Consumer Council Committee 2010 Goals & Accomplishments

	GOALS
	ACCOMPLISHMENTS

	The goals are to advocate on behalf of the homeless at every opportunity we have.  

We participate in the CoC meetings to see if there are any areas we feel are not being addressed or may be overlooked.

Since the Consumer Council is comprised of homeless or formerly homeless members, we are able to bring a unique and timely perspective to the Continuum of Care that will enrich services of all the agencies.

Our future goal is to continue being the Voice of the Homeless for the City of St. Louis.
	We have completed the homeless survey that included data collection from 285 homeless individuals and have distributed the information to CoC members

	
	The Consumer Council participated in Project Homeless Connect and will be represented there this year also.  We also participated in a Press Conference dedicated to increase awareness of the CoC and member agencies.

	
	Consumer Council members completed an advocacy training program presented by Lara Pennington and have learned how to advocate in a more effective manner.  Our goal was to increase awareness of the “transportation problem” that exists among the homeless and even though we cannot say that the issue has been resolved, there is increased awareness among CoC members so there may be monetary increases in funding in the future. 

	
	We attended Winter Outreach meetings and they have been successful in getting shelter beds in place for the cold weather.  We also attempted to work with the City to help ensure the City had an Overflow Plan in place before the cold weather arrived but were not successful in this area.  

	
	Bill Gruhn has interned at St. Patrick Center and has conducted extensive research on CoC’s across the county that has been passed along to various individuals and agencies.  He has also worked with many individuals and agencies to increase awareness of poverty and homeless issues related to mental health.


