Beginning at the point of intersection of the east line of S. Grand Boulevard with the 

north line of Sidney Street; thence easterly along said north line a distance of 109 feet 7 inches, 

more or less, to a point; thence northerly along a line parallel with the east line of S. Grand 

Boulevard a distance of 128 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection thereof with the south 

line of an east-west 15-foot-wide public alley in City Block 1444; thence easterly along said 

south line to its point of intersection with the west line of Arkansas Avenue; thence northerly 

along said west line across all intervening streets, drives and cross‐alleys to its point of 

intersection with the north line of a 15-foot wide east-west public alley in City Block 1443; 

thence easterly across Arkansas Avenue along a diagonal line to the point of intersection with the 

east line of Arkansas Avenue with the north line of the 20-foot wide east-west public alley in 

City Block 1440; thence easterly along said north alley line to the point of intersection thereof 

with the east line of Tennessee Avenue; thence southerly along said east line to the point of 

intersection with the north line of a 20-foot wide east-west public alley in City Block 1439; 

thence southerly along said alley a distance of 4 feet 6 inches, more or less, to a point; thence 

easterly along a line parallel to Shenandoah Avenue to the point of intersection thereof with the 

west line of Louisiana Avenue; thence northerly along said west line of  Louisiana Avenue to a 

point, said point being 125 feet south of the south line of Shenandoah Avenue; thence easterly 

along the north lines of east-west public alleys in City Blocks 1436, 1435, 1432, 1431 and 2081 

to the point of intersection thereof with the west line of Nebraska Avenue;  thence southerly 

along said west line across all intervening streets, drives and cross‐alleys to its point of 

intersection with the west line of Gravois Avenue; thence southwesterly along said west line 

across all intervening streets, drives and cross‐alleys to its point of intersection with the east line 

of S. Grand Boulevard; thence northerly across all intervening streets, drives and cross‐alleys to 

the point of beginning. 
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EXCERPTS FROM TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 

 BOUNDARY EXTENSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Stacy Sone, Lynn Josse and Carolyn Toft 

Landmarks Association of St. Louis, Inc. 

 

Listed on the National Register 26 February 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



NPS Form 10-900 

(Oct. 1990)

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form

OMB No. 10024-0018

1. Name of Property

historic name Tower Grove Heights Historic District (Boundary Increase) 

other names/site number n/a___________

2. Location

street & number roughly bounded by Magnolia Street. Louisiana Avenue. Cherokee Street/Gravois 

Avenue. Grand Avenue_________ 

[n/a] not for publication

city or town St. Louis______________________________ [n/a] vicinity

state Missouri . code MO county St.Louis Clnrtependent City) code_51fi zip code 63118

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this

[ x ] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 

of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [ x ] meets [ 

] does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant [] nationally [] statewide [ x ] locally. 

( See continuation sheet for additional comments [ J.)

____________
Signature of certifying official/Title Mark A. Miles/Deputy SHPO Date

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my 
(See

 | Pep.
  Fede

opinion, the property [ ] nieets I ] does not meet the National Register criteria, 
continuation sheet for additional comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is:

[ ] entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register. 

[ ] removed from the
National Register 

[ ] other, explain
See continuation sheet [ ].

Signature of the Keeper Date
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Summary

The Tower Grove Heights Historic District (Boundary Increase) in south central St. Louis is roughly bounded by 

Magnolia Street on the north, Louisiana Avenue on the east, Cherokee Street/Gravois Avenue on the south and 

Grand Avenue on the west. The boundaries comprise the 24-block eastern tract of the Tower Grove Heights 

subdivision. The addition of this eastern tract to the National Register-listed Tower Grove Heights Historic Distnct 

(NRHP 9/6/01) west of Grand Avenue completes the entire Tower Grove Heights subdivision. A total of 964 

resources (all buildings) fall inside these eastern tract boundaries, with 781 contributing and 138 noncontributing. 

Forty-five of the 964 properties are listed in the National Register (Crittenden Historic District, 7/7/83, 43 buildings, 

and Former Seventh District Police Station, 3/22/84, two buildings). Of the noncontributing resources, 122 are 

secondary (mostly garages) while 16 are primary buildings. With one exception, all primary noncontributing 

buildings were constructed after the period of significance. Over 90 per cent of the 781 contributing buildings are 

residential (mostly two-family flats) with the remainder made up of secondary buildings, commercial buildings, a 

livery stable, a gas station and two churches. Most of the commercial buildings have residential space on the 

second floor and are located on Grand Avenue or on comer lots throughout the district. Contributing buildings were 

constructed from 1892 to 1935. The greatest number of these are two-family flats built between 190S and 1909. 

Red brick is the predominant construction material; other colors represented include buff, yellow, brown and gray. 

The original fabric of the neighborhood is highly intact, with little demolition since the period of significance. Of the 

16 noncontributing primary buildings, only one was built during the period of significance and the majority of these 

are concentrated at the end of one city block. Only one historic building has been remodeled to the point that it does 

not contribute to the streetscape. Builders applied an eclectic mix of early 20th century revival styles to the houses 

and flats. Consistency of scale on each street is immediately evident. While nearly all buildings are of two stories, 

two blocks consist of rows of almost identical one-story houses. A few district buildings are vacant but remain in 

good condition. The neighborhood streetscapes are highly intact with few vacant lots or noncontributing properties. 

The original Tower Grove Heights Historic District consists of 1,028 contributing and 208 noncontributing properties, 

plus one previously listed property.

Introduction to the Narrative Description

The narrative description discusses the property types represented - residential, commercial, and institutional. A description of each 

primary resource follows. These are arranged by city block north to south starting in the district1 s northeast comer. Individual building 

descriptions list the construction date. These dates match those recorded on buildng permits or occasionally, house numbering 

certificates. Architects' and builders' names are also listed when known (typically, the architect and builder are the same, and in fact are 

often also the property owner). The building's original and present use are listed as well as a style category. The Style/Design category 

records the closest National Register style while Second Style refers to the St. Louis sutKategories such as Shaped Parapet or Front 

Roof. The description includes any secondary buildings associated with the primary building. The number of contributing and non- 

contributing resources at the address is indicated at the bottom of each description.

Narrative Description

Residential Resources and Garages

Like the western tract (Tower Grove Heights Historic District listed in 2001) the Tower Grove Heights Historic District (Boundary 

Increase) is almost entirely residential. Nearly all residences are located on the east-west streets. The majority of buildings have red 

brick facades (except when noted otherwise). Yellow, buff, brown and gray brick are also represented as the primary facade material 

but red brick is used on the side and rear elevations of these buildings, fifteen dwellings have limestone facades and red brick sides. 

One primary buildng at 3526-28 Pestalozzi (photo 23, second from left) is an excellent example of concrete block constnjctioa The 

oldest bu'idng represented in the dstrict (also one of the few houses oriented to face a north-south street) is a frame house at 3172 

Arkansas i photo 51). This is the only non-brick house in the district
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Very few district buildngs can be categorized in terms of high style descriptions. Most use a standard revival style vocabulary for 

decorative elements on ordinary facade arrangements. The same builder often constructed buildngs on the same basic plan but with a 

variety of facade treatments perhaps using a dfferent color brick, or a Afferent type of porch detail or fenestration pattern. The buildings 

in photos 28,34,74, show examples of a builder addng distinctly different details to dstinguish each house. Typical details throughout 

the district include stone lintels, often with a keystone; contrasting colored or glazed brick trim; brick corbelling; and half-timber 

decoration. The result was rarely any pure style, but a vernacular approach to the popular revival styles. Most buildings in the district 

are classified under the National Register's broad category Late 19" and 20" century Revivals.

Because the National Register style definitions do not offer a way to differentiate the various exterior types found in the neighborhood, it 

is useful to break down the front elevations into common pattern types. The street elevations tend to fall into three major patterns: 

Foursquare, Shaped Parapet and Front Roof. The majority of residential buildings are two-story, two-family flats that fall under the 

Shaped Parapet or Front Roof category. These exhibit a wide variety of details, parapets, and are mixed together on the streetscape. 

(photos 30,32,55).

The distinguishing characteristic of the most common type, the Shaped Parapet (a term borrowed from the City of St Louis' 

Preservation Plan) is a front parapet wall hiding the flat roof behind. The parapets are usually shaped, often with a raised center and 

end blocks. Sometimes the builder added a front gable across the facade to conceal the flat roof (photos 54,61). Many parapets have 

a metal, wood, or terra cotta cornice at the base. The Front Roof is nearly identical plan-wise, but instead of a parapet wall, a false front 

roof (usually a steep gable or hip) is applied to the facade to Nde the flat roof behind, just as the Shaped Parapet buildings, there is a 

wide variety of Front Roofs and some of the district's most animated buildngs fall into this category (photos 24,66).

Building patterns tend to be distributed according to use. Most of the buildngs classified as foursquares were built as single-family 

dwellings and account for the district's most substantial houses (photos 16,17,18). This type tends to be concentrated in the northern 

part of the district on Halliday and Pestalozzi streets where foursquares may line almost an entire street (photo 6). It is also common for 

them also to be scattered among the other styles throughout the neighborhood (photo 33). Many of these single-family foursquares 

were architect-designed (William Lucas was responsible for the design of many fine foursquares on Halliday).

While the overwhelming majority of district buildngs are two-stories, single-story houses are also represented, a characteristic of this 

eastern tract that dstinguishes it from the National Register-listed western IracL Several one-story single family houses are located 

on the south side of the 3400 block of Connecticut (photo 50). These Shaped Parapet houses imitate their two-story counterparts. 

Another series of one-story houses line the 3400 block of Juniata (photo 42) and the north side of the 3400 block of Connecticut (photo 

45). These singl^family bungalow-type houses were bu'lt during the 1920s and, along with two two-story multi-family apartments, 

represent the entire historic buildng stock of the city block (the west end of the block, however is comprised of 1950s and 1960s 

residential buildings (photos 43,46). Although most one-story houses are confined to these two blocks, occasionally they are situated 

among two-story houses (photos 52,53).

Of the buildngs built during the period of significance only one, a four-family residence at 3433-35 Juniata (photo 38, third from right) is 

considered non-contributing. Fake stone covering the exterior has altered the window openings on this buildng and hides its historic 

features. All other buildings constructed during the period of significance are considered contributing - the general absence of significant 

alterations can probably be attributed to a relatively high level of occupancy. The feature most vulnerable to alterations is the front 

porch. The majority of buildngs have a front porch, usually positioned on the left or right at the two-door entrance. Many of these show 

alterations such as the replacement of the original piers with wrought iron supports. Balcony railings have been removed on many 

houses and some are missing the front porch entirely.
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The 308 secondary buildings(almost all are garages) are included in the descriptions. Generally, garages are considered contributing if 
they display exterior elements that identify them as historic (photo 41). Such features may indude brick walls, original or historic siding, 
or historic doors. Many of the garages considered non-contnbuting are historic but are too obscured by modem sidng and usually 
include replacement doors. Other garages are non-{;ontributing because they were built after the period of significance. 

Commercial Buildings 
Most of the commercial buildngs within the boundary increase are located on comer lots throughout the neighborhood. These doubled 
as dwellings and their style dosely resembles the residential arohitecture (photos 26, 30, 70, 78). The commeroial buildings on Grand 
are larger and often exhibit more elaborate decoration (photos fil, 65, 73). These also offered residential second story space. The 
district's only exclusively commercial building is a grocery store at 3172-76 Grand. This buildng features yellow and silver glazed terra 
cotta ornament and represents the dstricts' latest historic construction. 

Institutional Buildings/Other 
St. Elizabeth's School, constructed in 1894 and its three associated buildngs anchor the Crittenden Historic District (NR, 1983). Two 
churohes, St Pius V Roman Catholic Churoh and Messiah Lutheran Churoh are located on Grand. Romanesque St Pius, constructed 
in 1916 has a comer tower that dominates the Grand Avenue streetscape (photos 82, 83). Messiah Lutheran (photo 21) was built in 
1928 and features rose colored brick and Gothic decoration. 

Other buildings include the Seventh District Police Station constructed in 1900 and listed on the National Register in 1984. This buildng 
is located at 2800-12 S. Grand and includes a stable. A livery stable at 3441-49 Juniata (photo 39) was built in 1900. Its simply shaped 
parapet roof fits eaSJly into the streetscape of similarly designed flats. 



OMB No. 1024-0018 
NPSForm10-900-a

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 8 Page 159 Tower Grove Heights Historic District (Boundary Increase)

St. Louis (independent city), Missouri __________

Summary

The Tower Grove Heights Historic District (Boundary Increase) in St. Louis is locally 

significant under Criterion C (Architecture) and Criterion A (Community Planning & 

Development) as an excellent and highly intact example of an early 20 century urban 

neighborhood. The fourteen-block Tower Grove Heights Historic District listed on the 

National Register in 2001 comprised the western section of the Tower Grove Heights 

subdivision. With the addition of the twenty-four block boundary increase east of Grand 

Avenue, the entire subdivision as described in 1905 is represented. Like the western 

section of the subdivision, the area within the boundary increase is remarkable for its high 

level of integrity and architectural consistency as well as a successful example of the 

enforcement of architectural standards such as building setback, number of stories and 

materials. The vast majority of buildings were constructed in a ten year period so the 

builders and architects represented in the neighborhood were working within the same 

stylistic vocabulary. These factors resulted in an architecturally coherent neighborhood in 

which the majority of residences are similar but unique vernacular expressions of national 

styles. The district is overwhelmingly residential, although there is a commercial strip 

along the western boundary and a few commercial uses interspersed in the residential 

fabric.

Also included in the boundary increase are three important institutions and a historic police 

station. St. Elizabeth's School (organized in 1882 with the main building constructed in 

1894, Crittenden Historic District NR 7/7/1983) was the first religious institution or public 

entity to build in the district. The 7th District Police Station (NR 3/22/84) from 1900 was 

followed by St. Pius V Roman Catholic Church in 1916 and Messiah Lutheran Church in 

1929. A total of 919 resources are represented, not counting properties in the previously listed 

Crittenden Historic District and the Seventh District Police Station. Of the total, 781 are 

contributing and 138 are noncontributing. The period of significance of the Tower Grove 

Heights Historic District (Boundary Increase) is from 1892 (the date of the earliest building in the 

district) to 1935, the date of the last building to be constructed within the historic development 

pattern.
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Project Background

In 2000 Landmarks Association conducted a survey of a highly intact neighborhood called 

Tower Grove Heights bounded by Grand, McDonald, and Gustine avenues and Arsenal 

Street. The survey was included as part of a work program funded by the city's 

Community Development Agency. A National Register nomination followed in 2001. 

During the course of the research for the nomination, Landmarks discovered that the 

nominated area was actually the western tract of a much larger Tower Grove Heights 

subdivision that extended two blocks east of Grand Avenue. A reconnaissance survey of 

the eastern tract revealed what one would expect - the same architectural styles, and similar 

development patterns. To complete the documentation of the entire subdivision, 

Landmarks surveyed the 24-block eastern section in 2002. That survey provided the base 

for the boundary increase. Had Landmarks been aware of the subdivision's original 

boundaries, the area would still have been broken into two parts because of its size. Grand 

Avenue, a major St. Louis thoroughfare, offered a logical boundary because it divided the 

original subdivision's eastern and western tracts. The "western tract" of the Tower Grove 

Heights subdivision described January 22, 1905 in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, matches the 

boundaries of the original Tower Grove Heights Historic District. The "eastern tract" is the 

same as the boundary increase.

Much of the Background and Architecture and Community Development sections of the 

Tower Grove Heights Historic District 2001 nomination apply to the entire subdivision 

However, some institutions that were important to the entire neighborhood stand in the 

eastern section and were therefore not discussed in the 2001 nomination. Following is a 

brief summary of the neighborhood's historical development that was detailed in the Tower 

Grove Heights Historic District nomination. Also included is a discussion of the buildings, 

in particular the institutions, that are unique to the area within the boundary increase.

Historic Background

In 1855, the city limits were expanded to 660 feet west of Grand Avenue, adding almost 

fourteen square miles to the rapidly growing city and including all of the area within the 

Tower Grove Heights Historic District (Boundary Increase). The following year Henry 

Shaw designed a "Gardenesque" linear park reaching west from Grand Avenue, directly 

across from the proposed district, to Kingshighway and north from Arsenal to Magnolia on
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land south of his country home and gardens. In 1868, Shaw conveyed land for this park to 

the city in return for a special bond issue to provide initial improvements. Although 

Compton & Dry's bird's eye views of 1875 document the establishment of a fully 

developed Tower Grove Park (NR 2/17/1972; NHL 12/20/1989) in less than a decade, the 

surrounding neighborhood remained rural with an occasional country home for the affluent 

including "Schiller's Place" a vineyard and wine garden popular with the city's Germans 

for Sunday outings. The only horsecar line within district boundaries ran west from 

Gravois along Arsenal past "Schiller's Place" to Grand Avenue.

Much of the land bisected by Arsenal Street Road in Compton & Dry's Plates # 59 and #65 

had just been acquired by descendents of William N. Switzer, a prominent wholesale 

grocer with vast real estate holdings. After the Civil War, Switzer took out a $500,000 loan 

from Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company using thirty acres of his holdings as 

surety. 1 (Founded in 1846, Connecticut Mutual was one of the nation's first life insurance 

companies, opening a St. Louis office in 1848. By the 1920s, the company claimed it was 

the oldest continuing life insurance agency west of the Mississippi. 2) Connecticut 

appraised the property which included land on both sides of Grand at over one million 

dollars. Around 1871, having paid off much of the original debt, Switzer received an 

additional loan from Connecticut for $250,000. After his death in 1874, however, 

Switzer's estate was evidently unable to meet his obligations. In 1878, trustees Samuel 

Halliday and Edward Harrison sold twenty-seven city blocks to Connecticut Mutual for 

only $857.55 in lieu of foreclosure. 3

Architecture and Community Development

Meanwhile, an 1876 boundary expansion had brought all of the Switzer estate within the 

city limits. Connecticut Mutual began subdividing its newly acquired property . A plat 

filed in 1881 for the Tower Grove Park and Grand Avenue Additions included all of the 

previously listed area in the Tower Grove Heights District (NR 9/6/2001) as far south as 

McDonald and a smaller area east of Grand.

William Calm. A Matter of Life and Death: the Connecticut Mutual Story. New York: Random House, 

1970. 188-189.

2 Colton, John, W. The First Century of the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company 1846-1946. 

Hartford, Connecticut: the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company.

3 City of St. Louis deed abstracts book 49 page 61. City of St. Louis Assessor's office.
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In 1882, the Most Precious Blood Sisters of O'Fallon, Missouri (a teaching order 

originating in Gurtweil, Baden) opened a private boarding school for girls in a brick 

building at the rear of the old Schiller home near Arsenal and Louisiana. The school met 

the need of parents who wanted their girls educated beyond eighth grade. (Private 

academies and a very few parochial schools were the only source of Catholic secondary 

education in St. Louis until Archdiocesan high schools opened in 1911.) Although the 

school quickly reached capacity, expansion was delayed until after the death of Mrs. 

Schiller who had hoped to establish an orphanage rather than an academy. Completion of 

the High Victorian three-story St. Elizabeth Academy in 1894 would provide one of the 

district's important early magnets.

Most of the Tower Grove Park and Grand Avenue Additions, as well as several blocks 

north of Arsenal including St. Elizabeth's, was replatted as the Tower Grove Heights 

Addition in 1897. (No special property restrictions were included in this addition, but deed 

restrictions would be included in individual deeds from this point onward.) Next, 

Connecticut Mutual made general improvements to the property "including granitoid walks 

and gutters, water, gas and sewer mains and electric light."4 The Compton Water Tower 

(NR 9/29/1972) completed in 1899 corrected unwelcome surges in south side water 

pressure. In November of 1900, construction got underway at 2810 South Grand for a 

police station to serve the new 7th District with east-west boundaries from Compton to 

Kingshighway. Including a gym on the third-floor (an innovative feature) and a stable 

decorated by a fine terra cotta horse's head, the three-story red brick station (NR 

3/22/1984) set a precedent for good design in the district.

But preparations for the 1904 World's Fair monopolized most of the building industry 

including streetcar line extensions; those who did secure a contractor often found 

themselves paying inflated rates. Sluggish sales were also reported at the turn of the 

century in the upscale Compton Heights subdivision a few blocks north. (Citywide 

statistics comparing building permits issued in the pre-and post-Fair years published by the 

St. Louis Builder 12 [April 1905] record a strong upswing in activity in 1905. That 

phenomenon is reflected within the Tower Grove Heights subdivision.)

4 " 'Tower Grove Heights' Sold for $1,000,000," St. Louis Post-Dispatch, January 22, 1905.
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Newspaper advertisements indicate that shortly after the turn of the century, Connecticut 

Mutual was marketing lots in the Tower Grove Heights Addition through a series of agents. 

In January, 1905, Cliff H. McMillan, trustee for newly incorporated Connecticut Realty 

Company acquired all the remaining Tower Grove Heights property for an estimated one 

million dollars. Eight days later, McMillan transferred the entire tract to Connecticut 

Realty. The realty company immediately filed an amended plat that set a twenty-foot 

setback, mandated brick or stone construction, established a two-story height minimum and 

forbade nuisance uses. Arsenal, Hartford and Utah Place west of Grand and Crittenden 

east of Grand were reserved for single family dwellings with minimum costs of $3,500 - 

$4,000. (Nearby Compton Heights, laid out in 1888, held south St. Louis' most exclusive 

deed restrictions in terms of lot size and a minimum building cost of $7,000.)

Mercantile Trust, unsurprisingly charged with marketing and selling Tower Grove Heights, 

began an aggressive campaign. Newspaper advertisements became larger and grander, 

calling attention to the Heights' healthful surroundings, convenience to four streetcar lines, 

proximity to Tower Grove Park and value in comparison to the Central West End. 

According to historian Eric Sandweiss, the Trust also provided a half million-dollar loan to 

the realty company toward financing the lots. 5 In June 1905, only five months after it 

acquired the property, Mercantile held a heavily promoted auction to dispose of all 

remaining lots in Tower Grove Heights on both sides of Grand Avenue.

The auction and its attendant publicity nearly accomplished the goal of selling all of the 

lots in Tower Grove Heights. In the Mercantile Trust's 1906-07 list of available real estate, 

only a smattering of lots east of Grand in the boundary increase remained on Connecticut, 

Hartford, Humphrey, Juniata, Utah, and Wyoming. Several sites, including one tract 363 x 

127 feet, were still available on Arsenal where inside lots were advertised at $60 per foot. 6

Names of owners acquiring property and the architects and contractors they selected 

indicate a strong German-American presence in the developing district. In April of 1906, 

plans were announced for a $100,000 Tower Grove Turnverein to be built at the southwest 

corner of Grand and Juniata. This democratic civic center and gymnasium for German 

immigrants balanced the more exclusive Liederkranz Society reserved for elite German- 

Americans. (Sadly, the Turnverein, by then the "South Fork Lounge and Bowling Alley",

5 Eric Sandweiss, St. Louis: The Evolution of an American Urban Landscape, (Philadelphia: Temple 

University Press, 2001). 135.

6 Mercantile Trust Company, "Real Estate Price List 1906-1907," pamphlet St Louis, Missouri, 1906.
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was demolished in 1985 after a disastrous fire.) The Turners were soon joined on Grand 

Avenue by an assortment of small shops and stores taking advantage of improved streetcar 

lines and a growing population.

The Tower Grove Heights Improvement Association, organized July 2nd, 1908, and 

boasting a membership of more than two hundred by 1909, listed the following 

combination of accomplishments and goals in Southwest Saint Louis: Its Mercantile 

Interests and Prominent Citizens:

The making of Grand Avenue south from Arsenal Street; the making of Arsenal Street 

west from Arkansas; improvement in keeping the park on the south line; the agitation 

of an entrance to the park at Grand and Arsenal; and a driveway into the park at Spring 

Avenue; the building of a Carnegie Library in the district; burying all overhead wires; 

the keeping of vacant lots; better sprinkling of the streets; abolition of grade crossings; 

better street cars; removal of nuisances; the prevention of encroachment of undesirable 

elements, and, possibly the greatest accomplishment so far attained is the gathering 

together the residents of the district; becoming better acquainted, one with the other, 

and a union offerees for these and other civic improvements impossible to enumerate.

Another mark of increased stability within the district was Pope St. Pius V Roman Catholic 

Church organized in 1905. The stone school and former chapel on Utah from 1906 

designed by Joseph Stauder are reminders of the parish's phenomenal growth. Over the 

course of twelve years, attendance grew from about fifty families to more than 700 when 

the cornerstone for a new church costing $250,000 was laid on November 5, 1916. 

Signaling a new presence on Grand Avenue for the congregation and exhibiting fine 

Carthage stone and a Spanish red tile roof, the Romanesque Revival church designed by J. 

Sidney Lee of Lee & Rush was consecrated in May of 1923.

Lutherans who had moved to the district in the early 20th century worshipped first at the 

new Strassberger Conservatory (NR 3/27/1980) at Grand and Shenandoah before 

organizing Messiah Lutheran Church in February of 1908. Their small brick chapel on the 

present site (Grand and Pestalozzi) constructed by one of the district's most active 

developers, the Victor Architectural and Building Company, was dedicated in 1909. It was 

demolished in 1928 to make way for the present red brick Gothic Revival church designed

' Southwest Saint Louis: Its Mercantile Interests and Prominent Citizens. 1909. 70.
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by La Beaume & Klein and built by Kellerman Contracting Company at an approximate 

cost of $180,000. (The rectory is attached at the south.) During construction the 

congregation returned to Strassberger Conservatory for worship services. (Messiah 

Lutheran School and Youth Center completed to the south in 1957 at 2900 South Grand is 

non-contributing.)

Like the Tower Grove Heights Historic District west of Grand, the boundary increase is 

significant in the area of Community Development for the early use of improvements and 

restrictions designed to result in planned growth in the community. The architecture 

reflects a consistency rarely found in St. Louis neighborhoods of this period. In its twenty- 

four-block area, the district illustrates how contemporary building styles could be adapted 

and shaped through building restrictions and lot size. A range of styles is displayed, but the 

majority of the buildings are constructed in a revival style or the Arts & Crafts mode 

blending smooth, simple facades with a wide variety of architectural details. The resulting 

idiom is distinctive but does not fall within any single National Register style category.

Before most houses were built, the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company made a 

number of improvements which marked a departure from the haphazard growth patterns 

more prevalent at the turn of the century. The installation of sidewalks, electric lights and 

utility lines at the expense of the company along with self-financing at a point below the 

common rate made it a kind of proto-developer before that term was in use. Connecticut 

Mutual was thus at the forefront of planned development in St. Louis.

The Tower Grove Heights-East Historic District exhibits notable architectural unity but still 

reflects the evolution of national style trends. In subdivisions such as Tower Grove 

Heights, the lessons of the high-style architects were filtered down to architects and 

builders who defined their own vernacular translations of national trends. Some district 

contractors, impressed by the advantages of living near the park, elected to build new 

houses for their own families in what promised to be the showplace of the south side.

Only the single-family enclave in the 3500 block of Crittenden features lots fifty feet wide. 

Elsewhere in the Tower Grove Heights-East District, narrower lot sizes somewhat 

restricted the range of facade treatments, as did the lower average budget. Nonetheless, 

similar massing and scale maintain design continuity between Crittenden and many nearby 

streets lined with two-family houses where only close inspection reveals two front doors. 

Most of the earliest houses in Tower Grove Heights-East were foursquares; later
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development brought more flat-roofed two-family buildings (with either a shaped parapet 

wall or "front roof to enhance the composition) or modest three-bay cottages with 

corbelled brick parapets. Several blocks include four-and-six family buildings, but the 

most distinctive streetscapes within the context of this district overwhelmingly 

characterized by two-story buildings are those few blocks that feature one-story brick 

cottages or bungalows.

Variety is provided by decorative elements, color, and roof and parapet configuration. 

Exterior wall treatment is a major factor enlivening the neighborhood: a rich palette of 

brick colors, from simple red to a variety of glazed and unglazed browns and buffs, is often 

used at different sections of the front elevations as both primary material and decorative 

pattern. There are also fifteen stone-front houses and one concrete block house. (Brick and 

stone were the only two materials allowed under the Tower Grove Heights amended plat.) 

Combinations of trim and decorative elements were used to evoke Classical, Renaissance, 

Arts & Crafts and other styles, from applied frieze strips seen on a few buildings to 

modillioned brackets to classically correct capitals supporting front porches. Cither 

elements combined for decorative but rarely stylistically pure effect include brick quoins, 

keystones and end blocks, modillions and brackets at cornices and porches, applied friezes 

and cornices, columns and pilasters (most often at porches but sometimes placed between 

windows), varying window shapes, stepped parapet walls, projecting bays (most often over 

the front porch) and roof treatments with or without dormers.

The building types and styles found in the eastern tract of Tower Grove Heights are not 

significantly different from those built throughout middle-class St. Louis in the first decade 

of the 20"1 century, but the restrictions on development resulted in a more architecturally 

consistent neighborhood than most. In the late 19th century, deed restrictions were 

commonly found in high-class sections of St. Louis, particularly private places, but were 

uncommon in other areas. The creation of neighborhoods such as Tower Grove Heights, 

which imposed architectural standards for middle-class dwellings, can be seen as a 

precursor to the modern suburban subdivision.
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SUMMARY 

 

The Tower Grove East Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register under the 
Multiple Property Document, South St. Louis Working and Middle Class Streetcar Suburbs (The 
MPDF). The neighborhood is bounded by existing National Register districts and Certified Local 
Districts and is among the remarkably intact historic neighborhoods that surround Tower Grove 
Park, a National Historic Landmark.  While the earliest buildings in the District date to c.1850, 
the vast majority of building occurred between the mid 1890s and the 1920s. This was the 
timeframe of peak dependence on the St. Louis streetcar system. Indeed, the beginning of the 
boom in construction in the District corresponds with the arrival of the electric streetcar in the 
area. Roughly bounded by the streetcar corridors of Nebraska Avenue and South Grand 
Boulevard on the east and west, and by the streetcar corridors of Shenandoah and Gravois on the 
north and south, the District was historically well-connected to this critical mode of 
transportation. The District is dominated by residential architecture and contains a mix of 
working and middle- (and upper-middle) class property types that range from humble, one-story 
shotgun houses and early homes that reflect Missouri German vernacular building traditions to 
large, high-style mansions such as might be found in some of the city’s wealthy private places. 
Property types recognized by the MPDF that are common in the District include two-story, 
single-family townhouses, as well as both two- and four-family townhouse plan flats. Together, 
these three property types account for a majority of the District’s resources. Brick is the 
dominant material and most homes display unique stylistic treatments that showcase the skill of 
St. Louis’ masons as well as the incredible diversity of clay products available to St. Louis 
builders in the decades surrounding the turn of the century. Commercial and institutional 
buildings are scattered throughout and include schools, churches, a fire station, and many corner 
stores.  Single-family dwellings are slightly more common than multi- family residences. The 
District includes 1,026 contributing primary resources and 82 non-contributing primary 
resources. The few contributing outbuildings (84) are early automobile garages. These should not 
be confused with several very early homes situated at the rear of lots upon which a later building 
was constructed. Stylistically, buildings reflect vernacular aesthetics, various interpretations of 
revival movements popular during the late 19th century, and early American architectural 
movements such as Craftsman and Prairie styles. The Tower Grove East District is remarkable 
for its intact historic streetscapes and the quality of its architecture and meets the registration 
requirements outlined by The MPDF. 
 

DISTRICT CHARACTERISTICS 

 
The Tower Grove East neighborhood is situated in a transitional zone where the development 
patterns of the “walking city” meet those of the streetcar era. The land the neighborhood 
occupies was originally commons that were set aside for public use by the city’s French 
founders. Subdivision and sale by the City began in 1838, and in 1855 the land was annexed as 
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part of the city proper. By 1875 there was a scattering of country estates established in the area, 
as well as a number of residences that were situated along the major farm-to-market thoroughfare 
of Gravois Avenue.  Early residences from the decades surrounding the Civil War still exist in 
the neighborhood and reflect this diffuse development pattern.  
 
Not including the original land sales by the City, there are 25 identifiable subdivisions in the 
District dating between the 1850s and about 1916. These subdivisions were platted with alleys 
and a grid of streets oriented to the cardinal directions. Gravois Avenue is the exception at the 
southern end of the District with a diagonal northeast-southwest orientation that dates at least to 
the Territorial Period and perhaps much earlier. A little less than half of the subdivisions in the 
District date to peak years of construction (the 1890s in particular) and the remainder were 
platted prior to major development interest in the area. While homes were occasionally built on 
individual or double lots in these early years, these subdivisions generally sat waiting for 
builders for several decades before most of their lots were finally built upon.  This situation 
results in streetscapes that may contain groups of buildings constructed by professional 
developers in the early 20th century along with substantial numbers of buildings dating to the 
1890s, 1880s, 1870s, 1860s, or even earlier. 
 
The terrain is basically level in the District and most residences have raised basements. Many 
homes also have front yards that are higher than the artificially-graded streets elevating them 
further from the public sidewalks that run throughout. Flat roofs dominate but essentially every 
roof type found in St. Louis can be found including the vernacular flounder (shed), front- and 
side-gables, gambrel and hipped. False gables and false mansards are common on flat-roofed 
buildings lending added variability to the streetscapes where flat roofs are dominant. Ornament is 
expressed through the use of terra cotta, wooden and pressed-metal cornices, rusticated 
limestone, variable brick bonds, brick corbelling, string- and belt-courses, molded brick, 
variegated-, glazed-, and raked-brick. Most buildings are narrow and deep and have a shallow 
front yard. Entrances typically face the street although side entries are common on buildings 
dating to the 1880s and before. Setbacks are somewhat variable and usually follow the 
preference of individual developers and property owners, though large groups of professionally-
developed buildings tend to adhere to predictable patterns. One- and two-story buildings are the 
most common although the largest homes and commercial/residential buildings may reach three 
floors. One major exception is the ten-story mid-rise Marmaduke Apartment Building at the 
western edge of the District along South Grand Boulevard.  
 
As is typical of St. Louis streetcar suburbs as defined in the MPDF, commercial buildings are 
built up to the sidewalk and are commonly found at intersections along the streetcar routes, or on 
pedestrian corridors leading to those routes.  Most commercial buildings have cast-iron 
storefronts and large plate-glass windows with residential quarters on second and third floors. 
Many are currently still in use as stores, restaurants and offices. 
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Also typical of the patterns identified by the MPDF, the neighborhood is split nearly equally 
between multi-family and single-family homes. There are 480 multi-family units. Most of these 
are two- and four-family townhouse plan flats with separate entries for each of the dwelling units 
as well as four-family walkups with a single central entry. There are no six-, or eight-family 
flats, which is somewhat unusual when compared with other neighborhoods of comparable age. 
Apartment buildings in the District all have multiple entrances and contain more than four units 
on double -loaded corridors. There are five contributing apartment buildings in all.  
 
Single-family homes are slightly more common than multi-family units. These homes range 
from very modest brick shotguns with simple shaped parapets, to large high-style mansions. 
Most single-family homes however are somewhere in between these extremes with the solidly 
middle-class, two-story townhouse the most common form. 
 
Residential property types in the District all conform to typologies identified by the MPDF and 
include: side gabled parapet houses, shotgun houses, gable front/gambrel-front houses, duplexes, 
row houses, single-family and multi-family townhouse plans, multi-family flat plans, low-rise 
walkup, and double-loaded corridor apartment buildings.  
 
Commercial buildings are mostly situated at intersections or along busy streets and are nearly all 
either one-part, or two-part commercial block plans. Two-, and three-story commercial buildings 
usually have residential quarters above a cast-iron storefront space with large windows. There 
are 36 buildings with a commercial component in the District. 
 
Stylistic influences expressed by buildings in the District conform to patterns identified in the 
MPDF. Vernacular interpretations as well as high-style examples are common.  Late 19th century 
styles such as Italianate and Second Empire are common on buildings constructed in the 1880s 
and earlier. Second Empire Style is expressed primarily through the presence of a mansard, or 
false-mansard roof, while Italianate influences are seen in symmetrical facades, side-hall plans, 
and wide eaves with complex bracketed cornices. Romanesque Revival influences are found on 
multi-family, as well as single-family homes and are commonly expressed through the use of 
round arches, cavernous entryways, ornate brickwork and archivolt moldings. The style is also 
apparent on some of the largest homes in the District and is expressed further with engaged 
towers, asymmetrical massing, and the contrasting employment of stone and brick masonry. 
 
Twentieth century styles are also prevalent with Craftsman, Prairie, Colonial Revival most 
abundant. Craftsman-influenced homes employ a wide variety of materials such as stone, terra 
cotta, brick, glazed brick, wood and stucco on their exteriors. Bungalow, or more appropriately 
“bungaloid” forms are present as are vernacular forms such as shotgun homes with Craftsman 
stylistic vocabularies. Many Craftsman homes have gable roofs, though flat roofs and false-
gables are also common. Prairie influences are most commonly found on large, early 20th century 
single-family homes with Foursquare plans and hipped roofs, and on four-family walkup 
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buildings. These designs emphasize horizontal lines and may employ ribbons of windows and 
wide eaves. Colonial Revival influences are commonly seen in pedimented window openings, 
dormers, and porches. Homes that reflect this style frequently have glazed entries with sidelights 
and window fans, or columns supporting porch roofs with dentil cornices and entablature.  
 
There are three buildings in the District that were previously listed in the National Register: 
Grant School at 3009 Pennsylvania Avenue (NR 2/14/06) and the two buildings associated with 
the William Buehler Home at 2610 Tennessee Avenue (NR 12/28/00). In addition there are three 
contributing churches, Roosevelt High School, a fire-station, and three automobile-related 
commercial buildings. 
 
There are 82 primary buildings in the District that are non-contributing. Most of these have been 
classified as such due to the fact that they were constructed after the end of the period of 
significance. Newer buildings are usually infill and occupy lots where an earlier building once 
existed. Infill buildings usually date to the 1950s and 1960s although a substantial number of 
homes were constructed in the 1990s and even the 2000s.  The most common alteration that 
renders buildings from the period of significance non-contributing is the addition of pre-cast 
stone cladding to the façade.  A common practice in the middle of the twentieth century, this 
material cannot usually be removed without damaging the underlying historic brickwork and 
when applied over more than approximately 20 percent of a building’s façade it severely 
compromises its historic appearance. 
 

INTEGRITY 

 

The neighborhood possesses integrity with only a little over six percent of primary buildings 
considered non-contributing.  As stipulated by the MPDF, aspects of integrity that were 
considered in terms of assessing contributing status for individual buildings include: location, 
setting, design, workmanship, and materials. In order to be considered contributing, original 
façade wall material for brick buildings had to be present as did the original fenestration pattern 
and basic form.  Alterations to the height of a building, roof form, or number of bays were 
considered unacceptable changes.  While occasionally porches had been removed, rebuilt, or 
altered, in most cases this was not considered sufficiently damaging to a building’s association 
with a historic context to render it non-contributing. In some cases, wooden or metal cornices 
had also deteriorated and been removed. The loss of this ornamental detailing on an otherwise 
intact building was not considered sufficient grounds to render it non-contributing. While 
replacement windows and doors were common, as long as their installation didn’t change the 
fenestration pattern, they were not considered sufficiently damaging to the overall integrity of the 
building and its place in the streetscape to warrant non-contributing status. Boarded windows and 
doors were considered in the same manner. The use of pre-cast stone cladding was popular in the 
city both during and after the period of significance and as such, its use does not necessarily 
render a building non-contributing.  However, the MPDF stipulates that its presence on a 
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contributing building “…must be confined to a minor area…and…comprise less than 20 percent 
of the façade…”  This standard renders a number of buildings non-contributing whose forms, 
fenestration, and locations otherwise retain integrity and whose presence arguably enhances the 
streetscape by maintaining a continuous rhythm.   
 
There are 37 un-occupied lots in the district. Several of these lots are actually side-yards and 
were purchased as such by the original owners of adjacent buildings. Others are the result of fire, 
neglect, and deliberate demolition.  These lots are widely scattered throughout the entire district 
and overall do not impact the ability of the neighborhood to convey its association with historical 
architectural patterns. A vacant lot had to have its own address in order to be considered in the 
resource count. In some cases multiple vacant lots have been consolidated into a single parcel by 
the City of St. Louis. When a lot had a single address, it was counted as a single non-contributing 
structure.  In some cases vacant lots adjacent to a building have been combined with the parcel 
with the building. In these cases, the lot was not counted as a separate non-contributing site, but 
was noted in text. 
 
The 84 contributing outbuildings are early automobile garages. They are constructed primarily of 
brick or frame although early concrete block is also rarely present. Original brick walls on 
garages or wooden siding (mostly lap), as well as original fenestration patterns and even the 
presence of original doors were all important considerations in determining eligibility. Rarely a 
building is in its original location at the rear of a lot. This situation is due to early development 
patterns and the buildings were treated as primary buildings and not outbuildings. 
 
non-contributing garages (of which there are 379) are either heavily altered historic buildings 
with changes such as modern siding, enlarged vehicle entries, and altered roofs and walls, or 
(more commonly) buildings that post-date the period of significance as indicated by Sanborn 
maps and field inspection. Most garages are of modern frame construction with synthetic siding, 
aluminum overhead doors, and front gable roofs with asphalt shingles. 
 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Actual dates of construction, architect/contractor, original owner, when available, were compiled 
from Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, building permits, and the St. Louis Daily Record. When a 
building could not be located using these resources, city directories and additional maps such as 
the 1875 Pictorial St. Louis and the 1883 Hopkins Map of St. Louis were consulted in order to 
inform estimated dates of construction. In addition, the St. Louis City Assessor’s database as 
well as photographic documentation and visual inspection of all buildings gave further insight 
into dates of construction and sequences of alteration. Individual building descriptions contain 
address, contributing status, date of construction, original owner and architect/contractor when 
available. Buildings with “circa” dates, denoted by the presence of a “c.” are educated estimates. 
All others are based on historic documentation. Resources are listed in ascending numerical 
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order by street; streets are listed in alphabetical order. It should be noted that historic St. Louis 
City building permits are not always reliable in correctly recording “architect” vs. “builder:” in 
many cases the terms are used interchangeably on the historic documents. Furthermore, the 
original owner should not necessarily be assumed to be the original occupant. Speculative 
developers were frequently listed as the owner when in fact they never lived in the building.  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

SUMMARY 

The Tower Grove East neighborhood is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C for architecture. The neighborhood is locally significant for the quality 
and diversity of its architectural components and for their embodiment of an intact collection of 
forms, styles, and methods of construction previously recognized as significant under the 
Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) “South St. Louis Historic Working- and 
Middle-Class Streetcar Suburbs.”  The nomination is submitted using this MPDF under the sub-
context:  “Architectural Patterns of South St. Louis Streetcar Suburbs: 1880-1940.”  Because of 
architecturally significant outlier properties that both predate, and post-date the period covered 
by the MPDF, the period of significance for contributing resources in the District has been 
expanded to between c.1850 and 1946.  The neighborhood is a remarkably intact collection of 
residential, commercial, religious and educational resources that collectively form a district of 
superior architectural quality and integrity.  Surrounded on all sides by existing (and pending) 
National Register Districts and Certified Local Historic Districts, the Tower Grove East District 
contains a collection of historic architectural resources that possess integrity of design, materials, 
setting, and craftsmanship. Its listing in the National Register of Historic Places will make a 
significant contribution to the already-recognized catalogue of high-merit architectural resources 
surrounding Tower Grove Park, a National Historic Landmark (NHL 12/20/89). 

ELABORATION 

The land that is now the Tower Grove East neighborhood was originally part of the Petite Prairie 
portion of St. Louis City Commons, which was set aside for public use by the original French 
settlers.  Located on Compton Hill approximately five miles to the southwest of downtown St. 
Louis, the land was isolated from significant development pressure until after the Civil War.  
Mill Creek ran to the north of the area along the base of Compton Hill creating a barrier to travel 
and thus to development between downtown St. Louis and the District. In 1838 the city common 
land in the area of the District was surveyed by Charles DeWard and offered for public sale for 
the first time.1 The western edge of this original land sale was present-day Grand Avenue at the 
western edge of the District.  While sales were initially encouraging, the large size of the parcels 
and the depressed economy of the late 1830s resulted in a very long list of delinquent buyers and 
foreclosures.2  The City tried again to sell the land several times in the 1840s and while several 
parcels in the District were purchased, large-scale investment remained elusive. An example of 

                         
1 Eric Sandweiss, St. Louis, The Evolution of an American Urban Landscape  (Piladelphia: Temple University 
Press, 2001), 52. 
2 Ibid., 66 
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the land sold by the City in the District at this time was a nearly 10 acre tract purchased by John 
Oetting and John Albers for $417 as an investment in 1848. 3 

Five years later in 1853, Albers sold half of the property for $5,000 which demonstrates the fact 
that people were beginning to recognize the potential of the area for future development. This 
sale occurred within months of the second subdivision of the City Common in the vicinity of the 
District, which unlike its predecessor, proved successful.4 

At the time, an annexation of land that would take the District and much of the adjacent 
commons into the city limits was looming on the horizon, and the Missouri Republican had 
recently announced that Compton Hill landowner James S. Thomas would sell his forty acre tract 
as a subdivision. This sale marked the first major residential real estate subdivision in the vicinity 
of Tower Grove East and can be regarded as the first step toward the development of the area 
into the densely-settled collection of neighborhoods that exists today.  

Located immediately north of the District, the Thomas tract was platted as the South Compton 
Subdivision in 1858.  The Republican commended Thomas for his decision to sell and opined 
“[t]here is too much of this kind of property in the city, in the hands of wealthy men, and we are 
gratified to see such property on the market.” It also described the panoramic vista afforded by a 
Compton Hill. With few houses or trees to impede the view, the Republican noted “from this 
point there is a commanding view of the cities of St. Louis and Carondelet, and the fine rolling 
prairie in the west.” 5  The day after the auction, the Republican reported that all but one block in 
the 10-block subdivision had been sold at an average price of $3,000 per acre.6   

In 1855 the City limits expanded and annexed much of Compton Hill and the District.  Planned 
for years, this expansion was a driving force in speculative land acquisitions and the creation of 
several subdivisions. The same year, the City held its third sale of common land, including most 
of the land north of Sidney Street (in the northern section of the District) and the land bounded 
by Compton, Arsenal, and Gravois at the southern end.  Indeed, the auction itself was held at the 
District’s southeastern corner at the intersection of Gravois and Arsenal.7  

Despite the interest in the area, development remained sluggish in following decades.  Between 
1854 and 1865 four subdivisions were platted in the District, but actual settlement of the land 

                         

 
3 Subdivision Plat Maps. Office of the Assessor, St. Louis, Missouri: on file, St. Louis City Hall. 
4 Sandweiss, 2001, p. 69. 
5 Missouri Republican, 13 February, 1854, quoted in Carolyn Hewes Toft and Jane Molloy Porter Compton Heights, 
a History and Architectural Guide (St. Louis: Landmarks Association of St. Louis, 1984), p. 3. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Sandweiss, 2001, p. 69-70. 
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remained sparse if not non-existent.8  Mill Creek proved to remain substantial barrier to transit 
between the central city and the vicinity of the District. This impediment allowed the area to 
maintain a rural feel despite its close proximity to downtown. While not yet conducive to large-
scale settlement, the area proved attractive as a retreat for wealthy individuals in the decades 
following the Civil War. By 1875 when the Compton and Dry Pictorial St. Louis map was 
published, the landscape was one of substantial country homes on multi-acre parcels punctuated 
by copses of trees and ponds created largely by sinkholes.9 Major east-west streets such as 
Shenandoah, Victor, Rappahannock (now Magnolia), and Pestalozzi were present (having been 
laid out as part of the first division of the commons), but north-south streets mostly stopped 
abruptly at fence lines or existed as little more than winding paths.  In this earliest picture of 
settlement in the District, the summer homes of wealthy businessmen such as Henry Haarstick, 
Charles Teichmann and Andrew Einstmann are set amidst gardens and groves of trees. 

A surviving example of this settlement pattern is located in the District at 2347 Virginia where 
commission merchant Andrew Einstmann built an Italianate country home circa 1869 (photo 1). 
While today the home fronts on Virginia Avenue, when it was built that street was nothing more 
than the Einstmann’s fence line and the property’s address was at the rear along Louisiana 
Avenue.  

The home is a vernacular interpretation of the Italianate style with tall, narrow windows and a 
front-gable roof.  A rare property type in St. Louis City, this home reflects the pursuit of the 
romantic suburban ideal among wealthy city-dwellers of the Victorian era.  Lacking a railroad 
and separated from the city by an inconvenient geographical feature rather than by substantial 
distance, Compton Hill never fully developed as its own suburban community the way outlying 
suburbs such as Kirkwood or Webster, Missouri did during this time period. Residences such as 
the one that survives at 2347 Virginia were primarily used as retreats for people who had 
additional addresses in the city.  The Einstmann’s, for example, spent winters in expensive 
rented quarters in St. Louis such as the Southern Hotel, where Andrew perished in a catastrophic 
fire in 1877.10 

Other surviving homes that predate the historic context, “Architectural Patterns of South St. 
Louis Streetcar Suburbs: 1880-1940” as defined by the MPDF include a collection of one-, one-
and-one-half-, and two-story, gable roof brick buildings clustered at the southern corner of the 
District. Dating to the mid 19th century, all of these buildings are vernacular forms, and several 
are located in land that was sold as part of the third subdivision of the city commons in 1855.  
All are present on the 1875 Compton and Dry Pictorial St. Louis map.  Architecturally, these 
homes illustrate characteristics that are typical of what historian Charles van Ravenswaay has 
                         
8 Ibid., 74 
9 Camille N. Dry and Richard J. Compton, Atlas of the City of St. Louis, Missouri. (St. Louis: Western Engraving 
Company, 1875). 
10 “A Holocaust: The Southern Hotel Completely Destroyed by Fire,” Missouri Republican, 11 April, 1877. 
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described as the Missouri-German Vernacular Style. While some of these vernacular forms are 
not specifically discussed in the MPDF, the “Side-Gabled Parapet House” subtype is represented. 
11 

The Germans who moved to St. Louis in the mid 19th century brought both building traditions 
and skills with them. The contribution of German builders who settled throughout St. Louis is 
evident in the earliest surviving homes in older areas of the City such as Soulard, Benton Park 
and Carondelet.  It is rare to find examples of this early property type as far west as Tower Grove 
East, but the eastern and southern edge of the District along Gravois Avenue are on the edge of 
these earlier neighborhoods.  In addition, the road itself dates at least to the Territorial Period if 
not earlier so it is not without reason that buildings predating the dominant streetcar-related 
development pattern in the area might be clustered along its path. 

 Houses Germans built in Missouri from the 1850’s through the 1880s were described by van 
Ravenswaay, as not having a “self conscious or designed look about them.”  He explained in The 
Arts and Architecture of German Settlements in Missouri that the building traditions exemplified 
by early surviving brick homes in the area originated in German states from which settlers had 
emigrated and were adapted to suit new situations in Missouri.  This resulted in what he termed 
the “Missouri-German Vernacular Style.”12  The home at 3159 Michigan (rear) is typical being a 
one-story, side-gable house with a simple brick dentil cornice and paired stove chimneys at the 
gable ends connected by a high parapet wall (photo 2). Window openings have brick segmental 
arches and limestone lug sills. A two-story example of the property type also exists at 3114-16 
Arsenal (photo 3).  This property consists of two adjoined homes that share a single roofline and 
a simple dentil cornice; paired chimneys connected by a parapet wall at either gable-end add 
symmetry. While one home has bays with brick segmental arches, the other has massive flat 
limestone lintels indicating two independent construction episodes. Properties similar to these 
have been dated to the 1850s and 1860s in other areas of the City including the Central 
Carondelet National Register Historic District, Boundary Increase I (NR 12/20/07). Given that 
the subdivision of the land upon which the homes sit occurred in 1855, and their presence is 
demonstrable by 1875, an estimated construction date of c. 1860 is assigned. 

The house at 3165 Michigan also displays characteristics of the Missouri-German Vernacular 
Style (photo 4). It has a side-gable roof, raised basement, and is only one room wide and two 
rooms deep. The home is built into a terrace and the primary entrance is situated at the basement 
level facing Michigan Avenue. It has the telltale simple, brick dentil cornice and segmental arch 
window openings, although its central, jack arch window bay on the primary façade may have 

                         
11 Sally F. Schwenk, Cathy Ambler and Kerry Davis, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property 
Documentation Form: South St. Louis Historic Working- and Middle Class Streetcar Suburbs. (Washington, D.C.: 
US Department of the Interior/National Park Service, 2008. Section F. p. 8. 
12 Charles van Ravenswaay,  The Arts and Architecture of German Settlements in Missouri, (Columbia, Missouri: 
University of Missouri Press, 1977), 225. 
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been reconstructed during the period of significance for the District. The depiction of the home 
in 1875 shows two segmental arch windows at the location of the central bay originally, which 
would be more consistent with its early date of construction and the window openings on its side 
wall. Other similar side gable brick buildings from the time period can be found at 2824 
Pennsylvania (photo 5), 3142 Arsenal (photo 6) and 2837 Nebraska (photo 7). The home on 
Pennsylvania is a slightly larger variant of the same basic form being three bays wide. 

The home at 2907 Crittenden is very unusual vernacular form that reflects the influence of both 
the Missouri German as well as Federal style (photo 8).  This two-story residence has an unusual 
cross gable roofline formed by the perpendicular intersection of the main hipped roof with a 
“flounder” or shed roof ell. Flounder ells are not uncommon in St. Louis, but they are almost 
always oriented parallel to the primary residence, rather than perpendicular as is seen in this 
example.  

The situation of these homes as well as others not singled-out for individual attention at the 
southern end of the District illustrates the earliest period of settlement in the area along Gravois 
Avenue (previously known as Gravois Road). 

Out of 25 subdivisions in the District, ten were platted between 1855 and 1872.  These 
subdivisions remained almost entirely unoccupied in this time period because the area was so 
inaccessible to the central city.  The fact that people were not interested in settling in the area in 
large numbers appears to have finally dawned on local landowners as following the platting of 
Weizenacker’s Subdivision in 1872, there was a 13 year lull when no subdivisions were platted 
at all in the District.   

Despite the lack of population in the area, horse-drawn streetcars traversed the southern edge of 
the District along Gravois Avenue and crossed the entirety of the District along Arsenal Street by 
1875. 13 The presence of Tower Grove Park to the immediate west of the District, established in 
1867, provided a reason for residents of the central city to venture onto Compton Hill and 
probably sparked early interest in the area’s potential for development. 

In 1885, construction began on a bridge over the Mill Creek Valley and its rail yards. Intended to 
carry traffic on Grand Boulevard (at the western edge of the District) from the populous 
residential districts west of downtown to Compton Hill, the bridge would prove to be a key to 
development in the area.14 This bridge provided the level of access to the western areas of the 
south side that people had been waiting for and allowed development of the District and other 
area neighborhoods to begin in earnest. The year the bridge was built, subdivisions once again 

                         
13 Schwenk et. al., 2008,  p. E 23. 
14 Carolyn Toft and Jane Molloy Porter, 1984, p.7. 
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began to be platted in the District beginning with Roe Place; twelve more subdivisions followed 
in the next 12 years.  

In 1889, the exclusive Compton Heights subdivision was platted abutting the District to the 
north. The creation of this elite neighborhood, designed by surveyor Julius Pitzman (who had 
also designed other palatial enclaves such as Vandeventer, and Portland Places) adjacent to the 
District cemented the area’s status as an emerging and desirable suburb.  Real estate 
development began to boom as individual investors, future home-owners, and professional 
contractors broke ground.   

Anticipating the rapid growth of population in the area, the St. Louis City Public School System 
purchased property in the District at the start of the boom.  By the time Compton Heights was 
platted in 1888, the land upon which Shenandoah Elementary School sits (just beyond the 
northern edge of the District) was already owned by the School Board, as was the land upon 
which Grant School (NR 2/14/06) would be built in 1893 in the District at 3009 Pennsylvania 
(photo 9).  The land upon which Roosevelt High School now sits at the southern end of the 
District (3230 Hartford) had been used as a cemetery since 1845.  Known as Old Picotte or Old 
Picker’s Cemetery, the property was used as a burying ground until 1901 though it was acquired 
by the school district sometime thereafter and all interments were removed by 1916.15  The high 
school was built shortly after in 1922. 

In the 1890s, electric streetcar lines were established in the District along Arsenal, and on its 
boundaries along Shenandoah, Gravois and Grand Avenue.  In 1903, the District was effectively 
served by streetcar lines running along Grand, Gravois, Arsenal, Shenandoah, and Oregon (the 
latter being one block east of the District’s eastern boundary). 16By 1926, streetcar lines traversed 
Shenandoah, Compton, Nebraska, Arsenal, Grand, and Jefferson within and along the boundaries 
of the neighborhood.17  Streetcar access truly facilitated the settlement of the neighborhood and 
drove development patterns that are clearly visible today in the form of densely built blocks, 
abundant multi-family housing, and the placement of commercial buildings at prominent corners 
along transit and pedestrian corridors.  

The vast majority of buildings in the District were constructed between 1890 and 1930 and 
represents a population that relied heavily on the streetcar to provide transportation to centers of 
employment and commerce. Building construction in the District remained constant in this 
period, with the exception of a lull during the First World War. While some of this construction 
overlapped with the increasing adoption of the automobile, historian Eric Sandweiss asserts that 
                         
15 St. Louis Genealogical Society, Old Cemeteries of St. Louis Co. Mo.(St. Louis: St. Louis Genealogical Society, 
1984),  vol 3, p. 74.   
16 C.S. Hammond Co.,  Hammond’s 8 x 11 Map of St. Louis. (New York: C.S.Hammond & Co., 1903). 
17 Board of Public Service, Rapid Transit for St. Louis, 1926, (St. Louis: St. Louis Board of Public Service, 1926), p. 
30. 
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the streetcar remained the “principle mode of transportation for the city’s working- and middle 
classes throughout the 1930s.”18 Because the period between the arrival of the electric streetcar 
in the area in the 1890s and the point when ridership and dependence peaked in the late 1920s 
corresponds directly with the period when virtually all of buildings (nearly 93 percent) were 
constructed in Tower Grove East, the District can clearly be defined as a streetcar suburb. 

The MPDF defines eligible neighborhoods as those that: “…developed primarily for residential 
use…and are composed of contiguous residential subdivisions interrelated by shared historical 
associations with the evolution of the city’s streetcar system.  They possess a cohesive identity 
due to their common historical period of development and the significant concentration, linkage, 
and continuity of dwellings on small parcels of land along arterial, collector and side streets…”19 

It further describes neighborhoods that meet registration requirements as ones that have other 
buildings including “retail, service businesses [and] institutional buildings that supported 
suburban life, including schools, churches, community buildings” embedded among the 
dominant residential properties. 20  The District certainly reflects this pattern.  

In the District residential property types are dominant with commercial properties consistently 
situated on the prominent corners of collector streets and along streetcar routes. Three 
contributing churches are situated within the District as well as two schools and a firehouse. The 
situation of adjacent National Register and Certified Local districts has excised certain buildings 
from the edges of the District, which by all rights were also integral to the life of its residents 
including additional churches, schools, livery stables, restaurants, and even a large music 
conservatory.  While not included as components of the District as nominated, their presence 
adjacent to the District’s boundaries further illustrates the extent to which the neighborhood 
reflects the development pattern recognized as significant by the MPDF. 

Residential property types dating to the streetcar era of development include single-family homes 
ranging from modest to palatial, as well as large numbers of two-, and four-family flats. Large 
apartment buildings with double-loaded corridors are also present as are four-family walkup 
flats. The District is composed of the same variety of residential building types and styles that 
are highlighted in the MPDF. The District represents a showcase of middle- and working-class 
architecture typical of St. Louis at the height of the streetcar era. 

Single-family residences in the District include various shotgun variants, flat-roofed townhouse 
forms, side- and front-gable houses, as well as large mansions designed by professional 
architects and later American Foursquare forms.  Most homes have flat roofs, but by the 1910s 

                         
18  Schwenk et. al., 2008, p. E 26. 
19 Ibid., p.E 3-4. 
20 Ibid. 
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and 1920s, gables become more common as the Crafstman movement took root. Brick is by far 
the dominant material and masonry expression is of exceptional quality, even for St. Louis where 
the unparalleled size and sophistication of the brick industry in the city facilitated the ubiquitous 
construction of high-quality masonry buildings. An analysis of St. Louis neighborhoods that was 
written during the period of significance noted that quality and attention-to-detail in St. Louis’ 
masonry was not confined solely to the homes of the wealthy, but available to all classes.  The 
author noted that even “…the little story-and-a-half cottages present an appearance of 
individuality, thrift, and well-being, comfort, and substantial prosperity…The visitor to the city 
who is impressed by the extensive use of brick is also impressed by its beauty and the artistic 
way in which it has been handled…St. Louis architects have made fame for themselves by the 
success with which they have employed the brick unit in designing the wall surface."21 

Brick shotgun properties, frequently referred to as “shaped-parapet” homes in St. Louis, are 
common in working- and middle-class neighborhoods throughout the city.  These homes have a 
side- or front-entry, a flat roof and a raised foundation; ornament varies widely and draws upon 
aspects of various revival styles as well as Craftsman aesthetics in later examples. Many one-
family brick shotgun homes are plain, though stately such as that constructed in 1901 at 2704 
Louisiana (photo 10) for die-maker Max Seidel. Other examples can be more elaborate, though 
ornament is usually expressed primarily in the cornice. Cornices are usually ornamented using 
wood or pressed-metal such as the home at 2846 Pennsylvania (photo 11), or with extensive 
brickwork or terra cotta such as those at 2626 and 2911 Michigan (photos 12 and 13). Solidly 
working-class, these homes were occupied in 1919 by a policeman (2846 Pennsylvania), a 
carpenter and his leather-worker son (2626 Michigan), and a foreman at the American 
Manufacturing Company (2911 Michigan). 

A late Victorian variant of the shotgun recognized by the MPDF is also present in the District.  
This property type is one-and-one-half stories tall with a false mansard roof that references the 
Second Empire style.  Excellent examples can be found at 2316 and 2324 Michigan (photos 14 
and 15). Frequently, the quality of the masonry and the use of corbelling and ornamental pressed 
brick on these modest homes is comparable to that found on the homes of the very wealthy. This 
is a pattern that is noticed throughout the historic neighborhoods of St. Louis and is directly 
related to the fact that the unparalleled size of the brick industry in the city and the abundance of 
skilled masons depressed the cost of elaborate brickwork to the point where it was frequently 
employed in the most modest of homes.    

The most common single-family residence form in the District is the townhouse.  Described by 
the MPDF as using a variety of high-style treatments on their primary façade, these homes have 

                         

21 Dr. Mars, “Development of St. Louis Brick Work” The Western Architect. (June, 1916). 
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flat roofs (though many have false gables), symmetrical fenestration, and a single entry to a side 
stairway hall. 22  These homes vary widely in the extent of their ornament though mostly they 
reference revival styles through the use of arches and ornamental brick work.  They range from 
simple, stately examples such as that found at 3114 Magnolia (photo 18), to highly ornate 
expressions such as 2701 Compton and 2702 Compton (photos 19-20). Side entrances such as 
that on 2359 Michigan are somewhat less common than entries on the primary façade. 

Prior to the 1890s, many homes and buildings in the District were constructed individually either 
by or for specific owner-occupants. Toward the turn of the century, buildings were increasingly 
constructed by professional developers as speculative investments.  Usually these developers 
constructed substantial groups of multi-family buildings clustered together on a single block. 
This became the dominant development pattern in the 20th century in the District with multi-
family units being the most common form constructed after 1904.  

The next property subtype recognized by the MPDF and found in the District is the Gable-Front 
House.  This subtype is found in many forms in the District and includes both gambrel and 
standard gables; most date to the 20th century. Typical of the gambrel variety is 3149 Pestalozzi, 
one of a group of five such homes constructed by A.A. Terry for the William T. Terry Real 
Estate Company in 1908 (photo 16). Other Gable-Front homes display strong Craftsman 
influence such as the home at 2314 Minnesota constructed c. 1909 by F. J. Bradshaw for H. G. 
Chisler (photo 17).   

By the 1910’s and 1920’s, the aesthetics of single-family homes in the District had begun to 
change.  New forms like the gambrel roof began to make an appearance and professional 
developers were increasingly constructing groups of buildings simultaneously. Interesting as an 
outlier, the gambrel roof home is nowhere near as common as the Craftsman-influenced 
bungalow or “bungaloid” home, which is typical of single-family townhouses in the District 
constructed toward the end of the period of significance. Most of the bungaloid homes are one-
and-one-half stories with gable-front or side-gable roofs. Many have full-width porches and 
employ various textures and materials in their ornamental composition including, brick, stone, 
glazed terra cotta, and wood.  Collections of such homes can be found in the 3200 block of 
Hartford and 2600 block of Pennsylvania. In the latter case, developer C. E. Klemp constructed 
at least 13 Craftsman-influenced homes between 1927 and 1928. 

While the Tower Grove East District is dominated by working and middle-class property types, 
the desirability of its location and its proximity to upper-class enclaves such as Compton Heights 
resulted in a number of high-style, single-family, detached homes within its subdivisions. These 
homes usually date to the end of the 19th century and appear to be indicative of individual 
landowners who may have thought that the future of the undeveloped land of the District might 

                         
22 Schwenk et.al., 2009, p. E 19. 
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follow the same path as its wealthiest neighbors. While several large homes are found along the 
major north-south artery of Compton Avenue, others are scattered throughout the District.  The 
massive Richardsonian Romanesque home at 2712 Compton and the even more elaborate home 
of the same style designed for William Buehler at 2610 Tennessee (NR 12/28/00) are excellent 
examples (photos 21-22).  

The former was constructed in 1895 for prosperous tailor Severin Prag and displays the 
asymmetrical façade, Roman arches, cavernous entryway and prominent round tower that are 
frequently seen in interpretations of the Richardsonian Romanesque style in turn-of-the-century 
St. Louis.  The latter home was completed in 1896 for cooper and businessman William Buehler. 
Designed by architect Herman Lemm, the Buehler home also has an asymmetrical façade that is 
dominated by a three story tower containing a deeply recessed entry.  While the homes 
themselves have more in common with those of the beer barons and industry magnates of nearby 
Compton Heights, the relatively modest occupations of their original owners (a tailor and a 
cooper respectively) are in keeping with the middle-class standards typical of the District.    

Multi-family property types are nearly as common as single-family homes in the District. 
Typical of streetcar-dependent working and middle-class neighborhoods that experienced rapid 
growth in the early 20th century, these property types allowed for maximum density but still 
maintained standards of scale and design that were consistent with surrounding single-family 
homes. As previously mentioned, these buildings were usually built by professional developers 
in pairs or larger groups.  For example, contractor and speculative developer Albert Mueller 
constructed seven multi-family homes on the 3300 block of Humphrey between 1913 and 1914, 
and A.J. Rubin constructed ten in 1903 on the 3100 blocks of Halliday and Magnolia under 
contract to the real-estate partnership of Goldman & Boserman and the Modern Realty 
Company. Developers such as these were responsible for most of the multi-family housing in the 
District, a fact that explains the repetition of common forms and stylistic vocabularies. 

The most common multi-family forms in the District are two- and four-family flats. A typical 
example has each room of an individual unit situated on a single floor; each unit is accessed by 
its own door. Upper story units are accessed by a narrow stairway that runs up the interior of the 
sidewall or an interior firewall. Doorways may be placed in the side-bays of the building 
(common to the oldest examples), in a bank at the center of the façade, or even distributed 
regularly across the façade.  

Most of these properties are two stories and have a flat roof, although examples of 2.5 and even 
three stories are found. Roof types are also variable, and while flat roofs dominate, gabled 
examples are present.  The multi-family flats in the District are mostly common forms found 
throughout St. Louis’ working- and middle-class streetcar suburbs, but many have truly 
exceptional brickwork and a high level of ornament that sets them apart from the more 
standardized and modest designs that dominate many other neighborhoods. Because of the large 
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numbers of middle-class, single family homes in the District already in existence when the 
construction of multi-family units boomed, it seems that developers of multi-family housing held 
themselves, or perhaps were held by other residents, to a high standard of design. 

Two-family townhouse flats are usually two or three bays wide, although single-bay versions 
like that at 3226 Magnolia exist (photo 23). Styles vary widely, though revival and Craftsman 
influences dominate.  Stylistic elements are most frequently expressed through various arch 
forms, the use of ornamental brick and stone details, and cornice-level embellishments such as 
ornate corbelling or brackets. Excellent examples can be found at 2901-07 Magnolia, 2639 
Nebraska, 2623 Tennessee, and 2359 South Compton (photos 24-27). Examples of the property 
type from the 19th century are frequently designed to mimic the appearance of a single-family 
residence with symmetrical facades and entries paired in a single opening on one side of the first 
floor.  In contrast, by the 20th century, these buildings in many cases were designed to reflect the 
presence of multiple units. Good examples can be found in the three, two-family buildings 
constructed by developer Charles Mueri at 3211, 3215, and 3219 Gravois Avenue in 1922. Two 
of these units have asymmetrical facades that almost appear to have been designed to reference 
the appearance of older, distinct single-family adjoined row houses. False rooflines on a portion 
of the façade and variations in the size and construction of window openings create the illusion 
of distinct entities. However, while these homes may reference earlier row housing, they do not 
effectively mimic it and the use of variegated- and/or raked- brick along with linear and 
geometric elements such as soldier courses and glazed brick lozenges clearly identifies their later 
dates of construction.   

Four-family townhouse plan flats are usually four bays wide and two stories high. Like their two-
family counterparts, revival and Craftsman influences are dominant stylistically.  Excellent 
examples can be found at 2336-38 Louisiana, 3433-35 Magnolia, 2521-23 Minnesota, and 3325-
27 Pestalozzi (photos 28-31). 

An alternative to the multi-family flat form is defined by the MPDF as “Low-Rise Walk-Up 
Apartments.”  Less common than their counterparts with multiple doorways, these buildings, 
which universally date to the 20th century, have a single central entrance and an interior stair hall 
from which four individual units are accessed.  Facades are symmetrical and usually incorporate 
a central window between the first- and second-floors to light the stair hall.  These properties 
were also usually built in groups by professional real-estate developers and reflect the evolution 
of the multi-family flat in the 20th century. Due to their later dates of construction (mostly 1920s) 
and the fact that they frequently reflect the influence of Prairie and Craftsman design, these 
buildings usually do not display the level of ornament found on many earlier multi-family flats. 
The Craftsman influence is generally expressed through the use of various materials such as 
textured or glazed brick that is frequently laid in geometric patterns to form belt courses or 
lozenges, rusticated stone, and faux half-timbering. Typical examples can be found at 3130 and 
3202 Magnolia, 2645 Minnesota, and 3215 Halliday (photos 32-35). Prairie influences are 
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visible in the horizontality of many of the designs as well as flat overhanging eaves and bands of 
windows. 

Row houses, which are defined by the MPDF as “…at least two, single-family dwelling units 
sharing a common wall…”, are also present, though quite rare.  These properties are at least two 
stories tall, generally have a flat roof, and may or may not have identical floor plans. An older 
form than the multi-family flats, stylistically these homes frequently reflect classical vernacular, 
or Second Empire influences. Excellent examples can be found 2621-23 and 2931-33 Nebraska 
(photos 36-37). 

Also present are double-loaded corridor apartment buildings, which are defined by the MPDF as 
“…long rectangular or U-shaped buildings with a central corridor extending the length of the 
building and providing access to apartments on either side. Examples in the District date to the 
20th century and usually display a range of Craftsman and revival style influences.  Not a 
common property type, these buildings required the development of multiple lots simultaneously 
at a point when much of the neighborhood was already occupied and space was at a premium.  
Two or three stories in height and occupying a substantial portion of a block, these are the largest 
buildings found in the District.  They were built for maximum population density and sited in 
close proximity to streetcar lines. In terms of ornament, examples range from the relatively 
austere example at 3022 Virginia, to the ornate Craftsman-influenced design at 2206-08 
Louisiana (photos 38-39). 

An exception to the more common neighborhood-scale apartments is the 10-story apartment 
building that is located in the portion of the District that is situated along Grand Avenue, one of 
the busiest-north-south thoroughfares of the city. While not a property type included in the 
MPDF because so few of them exist, it is one of several constructed in the early 20th century 
along Grand in the vicinity of Tower Grove and Water Tower parks. Originally known as the 
Marmaduke Apartments, the building at 2710 S. Grand was constructed in 1928 by the Grand 
Building Investment Company from plans by J.T. Craven Engineering Company (photo 40). By 
the time this type of large building was constructed, the surrounding neighborhoods were nearly 
completely occupied and developers found it necessary to move to these very high-density 
residential property types in an effort to continue to accommodate people who wanted to live in 
the area.   

Non-residential resources are numerous in the District and generally fall into the categories 
defined by the MPDF as One- and Two-Part Commercial Blocks, as well as Artistic Front 
Commercial Properties.  These buildings reflect patterns of local commerce that that were an 
important part of neighborhood life in streetcar-era St. Louis.  Generally situated on corners, 
neighborhood shops provided convenient goods and services for residents and streetcar patrons 
whose daily commute brought them through the area.   
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Shops played an important role in supporting the development and maintenance of the 
neighborhood during the period of significance. Indeed, the South Grand Avenue Review, a 
“booster” publication that was published in 1907 and designed to advertise the area surrounding 
the District as a desirable locale for residents and businesses, discussed at length the importance 
of neighborhood shops. It stated “[T]he desirability of a locality as a home depends largely upon 
the character of its shops and shop-keepers.  No one can find much comfort in a neighborhood 
where the necessaries of life are not within reach, and therefore, high-class shops and shop-
keepers do much to draw people into a locality and develop it. In many cases, the merchants are 
pioneers, going into new districts and staking their energies and capital in building it up…”23 

Examples of One-Part Commercial Blocks can be found in the District at 3457 Magnolia, in a 
group at 3017-21 Virginia, and attached to a larger two-part block at 3103 Arsenal (photos 41-
43).  Groups of single storefronts functioned in much the same way a modern strip mall would 
by housing multiple distinct uses in a single convenient location.  For example, in the 1920’s the 
aforementioned groupings of storefronts housed uses such as barbers, a beauty shop, a hardware 
store, a shoe repair shop, a baker and a manufacturer of noodles.24  The commercial building at 
3017-21 Virginia aka 3301-05 Arsenal (photo 42) while non-contributing due to its pre-cast 
stone cladding, is still capable of demonstrating the commercial block form and its common 
placement on a prominent corner.  The imitation stone veneer covering the building is an 
example of a popular mid-20th century treatment that was applied widely throughout the District 
and unfortunately has rendered several buildings non-contributing.  

Examples of Two-Part Commercial Blocks can be found in the District a 2903 Virginia, 2600 
Virginia, 2900-06 Sidney, and 3101 Arsenal (photos 44-47).  Far more common than the one-
part variety, the two-part commercial type contains residential quarters on its second floor and is 
present at many intersections in the District. Indeed examples are sometimes found at two or 
three different corners of a single intersection demonstrating how services and commercial 
activity were strategically sited along pedestrian and transit corridors. All subtypes discussed by 
the MPDF including Broad Front, Corner Entrance, Single Entrance with Display Windows, and 
Multiple Entrance Commercial Buildings are present.   

 Examples of large Artistic Front Commercial Properties can be found in the District 3000 
Magnolia, 2900 Pestalozzi, 3001-03 Arsenal, 3301 and 3325-27 Magnolia (photos 48-52).  These 
properties traditionally contained a variety of commercial, office, and residential functions and, 
as noted by the MPDF, reflect “a particular quality of craftsmanship that set [them] apart.

                         
23 South Grand Ave. Review, 1907,  p. 2. 
24 Gould’s St. Louis Red and Blue Book, 1921-29  
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These buildings are frequently ornate and occupy prominent corners with addresses and entries 
on more than one street.  Usually two-and-one-half or three-stories high, and reflecting stylistic 
influences that are the same as those found on surrounding homes, these buildings demonstrate 
the integration of neighborhood commercial and residential architecture and provide a dominant 
presence at the terminus of many blocks.  

Another kind of commercial property type identified by the MPDF and found in the District is 
the Auto-Related Commercial Building.  For example, a gas-station constructed in 1930 at 3115 
Gravois features ornamental variegated glazed brick, terra cotta, and elaborate masonry (photo 
53). A more utilitarian example is C.D. Toler’s automobile garage at 3008 Pestalozzi.  

While not common, the Factory and Warehouse Building Industrial Property Type is present in 
the District at 2315 Tennessee (photo 54). While most industrial activity in the area was located 
to the immediate east of the District in the vicinity of the Fox Brothers Manufacturing Company, 
light industrial work did take place in small facilities scattered among the houses, which included 
a cigar-roller, pasta-maker, and contractor’s warehouse (the latter being the use to which 2315 
Tennessee was put). 

Other non-residential resource types found in the District are religious buildings, a neighborhood 
firehouse, and two schools.  The former St. Luke’s German Evangelical Church at 2336 
Tennessee and its attached Sunday school were constructed between 1906 and 1912 from plans 
by architects W.H. Poertner and William Gruenwald respectively (photo 55).  Three years later, 
the former First German Presbyterian Church was constructed at 2601-13 Minnesota from plans 
by architect F. Zwicke (photo 56).  Both of these buildings compliment surrounding residential 
architecture with their scale and relationship to the street. Both employ the dominant red brick 
and limestone palette of the surrounding neighborhood and their scale sets them apart from 
nearby residences while not dominating the streetscape.  The Pilgrim Evangelical Church was 
constructed at 3323-25 Arsenal in 1922 (photo 57). Unusual for a church in that the stone 
building is only one-story with a flat roof, it nevertheless is compatible with nearby buildings in 
form, scale, and materials. All three buildings are still used as religious facilities.  

St. Louis City Fire Department, Engine House 14 (originally number 49) was constructed at 
3523 Magnolia c. 1910 (photo 58). A two-story brick building with a flat roof and pilasters and 
bays trimmed with limestone and glazed terra cotta, it compliments surrounding residential 
architecture in scale, form, and materials. The building is currently still in use as a firehouse.  

Roosevelt High School at 3230 Hartford was constructed in 1922 (photo 59). This monumental 
three story building was designed by St. Louis City Public School’s Architect Rockwell 
Milligan, a protégé of William B. Ittner.  With Roosevelt, Milligan continued Ittner’s tradition of 
working in the Jacobethan style and designing schools lavishly ornamented with limestone trim 
and variegated brick laid in Flemish bond.  Like an Ittner design, the school also has a dominant 
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projecting entry, four stories in height flanked by stair towers that terminate above the cornice’s 
stone balustrade.  In the case of Roosevelt, these towers are four-and-one half stories tall and are 
capped with copper-sheathed zweibelturms that can be seen from vantages throughout the 
District. Roosevelt has educated District residents for 90 years and continues to play an 
important role in the community.   

Conclusion 

The Tower Grove East District is an outstanding representation of an almost completely intact 
late 19th – and early 20th century working and middle-class streetcar suburb.  Its building stock 
includes the full range of property types outlined as significant by the MPDF “South St. Louis 
Historic Working- and Middle-Class Streetcar Suburbs” and has suffered negligible demolition, 
alteration and infill construction.  Streetscapes and individual buildings possess integrity of 
location, materials, forms, and styles.  The District is eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criterion A for architecture. The neighborhood is locally significant for 
the quality and diversity of its individual architectural components, and for the appearance and 
sense of place they convey as a group.  The neighborhood is submitted for registration under the 
MPDF using the sub-context: “Architectural Patterns of South St. Louis Streetcar Suburbs: 1880-
1940” although the sub-contexts “South St. Louis Working and Middle-Class Suburban 
Neighborhoods: 1880-1940,” and “The Spreading Metropolis: 1880-1930,” could equally apply. 
The period of significance is c. 1850-1932 based on contributing resources. The District is 
surrounded on all sides by existing (and pending) National Register Districts and Local Historic 
Districts, and represents a highly significant portion of the intact historic neighborhoods 
surrounding Tower Grove Park, a National Historic Landmark (NHL 12/20/89). 
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1. Name 

historic 

and/orcommon Crittenden Historic District 

2. Location 

street & number 3401 Arsenal, 3400 and 3500 blocks of Crittenden 

city, town St. Louis 

state Missouri 

3. Classification 
Category 
..L. district 
_ bulldlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
....lL private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
!UA In process 

code 

_ being considered 

_ vicinity of 

29 county City of St. Louis 

Status 
.2... occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work In progress 
Accesaibte 
-L yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

PNHnt Use 
_ agriculture 
L commercial 
L educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

4. Owner of Property 

name See attached. 

not for publication 

code 510 

_museum 
_park 
L private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

• street & number 
) 

) 
) 

city, town vicinity of state 

) 5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. St. Louis City Hall 

street & number Market Street at Tucker Boulevard 

city, town St. Louis state MO 63103 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

tltleM; ssouri State Hi stori '"a J St1rvey has this property been determined eligible? _ yes ~ no 

date January 1983 

deoository for survey records 

city, town Jefferson City 

federal _;(,.. state county local 

Historic Preservation Program; Missouri Department of Natura 1 Reou 
r o SQx 17a 

state MO 65102 



7. uescrtptjon
__ , ____ ,_.i111••-·-------------------------------

Condition 
_excellent 
.,x__good 
_ fail' 

Check one 
____ deteriorated _ unaltered 
____ ruins ..x,_ altered 
____ unexpc1sed 

Check one 
..x._ original site 

_ moved date _________ _ 

Describe the present and original (ii knownt physical appearance 

The Crittenden Historic District is an early-twentieth century middle-class neigh
borhood on St. Louis 1 south side. Two blocks of detached single- and multi-family 
brick housing (dating from 1901 to 1919} are anchored on the eastern boundary by St. 
Elizabeth Academy's four brick buildings (1894-1927). A two-story brick office/store 
building (1910) is also included in the District. All of these buildings are in re
markably good condition and survive with very minor alterations. The house types 
are distributed as follows: In the 3400 block are eleven two-family flats, three 
four-family flats and one twelve-unit apartment building; in the 3500 block are twenty
three single-family houses. Contributing and non-contributing buildings are coded in 
Figure #1. 



-

8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_140~1499 
_ 150~1599 
_160~1699 
_170~1799 
..X... 180~1899 
"°*""" 190~ 

Areas of Slgniflcanc-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric x._ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_L architecture ..x... education _ military _ social/ 
_ art ~ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploratlon1settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention ~ other (specify) 
St. Elizabeth Academy, 1894-1927 Etl:lr:iic History 

Specific dat- Haus i ng, l 901-_l'-'9'-"l ... ~ __ au_l_ld_e_r,_A_rc_h_it_ec_t ________________ _ 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

The Crittenden Historic District is eligible for inclusion in the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criteria A and C, and is significant in the following areas: 
ARCHITECTURE: The residential architecture of the Crittenden District is significant 
as a cohesive. streetscape unified by setback, scale, building materials and the appli
cation of features drawn from late-nineteenth century picturesque and classical traditions 
along with Tudor and Arts & Crafts modes. The houses and flats, all built between 
1901 and 1919, exhibit a high quality of craftsmanship and are significant representative 
examples of virtually unaltered middle-class housing. A fifty-eight room apartment 
building of 1905 is an early and architecturally well-integrated example of the building 
type in south St. Louis. The High Victorian aesthetic of the 1894 St. Elizabeth Academy 
(with its impressive central entrance tower creating a visual focus for the District) 
is echoed in the twentieth century buildings of the school complex completed by 1927 -
testimony to the long popularity of this idiom for Catholic institutional architecture 
in St. Louis. COMMUNITY PLANNING/DEVELOPMENT: The deed restrictions controlling lot 
size, land use, building cost and materials in.~he development of the 3500 block of 
Crittenden exemplify an instrument used in St. Louis to establish and maintain the 
residential character of certain streets. A fortuitous combination of St. Elizabeth's 
campus which closed Crittenden to the east and the attractions of Tower Grove Park to 
the west were exploited by the creation of the only restricted frontage east of Grand 
Avenue in the thirty-block "Tower Grove Heights" subdivision. EDUCATION: St. Elizabeth 
Academy, a private high school for girls was established by the· German-speaking Precious 
Blood Sisters in 1882, for the daughters of German Catholic families in the St. Louis 
Archdiocese. It is now the only private Catholic girls' high school remaining in the 
City of St. Louis. ENGINEERING: The 1927 gymnasium of St. Elizabeth Academy features 
a lamella roof, a system of interlocking tranverse arches for spanning spaces without 
intennediate vertical supports patented in Germany in 1925. The gymnasium was one of 
the first applications of this engineering advance in the Midwest. ETHNIC HISTORY: 
St. Elizabeth Academy establjshed an early physical and symbolic German presence. The 
overwelmingly German identity of the District, developed a generation after substantial 
Gennan immigration to St. Louis ceased, .is, significant ev.idence of the continued 
power of cultural associations. Thi single-family houses were built by successful 
Gen,ans who could have chosen comparab'le new housing in other parts of the city. They 
elected instead to live in proximity to others of German origin as did the occupants 
of the flats and apartment building in the Crittenden District. The list of the Dis
trict's architects and contractors is also dominated by German names. 

The first known building in the District, the Schiller house (demolished 1957), 
preceded deveiopment of the District by almost fifty years and formed the nucleus of 
St. Elizabeth Academy in 1882. Christophe J. Schiller, a native of Wurtemburg, had 
emigrated to St. Louis by 1840 during the waves of immigration which resulted in a 
twenty-eight percent Gennan population in St. Louis by 1850. Schiller and his wife 
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Elizabeth were German-speaking Catholics, a religious group numerous enough by 1848 
to warrant the appointment of a Vicar General to establish parish churches, schools 
and charities for the Gennans in the St. Louis Archdiocese. Unlike most newly arrived 
Germans who settled in the riverfront wards on the city's north and south sides, Schiller 
was a successful tavern and hotel keeper near the central wharf. In 1851, he purchased 
acreage outside the City Limits (now the eastern part of the District) and established 
a vineyard. Schiller's two-story, gray stone house with a cupola faced Arsenal Street, 
one of the few improved roads in the area. Another was Grand Avenue which was planned 
as a circumferential boulevard 660 feet inside the new City Limits of 1855 (Figure #2). 
"Schi 11 er' s Pl a9e" became one of the wine gardens popular with the city's Gennans for 
Sunday outings. 

The area was sttll too remote in 1875 to have attracted any but farmers and the 
affluent who built rural retreats along Grand Avenue north of Schiller's property. West 
of Schiller's property was Tower Grove Park, donated to the city by philanthrophist Henry 
Shaw in 1868. The eastern end of the park surrounded by large undeveloped tracts in
cluding the western end of what would become the Crittenden District in the foreground is 
seen in Plate #65 (Photo #15) of Compton & Dry's 1875 Pictorial St. Louis.2 In 1882, 
the Most Precious Blood Sisters of O'Fallon, Missouri, a teaching order from Gurtweil, 
Baden, opened a private boarding school for girls in a brick building at the rear of 
the Schiller home where Christophe Schiller's widow still lived. The Sisters were 
refugees from the Kulturkampf, Bismarck's "Struggle for Civilization" which culminated 
in the 1873 May Laws expelling many clergy and religious orders from the Gennan Empire 
and leading thousands of lay Catholics to emigrate to the United States. After the 
Precious Blood Sisters arrived in St. Louis in 1873, they played an important role in 
the intertwined educational and religious life of the large German-speaking population 
of the St. Louis Archdiocese which then extended halfway across the State of Missouri.3 

The school met the needs of a growing German Catholic population of.school girls 
whose parents wanted them educated beyond eighth grade. Private academies were the 
only source of Catholic secondary education (beyond the limited offerings of a very 
few parochial schools) until Archdiocesan high schools were opened in St. Louis in 1911. 
(Of the Gennan-speaking Catholics, only the Ursulines had established a girls' academy 
prior to the founding of St. Elizabeth's.) The school began with a two-year program 
'Nhich included innovative practical training in domestic science in addition to the 
"finishing school'' subjects -- music, art, embroidery, languages and religious educa
tion -- common to these academies. Viewed as "professional training," the cooking, 
sewing and nutrition classes were designed to fit the students for their probable 
future as housewives; as office work became an acceptable occupation for women, typing, 
stenography and correspondence courses were added in the 1890s. By 1892, a four-year, 
college-preparatory curriculum was in place. 

The school, at first patronized mainly by affluent German families, quickly ~eached 
capacity enrollment of twenty-six students by 1884. Expansion was delayed by conditions 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheetCrittenden Historic District Item number 8 Page 2 

on the use of the property imposed by Mrs. Schiller who had hoped to establish an or
phanage. Following her death in 1892, the Sisters hired Joseph Stauder & Son to design 
the new school building which was completed in 1894. The three-story brick structure, 
with its entrance tower facing west on Crittenden, is an impressive termination to the 
Street (Photo #1) and an effective example of the conservative, High Victorian aesthetic 
observed by architects and builders of Catholic institutions well into the twentieth 
century in St. Louis. 

No other construction occurred in the District until 1901. City Blocks 1460 and 
1461 (which came into the possession of the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company 
in 1878 through foreclosure on the large farmland estate of William N. Switzer) were 
subdivided in 1892 by surveyor/engineer Julius Pitzman, the city's pre-eminent designer 
of residential subdivisions. Crittenden and Arkansas streets were dedicated. City 
Block 1459, which Mrs. Schiller had deeded in 1875 to Monsignor Henry Muehlspiepen -
Vicar General for the Germans in the St. Louis Archdiocese, was subdivided by Pitzman 
in 1895 with Crittenden extended to the western edge of the school grounds. A twenty
five foot wide "carriageway or alley" was dedicated. (Formerly Tennessee Avenue, it 
was renamed St. Elizabeth Avenue in 1982.) By the end of the century, Pitzman's 
Company of surveyors and engineers had constructed streets, gutters, sidewalks and 
alleys, and had laid gas, water and sewer lines. 

The deed for the $2,750 lot on which the first house was built in 1901 contained 
restrictions: Construction was to observe a twenty-foot building setback and required 
a private residence of brick or stone, at least two stories, to "cost not less than 
$3,500." No businesses or flats were permitted. Important to Dr. Charles Shattinger 
who purchased the lot was the provision that a portion of the house could be used as 
"the office of a practising physician. ,,4 Part of the large "Tower Grove Heights" sub
division developed by Connecticut Mutual on the Switzer property, the 3500 block of 
Crittenden was the only frontage east of Grand Avenue with restrictions in this thirty
block plat. (Figure #2) This carefully controlled number of restricted lots represented 
a shrewd and accurate appraisal of the potential market. 

Restrictions such as these were developed with many variations signalling socio
economic status. At the top of the scale was the private street, a concept unique to 
St. Louis introduced in 1867 in a subdivision laid out by Julius Pitzman. Provision 
for ownership and maintenance of the street itself by the lot owners was included in 
the deeds. Private streets reached their most numerous and exclusive manifestations 
in the Central 1,lest End in St. Louis. Pitzman also laid out subdivisions with restric
tions and publicly maintained streets; Compton Heights (1888) was south St. Louis' most 
exclusive in terms of lot size and a minimum building cost of $7,000. 

Further development of the Crittenden District was delayed while preparations for 
the 1904 ·.~orld' s Fair at Forest Park in the '!lest End focused the attention of real 
estate developers and streetcar line proprtetors on the surro~ndings of the· park and its 
approaches. Potentially desirable reai estate in Tower Grove Heights and the Crittenden 
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District remained "a 'white elephant' on the hands of the owners" until the conclusion 
of the Fair and adequate transit lines were in place.5 However, a shortage of houses 
and flats described by a 1903 observer as a "house famine 116 provided the impetus for 
rapid construction in the District at the end of the Fair. The 3400 block of Crittenden 
was purchased by realtor Otto G. Dietz in October 1904. With no restrictions prohibiting 
construction of flats in this block, Dietz was able to sell all the· lots by the end of 
1904. By the end of 1905, two- and four-family flats and an apartment building filled 
all but one lot. 

The sluggish pace of lot sales in the 3500 block of Crittenden also accelerated 
dramatically early in 1905 with the purchase of the Tower Grove Heights subdivision 
by a syndicate, the Connecticut Realty Company, represented by Mercantile Trust Company.? 
Experienced in the promotion of large-scale developments, Mercantile first amended the 
plat to protect the entire subdivision from industrial encroachment and then began an 
intensive advertising campaign which inspired confidence in this section of the city. 
The promotion characterized the area as "The New St. Louis" and capitalized on its 
smoke-free, elevated and healthy location "overlooking beautiful Tower Grove Park," 
"only twenty-five minutes from downtown" on any one of the four streetcar lines. Com
paring prices ·favorably with those of the Central West End "where ground sells at 
three times the money," Mercantile Trust succeeded in selling all the lots in the 
3500 block of Crittenden by mid-June of 1905.8 Construction proceeded swiftly; within 
five years only three lots remained empty. 

German St. Louisans moved in great numbers to Tower Grove Heights and the Crittenden 
District. In the 3500 block of Crittenden, all but one of the first residents (pre
dominately successful merchants, manufacturers and professionals) were German. All 
were listed in Gould's Blue Book, an indicator of social status. Several were included 
in The Book of St. Louisans' biographies of successful citizens.9 The religious affilia
tions of all the residents are not known but at least two were Catholics and one a 
Lutheran, denominations which had well-established parochial school systems and built 
churches and schools in the larger neighborhood after the turn of the century. One 
Crittenden resident was the founder of the Society of Practical Christianity in St. 
Louis; another was Jewish. Three of the residents were doctors, all members of the 
prestigious St. Louis Medical Society. Some were self-made; others were sons of fathers 
who had built successful businesses. Many of the businessmen had offices in the central 
business district; the known social affiliations of several residents included both 
German and Anglo-American organizations. The available information suggests a popula
tion well acculturated into the business, professional and social life of St. Louis, 
but one which chose to live in a German stronghold. 

A concentration of Germans was also found in the flats and apartment building in 
the 3400 block. The city's first reverse directory of 1918 showed ninety percent of 
the forty-six residents with German names and a solid,.middle-class population of 
salesmen, mechanics, nurses, two music teachers, a fireman and a doctor. Several of 
the residents of the apartment building were included in the Blue Block listings. Not 



NPS ,onn 10-a»e -
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Crittenden Historic District Item number 8 Page 4 

surprisingly, architects and contractors of German birth or descent played a major 
role in the building of the Crittenden District (see Section 7). Most worked primarily 
on the city's south side. Nine of the architects designed houses in Compton Heights; 
the work of a few is also found in the prestigious private streets of the predominately 
Anglo-American Central West End. 

Architecturally, the District's coherence derives from scale and materials and the 
uniform set back leading from Grand Avenue to the centerpiece of St. Elizabeth Academy. 
Built between 1901 and 1919, the houses, flats and apartment building a11 contribute 
to the significance of the District as a virtually intact streetscape of St. Louis 
domestic architecture. The 3500 block of Crittenden is distinguished from the 3400 
block by construction entirely of single-family houses on SO-foot lots. A11 of these 
houses impress the viewer foremost with qualities of solid construction, handsome 
materials and fine workmanship rather than subservience to particular stylistic motifs. 
Historic detailing (frequently Tudor or Colonial) is understated and in many instances 
is dependent for effect on the subtle use of contrasting brick color or patterning along 
with t11e, granite and wood. This emphasis on materials and structural features can 
be related to the growing influence of the Arts and Crafts aesthetic in early twentieth 
century St. Louis houses exhibiting mixed and more restrained historic vocabularies. 
As a group the houses we11 illustrate this transitional mode in its varied expressions. 

The house at 3509 Crittenden, built in 1906, displays a fashionable, red-tiled roof 
above Tudor detailing, buff brick on a11 elevations and a broad facade. (Photo #10, 
center.) 3543 Crittenden, built in 1909, is remarkable for its rich display of 
colorful building materials and profusion of classical detail carried to the side ele
vations. (Photo #8) At 3508 Crittenden, built in 1909, the influence of the Arts and 
Crafts aesthetic is evident in the rectilinear timbering, large-scale brackets and 
pendants of the gables and brick laid with occasional dark headers. (Photo #12) Most 
sophisticated formally and stylistically is 3527 Crittenden built in 1910 with L-shaped 
plan, clipped gables and patterned brickwork.· (Photo #3) 

Owning a single-family "home," described in a Tower Grove neighborhood publicatioo
0 as "that most sacred of all American words," was not possible for, or desired by, a11. 1 

For those with limited means, owner/occupancy of two- or four-family flats such as 
those built between 1904 and 1909 in the 3400 block of Crittenden was the next best 
thing. Unified by density, scale and land grade (with steps leading to projecting 
porches), these flats nevertheless impart individual home-like identities by varying 
roof lines, materials and detailings. Good representative examples of turn-of-the-century 
St. Louis flats, some display stone fronts and turrets (a picturesque holdover from the 
previous decade) while others exhibit more up-to-date classical detailing suggesting 
influence from World's Fair buildings. (Photos #4 and =5) All provide separate front 
entrances for each tenant, an advance over older multi-family housing. 

An unusually large and early south side apartment building, later named the Alberta 
Aoartments, was constructed at the northeast corner of Crittenden and Arkansas in 1905. 
r:Photo =6} Rapidly gaining favor in the Central West End at this time, the apartment 
·11as more slowly accepted on the German south side where land costs were lower. Less 
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sophisticated in design than many West End apartments of this period, the Alberta, with 
projecting porches, bays and turrets, is stylistically compatible with the two-family 
flats. Separate outside entrance doors for each tenant, rather than the shared entrance 
lobbies typical of the West End apartments, presumably provided valued privacy. Rental 
cost in the Alberta was greater than the flats because of the ameni:ties provided. A 
six-room apartment advertised for rent in the Alberta in December 1905, offered "steam 
heat, hot water, janitor service, shades, fixtures, and gas stove" for $45 per month; 
a six-room flat at 3432 Crittende?

1
provided a "separate furnace," presumably to be 

tended by the tenant, for $32.50. 

A two-story office/store building with classically inspired terracotta details, 
the Park Building, was built in 1910 at the rear of 3558 Crittenden to take advantage 
of Grand Avenue frontage and the rapidly developing commercial node at the intersection 
of Grand and Arsenal. (Photo #14) No effective objection was raised to this apparent 
violation of the deed restrictions on the lot. 

German was used for a11 classroom instruction at St. Elizabeth's until the turn 
of the century and German language classes were mandatory until the anti-German hysteria 
of World War I. The student body continued for many years to be largely of German 
descent because of family 1oya1ities to the institution and the strong German identities 
of the parish elementary schools from which the students came. The first day students 
were admitted in 1914, reflecting improved public transportation, increased numbers of 
middle-class families living within commuting or walking distance and the establishment 
of church-run secondary schools in the rural areas from which many of the boarding 
students had previously come. The growth of the school, which totalled one hundred 
boarders and two hundred day students by 1922, prompted the construction of 1914 and 
1921 additions to the complex. 

A gymnasium built in 1927, outwardly traditional in style with buttresses topped 
by copper-clad gablets at the side elevations, was designed with one of the first 
1amel1a roofs in the Midwest. (Photo #2) Patented in Germany in 1925 as a system of 
intersecting, skewed, transverse arches for spanning large spaces without intervening 
vertical supports between the side walls, American licenses were soon issued from a 
New York office. Architect/engineer Guste1 Kiewett, born and trained in Gennany by 
the developer of the system, arrived in St. Louis in 1927 to oversee the engineering 
and installation of lame11a roofs licensed for construction in the Midwest. Kiewett 
thus must have been associated with architect Henry Dreisoerner in the engineering of 
the gymnasium roof. (Kiewett patented his modification of th12system for dome construc
tion and was engineer for the Astrodome and Superdome roofs.) 

The Schi 11 er house was demo 1 i shed in 1957 to make '!lay for a modern, non-contributing 
school building fronting Arsenal. Since the 1976 closing of its boarding facilities, 
St. Elizabeth Academy has been a day school and is now the only private girls Catholic 
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high school remaining in the city of St. Louis. The school's one hundred years of 
service in education at the same location were recognized in May of 1982 with obser
vances and proclamations from city and state governmental bodies. Founded to provide 
for an important educational need for daughters of German immigrants, the school now 
educates an ethnically, racially and socially diverse student body of 320. 

Most of the single-family houses of the 3500 block of Crittenden were occupied 
by original owners and their descendants for decades. (The ninety-year-old daughter 
of original owner Rev. H. H. Schroeder still lives at 3537 Crittenden.) This remark
able stability was slightly disturbed after long-time residents departed for the suburbs 
and several houses were converted in the 1950s and 1960s for occupancy as boarding 
houses. This situation, which in many neighborhoods has caused deterioration through 
overuse, is now being reversed by enforcement of deed restrictions instigated by the 
Tower Grove East Neighborhood Association. Only one house, 3526 Crittenden, was demo
lished following a fire in 1973. 

Crittenden, interrupted by the city-block campus of St. Elizabeth Academy, has 
never been used as a thoroughfare and traffic today is restricted to one-way west. 
Gates installed recently at Grand Avenue complete the sense of privacy (Photo #1), 
strengthen the identity of the District and reinforce its western boundary. The 
northern and southern boundaries were drawn to correspond to the historical edges 
controlled by deed restrictions. The eastern boundary was drawn to include the earliest 
extant building -- the one which was the historical catalyst and is today the pivotal 
building in the Crittenden District: St. Elizabeth Academy. 

FOOTNOTES 

lcongregation of the Sisters of the Adoration of the Most Precious Blood, 
Foundation and Progress (O'Fallon, MO: Congregation of the Sisters of the Adoration 
of the Most Precious Blood, 1922), p. 9. 

2camille N. Dry and Richard J. Compton, Pictorial St. Louis -- 1875 (St. Louis: 
n.p., 1875; reprint ed., St. Louis: Harry M. Hagen, 1971 ), Plate 65. The Schiller 
house and vineyard are illustrated in Plate 59. 

3Demand for teachers exceeded the supply and immediately on their 1873 arrival 
in St. Louis, the Precious Blood Sisters began teaching school in the German parishes 
of the city and out-state Missouri. They founded their new Mother House in O'Fallon, 
Missouri, the following year and in 1878, opened the girls' academy which was trans
ferred to the Schiller property in 1882. Congregation of the Sisters of the Adoration 
of the Most Sacred Blood and an interview with Sister Helen Margaret Schuette, 
teacher and historian of St. Elizabeth Academy, St. Louis, Missouri, December 1982, 
are the orincipal sources of information about the school. 

4oeed Book 1580, page 484. All data in this nomination concerning property 
boundaries, transfers and dates, and price of purchase have been obtained from Deed 
Books, Deed Abstracts and Plats in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, City Hall, 
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St. Louis, Missouri. Source information for individual sites is available on request 
from Landmarks Association of St. Louis, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri. 

Sst. Louis Post-Dispatch, 22 January 1905, p. 6. 

6st. Louis Globe-Democrat, 12 April 1903. Developer C. R. H. Davis attributed 
the housing shortage to the caution of potential builders who considered costs abnor
mally inflated by Fair preparations. Statistics comparing building permits issued 
in the pre- and post-Fair years published by the St. Louis Builder 12 (April 1905) 
record a strong upswing in activity in 1905. 

7The Connecticut Realty Company, incorporated in 1905 with $100,000 capitalization, 
consisted solely of officers and members of the Board of the Mercantile Trust Company 
with a Vice President and co-founder of Mercantile, Lorenzo Anderson, holder of the 
largest number (eight hundred) of the $1,000 shares. The cost of the subdivision was 
estimated at $1 million, presumably loaned the syndicate by Mercantile. 

8st. Louis Globe-Democrat, 12 March 1905, Section 2, p. 13 and 28 April 1905, 
Section 2, p. 14. Following the January 22nd announcement of the purchase of this 
large tract, Mercantile Trust regularly placed large (often full-page) advertisements 
in the three St. Louis dailies through the spring and summer of 1905. 

9Gould's Blue Book (St. Louis: 1907-1911) and John W. Leonard, ed., Book of St. 
Louisans (St. Louis: St. Louis Republic, 1912). The latter included biographies of 
Louis Christopherson, p. 118, Otto Pfeffer, p. 471, Emil Schwerdtmann, p. 537 and 
Charles Shattinger, p. 548, as well as Joseph Carr -- the only apparent Anglo-American 
first resident, p. 108. 

lOsouthwest Saint Louis: Its Mercantile Interests and Prominent Citizens (St. 
Louis: n. p., [ c. 1909 J), p. 7. 

11st. Louis Globe-Democrat, 3 December 1905, p. 5 advertised the apartment in the 
Alberta; 3432 Crittenden was advertised in the October 29, 1905, edition, p. 6. 

12rnterview with Mrs. Clay Mollman, daughter of Gustel Kiewett, St. Louis, 
Missouri, December 1982. The largest and most-familiar lamella roofed structure in 
St. Louis is the "Checkerdome" constructed in 1928/29. 
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ARTICLE 1 — INTRODUCTION 

100 PREFACE 
The establishment and enforcement of controls over exterior architectural features within the 

Tower Grove East Historic District will ensure the ongoing historical value of the Tower Grove 

East Historic District. At the same time, such controls must reasonably accommodate 

contemporary design and lifestyles in order to maintain and improve the quality of life of those 

residing within the Tower Grove East Historic District. 

These Tower Grove East Historic District Standards (the "Standards") have been developed to 

establish a clear and consistent set of guidelines to govern the exterior of new buildings and 

additions to historic buildings in the District. These Standards supplement the Building Code of 

the City of St. Louis (the "Building Code") and any applicable ordinances establishing standards 

pertaining to the construction, maintenance and repair of buildings located within the District, 

and the areas surrounding such buildings. These Standards should not be interpreted as giving 

any relief from, or as constituting an abandonment of the Building Code or any such ordinances. 

Pursuant to Ordinance No.  of the City of St. Louis (codified as Chapters  through  ), 

as may be amended from time to time, the primary responsibility for enforcing, waiving 

enforcement of, and, where necessary, interpreting and supplementing the provisions of these 

Standards rests in the Cultural Resources Office of the Planning and Urban Design Agency, City 

of St. Louis (CRO) and the St. Louis Preservation Board (hereafter, together with any legally 

authorized successor entity, the "Preservation Board.") Accordingly, all questions regarding 

such matters should be directed to CRO or to the Preservation Board. 

There are two basic concepts inherent in these Standards. They are embodied in the definitions 

of Public, Semi‐Public, and Private Facades. Establishing definitions for three hierarchies of 

building facades serves to recognize the fact that certain portions of a building are more critical 

to the Tower Grove East Historic District's character than others. Accordingly, the regulations 

contained herein for Public Facades are more stringent than those for Semi-Public and Private 

Facades. 

As a final matter, many provisions of these Standards specify the composition of building 

materials which may be used in constructing and reconstructing buildings and building 

elements. It is recognized, however, that technological advances in the manufacture of building 

materials may already have resulted or may in future result in building materials that, while of 

composition different than that specified herein, perform identically, or sufficiently similarly in 

function and appearance. The fact that provisions of these Standards specify the composition 

of building materials which may be used should not be interpreted as forever foreclosing the 

possibility that building materials of a different composition may be approved for use. 

However, the decision to allow the use of such building materials rests wholly within the 

discretion of the Preservation Board. 
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101 DEFINITIONS 
The following definitions apply to the terms as used this document. 

 

100.1 Alley House 
A residential structure located immediately adjacent to an alley, and originally behind another 
residential structure on the same building lot. Due to demolition, an alley house may be the only 
remaining structure (i.e. the primary building) on a building lot. 

100.2 Addition 
An extension or increase in floor area or height of a building or structure. 

100.3 Appendages 

An accessory space, enclosed or unenclosed, single-story or two-story attached 
structure; i.e. a conservatory; covered porch; uncovered porch (stoop); balcony, 
accessibility ramp. This definition does not include additions. 

100.4 Carriage House 
A building originally used to protect carriages and horses, and often containing living quarters 
for hired hands. Typically, they are two story structures and are located at the rear of the 
building lot immediate to the alley. 

100.5 Cast‐iron 
A method of manufacturing iron parts or certain building elements. The iron is heated to a 
molten state and poured into molds. Decorative tips, and tie‐red stars are two common 
examples of cast‐iron. 

100.6 Cornice 
The decorative portion of a building where an exterior wall meets the roof. In addition to being 
decorative, the cornice often camouflages the gutter and supports the roof overhang. In the 
Tower Grove East Historic District, cornices are made of a variety of materials and designs 
incorporating brackets, dentil moldings, and ogee moldings. Cornices are typically constructed 
of brick, built‐up pieces of wood, sheet metal, or combinations of all three. As used herein, 
cornices include top cornices and crown moldings. (See Section 101.21) 

100.7 Dormer 
A structure projecting from a sloping roof or mansard to provide a window into the attic story. 

100.8 Facade 
An exterior wall of a building. The street facade is the wall of a building which faces the street. 
(See also Section 101.16) 

100.9 Flat Roof 
Roofs which are essentially flat, typically having a slope of 1/4" per foot to 1/2" per foot, and 
usually waterproofed by a built‐up roof. 

100.10 Landscape Wall 
A landscape wall is a retaining wall meant for purely aesthetic uses, i.e. allowing a hill to be 
made to enclose a garden.  

100.11 Masonry 
The family of building techniques which uses stone, brick, or concrete block units, usually 
separated by mortar beds and joints. 
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100.12 Mansard 
A steeply sloping roof, often incorporating dormers to provide light and ventilation for the attic 
story. 

100.13 Parapet 
That portion of the walls of a building which project above the roof except the chimney. 

100.14 Primary building 
The main or most important building of a group of buildings on a single site. 

100.15 Public, Semi‐Public, and Private Facades 
(The definition of Facades is the same for existing buildings and new construction.) 

Public Facades 
Public Facade refers to the principal face of the building and more generally any side of the 
building facing a street or public space. 

The following architectural elevation(s) of a building: 

1. A Facade which faces a street, including those sections of such elevation which are recessed. 

2. The section of a side elevation of a building which is set forward of an adjacent structure. 

Semi‐Public Facades 
The following architectural elevation(s) of a building: 

1. Side elevations which face a vacant lot or a side yard at least 15 feet wide and are visually 
dominant from a street. 

2. Rear elevation of a corner building which abuts a street. 

3. The facade of a carriage or alley house which faces the alley. 

Private Facades 
The architectural elevation(s) of a building which do not meet the criteria of a Public or a Semi‐
Public Facade. 
(A facade of a building which was once Private does not become Public, but instead Semi‐Public, 
if it is exposed by demolition. If the classification of a Facade is disputable between two 
classifications, the higher classification shall apply. Public is considered the highest, Semi‐Public 
second highest and Private lowest.) 

100.16 Reconstructed 
The re‐creation of a once existing element (e.g. missing cornice) or the repair or replacement of 
a section of an element (e.g. damaged cornice). 

100.17 Retaining Wall 
A structure of masonry, reinforced concrete and masonry, or wood which holds back soil. 

100.18 Storm Doors ("Stormers") 
Outer doors, historically made of wood, which protect the vestibule and the primary door of the 
building. 

100.19 Storm windows 
Windows that are mounted outside or inside of the main glass windows of a house for 
protection and insulation. 



6  

100.20 Top Cornices or Crown Moldings 
Ornamental molding of wood with sheet metal flashing or entirely of sheet metal which defines 
the top edge of the finish material of a mansard roof and which covers the seam between this 
material and that of the roof.  Cornices are typically constructed of brick, wood, sheet metal or 
combinations of all three.  As used herein, cornices include top cornices and crown moldings. 

100.21 Tower Grove East Historic District 
That portion of the City of St. Louis described in Appendix: "Description of the Tower Grove East 
Historic District."  

100.22 Transom 
The window over the top of a door; either fixed or operable. 

100.23 Tuck-pointing 
A process of repairing mortar joints in a masonry wall, wherein existing mortar is removed to a 
prescribed depth back from the face of the masonry, after which new mortar is pressed into the 
joints and properly tooled. 

100.24 Visually Dominant Element 
An element is visually dominant if it commands, controls, or prevails the visual perception of a 
building because of its size, shape, material, or color.  It is visually dominant if its: 

a.) size occupies more than 10 percent of the visual plane of the building from a street; r 

b.) size occupies more than 2 percent of the visual plane of the building from a street and its 
shape is not aligned with the natural lines of the building to which it is attached 

c.) materials are a distinctly different appearance or texture than those to which it is attached 

d.) color is of a brightness, hue, or tone which contrasts with the brightness, hue, or tone of the 
building  

(This concept is only applied to selected, not all, elements to be added to a building. It is not 
intended to imply that nothing should be visually dominant. Some things, such as Mansards, 
should be visually dominant.) 

100.25 Wrought-Iron 
A method of manufacturing iron parts or certain building elements. The iron is heated in a forge 
and shaped while soft, either by bending or hammering. Fences and gates often incorporate 
wrought iron elements. 
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ARTICLE 2 — NEW CONSTRUCTION 
 

200 PUBLIC AND SEMI‐PUBLIC FACADES OF NEW CONSTRUCTION 
The Public and Semi‐Public Facades of new construction shall be reviewed taking into 
consideration the following: 

200.1 Site 
A site plan shall describe the following:  
Alignment 

1. New buildings shall have their Public Facade parallel to the Public Facade of the adjacent 
buildings. 

2. If a new building is to be located between two existing buildings with different alignments to 
the street or if there are no adjacent buildings, the building alignment shall be the same as 
that which is more dominant within that block on the same side of the street. 

3. If a new building is to be located on a block which is completely empty, then the alignment 
shall be that which is most dominant within the adjacent blocks or across the street. 

Setback 
1. New buildings shall have the same setback as adjacent buildings. 

2. If a new building is to be located between two existing buildings with different setbacks to 
the street, or if there are no adjacent buildings, then the building setback shall be the same 
as that which is more dominant within that block on the same side of the street. 

3. If a new building is to be located on a block which is completely empty, then the setback 
which is most dominant within adjacent blocks or across the street shall be used. 

200.2 Mass 
Mass is the visual displacement of space based on the building's height, width and depth. The 
mass of a new building shall be comparable to the mass of the adjacent buildings or to the 
common overall building mass within the block, and on the same side of the street. 

200.3 Scale 
Scale is the perceived size of a building relative to adjacent structures and the perceived size of 
an element of a building relative to other architectural elements (e. g., the size of a door relative 
to a window). 

A new building shall appear to be the same number of stories as other buildings within the 
block. Interior floor lines shall also appear to be at levels like those of adjacent buildings. 

If a new building is to be located between two existing buildings with different scales, or if there 
are no adjacent buildings, then the building scale shall be that which is more dominant within 
that block on the same side of the street. 

If the new building is on a block which is completely empty, then the building scale shall be like 
that of buildings in adjacent blocks. 
(Building height, shall be measured at the center of a building from the ground to the parapet or 
cornice on a flat roof building; to the crown molding on a building with a mansard; to the roof 
ridge on a building with a sloping roof.) 

When several buildings, or a long building containing several units, are constructed on a sloping 
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street, the building(s) shall step down the slope to maintain the prescribed height. The step shall 
occur at a natural break between units or firewalls. 

200.4 Proportion 
Proportion is a system of mathematical ratios which establish a consistent set of visual 
relationships between the parts of a building and to the building as a whole. The proportions of 
a new building shall be comparable to those of adjacent build buildings. If there are no buildings 
on the block, then the proportions shall be comparable to those of adjacent blocks. 

200.5 Ratio of Solid to Void 
The ratio of solid to void is the percentage of opening to solid wall. Openings include doors, 
windows and enclosed porches and vestibules. 

The total area of windows and doors in the Public Facade of a new building shall be no less than 
25% and no more than 33% of the total area of the facade. 

The height of a window in the Public Facade shall be between twice and three times the width.  

200.6 Facade Material and Material Color 
Finish materials shall be one of the following:  
For walls: 

Kiln‐fired brick (2‐1/3" by 8" by 3‐5/8") 
(Brick within Tower Grove East Historic District is typically laid in a running bond with 
natural grey, white or red mortar. Typical joints include concave, struck and v‐groove. Most 
brick within the Tower Grove East Historic District is red or orange with only minor 
variations in coloration.) 

Stone common to the Tower Grove East Historic District. 

Scored stucco and sandstone. 

4" lap wood siding or composition siding which appears as 4" wood siding. Vinyl siding is 
only permitted on the rear facades of buildings when brick is the primary material on the 
abutting, street visible facade 

For foundations: 
Stone, new or reused, which matches that used in the Tower Grove East Historic District; 

Cast‐in‐place concrete with a stone veneer; or  

Cast‐in‐place concrete, painted. 
Finished facade materials shall be their natural color or the color of the natural material being 
replicated. 
Glazing shall be clear, uncolored glass. 

For Storm Windows and Doors   
Exterior storm windows and doors shall be made of wood, aluminum or plastic. 
Wood shall be painted; aluminum shall be factory or field painted.  
Clear anodized aluminum is prohibited.   
Interior storm windows and screens are not regulated by these Standards.    

Storm windows and screens shall also meet the following requirements:    
The dimensions of the area of glass or screen shall be the same as the area of glass in the 
window being protected.   

The meeting rail of the storm or screen window shall be In line with the meeting rail of the 
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window being protected. Additional meeting rails are prohibited.  
(An example is an arched-head opening where meeting rails cannot cross the arch.) 

 

201 PRIVATE FACADES OF NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Materials at private Facades of new construction shall be one of those listed in 200.6 

203 NEW ADDITIONS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS 
No new additions shall be made to the Public or Semi‐Public Facade(s) except that additions 
may be made to Semi‐Public Facades occurring at the rear of buildings. 

New additions constructed at Private Facades or at Semi‐Public Facades at the rear of structures 
are subject to New Construction Standards for like facades. 
(New additions constructed at Private Facades may lengthen an adjacent Public or Semi‐Public 
Facade.) 

202 GARAGES AND CARPORTS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION 
1. Garages and carports shall be set within 10' of the alley line. 

2. Garages shall be placed directly behind the main structure and shall not be constructed on a 
side-yard 

3. Vehicular access shall only be from the alley. 

4. Garages shall be sided with 4" cover siding of wood, composition or finished aluminum, 4" 
beaded tongue and groove siding, brick or brick veneer. 

5. Garage doors shall be parallel to, and face, the alley. 

6. Unfinished siding is prohibited. For corner garages, vinyl siding is not permitted on any 
street visible façade. 

7. The mass and scale of garages and carports shall be appropriate for their use and shall not 
visually dominate the main building. 
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ARTICLE 3 — SITE PLANNING IN NEW CONSTRUCTION 
 

300 New Construction Sites 

301 Slope/Grade 
The historic slope of a yard shall not be altered at the Public Facade unless it has at some time 
been altered and is to be restored to its original configuration. Alterations are not regulated by 
these Standards unless a historic retaining wall exists. An existing historic retaining wall (stone 
or brick) shall not be removed or altered. 

301 Landscaping Walls 
Landscaping walls essentially function as fences and shall meet the following: 

1. Not sit in front of a Public Facade. 

2. Be of a height of 38" or less. 

3. Be constructed of red brick and have a limestone or precast concrete cap or be constructed 
of stone. 

302 Retaining Walls on Public Facades 
New and reconstructed retaining walls shall replicate the appearance of a historic wall. Thus, 
stone or brick may be applied as a veneer to a concrete wall if the outward appearance meets 
the visual qualities of a historic wall. 

303 Fences 
Fences are a very important part of the streetscape within historic districts. Fences can frame a 
view of an individual's property, define public versus private ownership, and act in unison with 
other fences and walls to add a sense of continuity and rhythm to the street. 

Low Fences 
Low fences are those fences with a height of 38" or less when measured from the ground. 

Low fences shall be of one of the following types: 

1. Wrought or cast iron; 

2. Treated or rot‐resistant wood picket fence consisting of posts, rails and vertical pickets 
painted or treated with opaque stain; or 

3. Chain link, but only if it is behind a Private Facade and either painted a dark color or clad 
with a dark colored vinyl. 

4. In no event shall a low fence obscure significant architectural features of a building. 

High Fences 
High fences are fences taller than 38", but less than 72" in height when measured from the 
ground. 

High fences are restricted to the following locations: 

1. At or behind the building line of a Public Facade. 

2. Private or Semi‐Public Facades 

High fences shall be one of the following types: 

1. Wood or wood composites placed vertically, if the structure of the fence will not be visible 
from the Public Facade. 



11  

2. Lattice of one consistent design, either placed at a 35 or 90-degree angle. The lattice shall be 
completely within a frame constructed of posts and rails. 

3. Wrought or cast iron. 

4. Stone or brick pillars in combination with one of the above. 

Prohibited Materials 
The following types of fences are prohibited at all Facades: 

1. All wire fences. 

2. Chain link fences, except at Private Facades 

3. Concrete block. 

304 Sidewalks and Steps 
At the Public Facade sidewalks shall be one of the following: 

1. Red brick. 

2. Cast‐in‐place concrete with an exposed aggregate finish. 

3. Bomanite or equivalent. 

4. A combination of the above. 

(The sidewalk on the street is City property, but the responsibility of property owners. Repair of 
existing brick sidewalks is preferred. If repair is not possible, or there is no brick sidewalk, cast in 
place concrete with an aggregate finish is preferred.) 

All sidewalks shall make allowances for street trees. If possible, a 3-foot tree lawn is required. If a 
tree lawn of at least 3 feet is not possible, then tree wells of at least 3 feet by 3 feet shall be 
placed at intervals determined by the City of St. Louis  

305 Landscape Lighting at Public Facades 
Landscape lighting shall not detract from any architecturally significant features of a building. 

306 Swimming Pools 
Above‐ground and in‐ground pools shall not be visible from the street. 
(Both City Health Department Code and City Building Code regulate construction and use of 
swimming pools.) 

307 Yard Structures 
The following are prohibited on Public Facades: (Yard structures at Private Facades are not 
regulated by these Standards.)  

Pre‐fabricated metal structures 

Fiberglass structures. 

Designs shall be of mass and scale appropriate to the space they occupy and be constructed of 
such materials acceptable by these Standards for new construction. 
(The City Building Code regulates construction of yard structures.) 
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ARTICLE 4 — REVIEW PROCESS 
 

400.1 Application Process 
Property constructed within a City Historic District or that is a City Landmark requires approval.  
In most instances a building permit is required by the Cultural Resources Office even though it 
may not be required by the Building Code. This is done to protect the exterior appearance of the 
building and to preserve the character of the community.  

Applicants wanting a building permit will be notified that a local historic district exists and be 
referred to the Tower Grove East Neighborhood Association (TGENA) Subcommittee for review 
and recommendation at next regularly scheduled TGENA board meeting, currently held on the 
first Wednesday of every month. The TGENA subcommittee reviews and votes then informs 
TGENA of their recommendation based on these Standards in written letter to Preservation Board. 

400.2 Proposal Requirements for New Construction 
Site Plan 
Site plan shall include the following: 
The new construction as well as an outline plan of the structures to each side of the site. 
If the setback of the new construction follows that across the street or in an adjacent block, then 
a portion of that side of the street or block shall be shown. 

Site Section 
If the new construction proposes changing the grade of the site to accommodate garages or 
other basement activities which shall be open to grade, then a "before" and an "after" grade 
shall be shown in Section at the section of greatest grade change. 

Elevations 
All Facades shall be shown and shall include an outline of any existing, adjacent elevations. 
These elevations shall be accompanied by photographs. 

Floor Plans 
Floor plans are not required by these Standards but are helpful in understanding why the 
exterior of the new construction is as designed. (Floor plans are required by City Building Codes.) 

400.3 Tower Grove East Subcommittee (TGE Subcommittee) 
The committee is a 7-member board appointed by the Tower Grove East Neighborhood 
Association (TGENA) and charged with reviewing and recommending new construction projects 
to the city for permits.  Members serve as unpaid volunteers for staggered three-year terms and 
can only serve two terms.  All members must be TGE residents. 

The committee shall consist of the following: 

o TGENA Beautification Committee Chair 

o TGENA Development Committee Chair 

o One representative from the TGE business community 

o An expert in each of these three disciplines: 
Architecture 
Historic Preservation 
Construction 

o One at-large community member  



13  

ARTICLE 5 — GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

500.1 Severability 
If any provision, sentence, clause, section, part or application, of these Standards is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality, or 
invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections, 
parts or applications of these Standards. 

500.2 Amendment 
At a minimum, these Standards will be reviewed on an annual basis by the TGE Subcommittee]. 
Any individual or entity wishing to provide comments to the TGE Subcommittee for 
consideration during this annual review must be submitted to the TGE Subcommittee in writing. 
The TGE Subcommittee will review all comments and, by a majority vote, make a 
recommendation of changes to the board.  The TGENA will vote on adoption of any proposed 
changes to these Standards. 

500.3 Waivers 
No Oral Waivers  
The TGE Subcommittee may recommend waiver of any provision in these Standards only by a 
written recommendation to the Preservation Board. 

Each Waiver for a Specific Purpose 
A recommendation for a waiver made in writing to the Preservation Board on one occasion is 
effective only in that instance and only for the purpose stated. A recommendation for a waiver 
once given is not to be construed as a recommendation for a waiver on any future occasion. 
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APPENDIX 

 
Description of Tower Grove East Historic District 
Tower Grove East general boundaries are defined generally as a large triangle, with its northern 
boundary running irregularly along  Victor and Sidney Streets on the North; Nebraska and Gravois 
Avenues on the East; Gravois Avenue (MO Route 30) on the south; and S. Grand Boulevard on the west. 
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