
I. Are you interested in voting by absentee? 

A Missouri voter can vote an absentee ballot if a specific reason for voting absentee applies to the voter. 

II. What are the reasons that qualify a voter to vote absentee? 

 

1. The voter will be absent from the jurisdiction where the voter is registered to vote on Election Day. 

2. The voter is incapacitated or confined due to an illness or physical disability, or the voter cares for 

someone who is incapacitated or confined due to an illness or physical disability. 

3. Religious belief or practice prevents someone from voting at his or her assigned polling place on 

Election Day. 

4. The voter is employed as or by an election authority on Election Day at a location other than the 

voter’s polling place.  Note:  This excuse does NOT apply to a campaign worker. 

5. The voter is incarcerated but otherwise is qualified to vote. 

6. The voter is a participant in the “address confidentiality program” as defined by Missouri statute. 

7. The voter is at risk of Coronavirus in that the voter is either 65 years of age or older, suffers from a 

serious heart condition, is immunocompromised, has liver disease, lives in a long-term care facility, 

has chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma, has chronic kidney disease and undergoes 

dialysis, or has diabetes. 

 

III. If one of these reasons applies to me, what are my options? 

If one of the specific reasons listed above applies to you, you can either a) apply to have a paper ballot 

mailed to you, which you would complete and then either mail it back to the Board of Election 

Commissioners (the “BEC”) using a self-addressed ballot envelope or hand deliver it to the BEC; or b) 

vote “in-person absentee”. 

IV. How do I apply to receive an absentee ballot?  

The form for requesting an absentee ballot can be found here https://www.stlouis-

mo.gov/government/departments/board-election-commissioners/documents/upload/Request-for-

Absentee-Ballot.pdf.  This application can be printed, completed, signed, and delivered by you to the 

BEC either by mail, by fax at 314-622-3378, by email sent to stlcityabsentee@stlouis-mo.gov, or in 

person by the voter or a close family member (i.e., the voter’s spouse, parent, child, grandparent, 

brother, sister, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law, or son-in-law).  Additionally a 

voter can request an application for an absentee ballot by contacting the BEC using the above 

information. 

V. When can I request an absentee ballot? 

Applications are currently being received by the BEC.  While the deadline for requesting an absentee 

ballot by mail is October 21, 2020, the BEC urges you to get the application to us as soon as possible and 

recommends we receive your request by October 1st. 
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VI. Must my absentee ballot be notarized? 

If the reason for voting absentee is either reason # 2 above (i.e., the voter is incapacitated or confined  

due to an illness or physical disability or the voter cares for someone who is incapacitated or confined 

due to an illness or physical disability) or reason # 7 (i.e., the voter is at risk of Coronavirus in that the 

voter is either 65 years of age or older, suffers from a serious heart condition, is immunocompromised, 

has liver disease, lives in a long-term care facility, has chronic lung disease or moderate to severe 

asthma, has chronic kidney disease and undergoes dialysis, or has diabetes), then your signature on the 

ballot envelope DOES NOT need to be notarized. 

If the reason for voting absentee is any of other reasons listed above, then your signature on the ballot 

envelope DOES require notarization. 

VII. How do I deliver my ballot to the BEC? 

After completing your ballot and the self-addressed ballot envelope accompanying your ballot, you may 

either mail the ballot to the BEC or you or a close relative (i.e., your spouse, parent, child, grandparent, 

brother, sister, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law, or son-in-law) can hand 

deliver your ballot to the BEC.  You or your family member will have to sign an affidavit attesting to the 

fact that either you are the voter delivering the ballot, or that the family member delivering the ballot is 

your spouse, parent, child, grandparent, brother, sister, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, 

daughter-in-law or son-in-law. 

VIII. When must my absentee ballot be received by the BEC?  

Your ballot must be in the hands of the BEC no later than 7:00 p.m. on November 3rd.  Any ballot 

received later than this, regardless of the postmark on the ballot envelope, will be rejected.  We stress 

that you mail your ballot to us as soon as possible to avoid any issues. 

IX. What if none of the specific reasons for voting absentee apply to me?  Would it still be 

possible for me to cast a vote by mail? 

Yes.  In 2020 the Missouri Legislature created the option for a voter to “vote by mail”.  While this option 

is similar to voting an absentee ballot by mail, there are several key differences: 

1. There is no need for you to provide a reason for why you are requesting a mail-in ballot. 

2. The St. Louis City BEC requires the applicant to submit a different application than the application 

used for an absentee ballot.  The application for a mail-in ballot can be found here 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/board-election-

commissioners/documents/upload/Application-for-Mail-In-Ballot.pdf. 

3. The request for the mail-in ballot must be made either in-person at the BEC or by U.S. Mail 

EXCLUSIVELY.  You cannot fax, email, or submit your application by any other means than by directly 

submitting the request to the BEC in person or by U.S. Mail. 

4. The voter’s signature on the mail-in ballot envelope must be notarized.  



5. The mail-in ballot must be submitted to the BEC by U.S. MAIL ONLY.  This means your mail-in ballot 

cannot be hand delivered to the BEC. 

The official last day to apply for a mail-in ballot is October 21st; however, the BEC asks that your request 

be made NO LATER than October 1st.  Remember, you have to allow a) time for the ballot to be mailed 

to you, b) time for you to have your signature notarized on the ballot envelope, and c) time for the USPS 

to deliver the ballot to the BEC.  Your ballot must be in the hands of the BEC no later than 7:00 p.m. on 

November 3.  Any ballot received later than this, regardless of the postmark, will be rejected.  We stress 

that you mail your ballot to us as soon as possible to avoid any issues. 

X. What can I as a voter do to ensure the BEC receives my absentee/mail-in ballot that I 

submit by U.S. Mail in time to be counted?  

 

For the upcoming General Election, the BEC is implementing a system allowing you to track your ballot 

to ensure its receipt by the BEC.  With each ballot, whether absentee or mail-in, we will mail you an 

instruction sheet informing you on how to log on to a website and track your ballot.  After you mail your 

completed ballot to the BEC, when a ballot is received by the BEC the ballot tracker will note that ballot 

as "received."  While "mail-in" ballots can ONLY be delivered by U.S. Mail, an "absentee" ballot can be 

hand delivered to the BEC.  If hand delivered, the ballot tracker will note the hand-delivered absentee 

ballot as "received." 

 

Once noted as "received," this means that the BEC has your ballot in its possession and your vote will 

count. 

 

XI. What if one of the qualifying absentee reasons applies to me but I would prefer to vote in 

person rather than through the mail.  Do I have any other options?  

Yes.  You could vote “in-person absentee.”  Voting in-person absentee means you could appear at either 

the BEC headquarters or one of the BEC satellite absentee locations and cast your ballot as if you were 

voting at your assigned polling place on Election Day.  The record of these cast ballots would be 

maintained and then tabulated on Election Day. 

XII. Where could I vote in-person absentee? 

Beginning September 22nd, the BEC headquarters located at 300 N. Tucker Blvd. will be available for in-

person absentee voting. 

Beginning October 12th, in partnership with the St. Louis Public Library, 4 “satellite” absentee locations 

will open across St. Louis.  They are: 

1. Buder Library located at 4401 Hampton Avenue. 

2. Central Library located at 1301 Olive Street. 

3. Julia Davis Library located at 4415 Natural Bridge Avenue. 

4. Schlafly Library located at 225 N. Euclid Avenue. 



 

XIII. Is there a difference between voting “in-person absentee” at the BEC headquarters versus 

at the absentee “satellite” locations? 

The only difference is that the option for a voter to complete a paper ballot will ONLY be available at the 

BEC headquarters.  Voting at the “satellite” absentee locations will be EXCLUSIVELY by touch screen 

voting machines.  If the voter wishes to vote a paper “in-person absentee” ballot, the voter will have to 

report to the BEC headquarters. 

XIV. What will be the hours of operation of the satellite absentee voting locations and on what 

dates will the satellite absentee locations be available for in-person absentee voting? 

The hours of operation of the satellite absentee voting locations will be the same as the hours of 

operation for the library.  On Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, the hours will be from 11:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; on Wednesdays and Thursdays the hours will be from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The 

satellite absentee voting locations will commence on October the 12th, and be available through 

November 2nd.  Please note, however, that on November 2nd voting will close at 4:00 p.m. 

XV. What services will these satellite absentee locations provide? 

Voters who have a qualifying reason to vote absentee will be able to vote in-person absentee using 

electronic touch screen voting machines at the satellite absentee voting locations. The option of voting 

by paper ballot WILL NOT be available at the satellite locations. 

Voters who requested to be mailed an absentee ballot can also drop these paper ballots off at the 

satellite absentee voting location.  When the ballot is delivered to a satellite location, BEC staff will 

require the person delivering the ballot to sign an affidavit attesting to the fact that either the ballot is 

the ballot of the person delivering it, or the person delivering the ballot is a close relative of the voter 

(i.e., the person delivering the ballot is a spouse, parent, child, grandparent, brother, sister, grandchild, 

mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law, or son-in-law of the voter). 

Additionally, if the absentee ballot is delivered by the voter and requires notarization, BEC poll workers 

at the satellite location can notarize the voter’s signature on the absentee ballot envelope upon 

delivery.  

Ballots that are “mail-in” ballots and not “absentee” ballots cannot be hand delivered to the BEC 

satellite locations.  “Mail-in” ballots must be delivered to the BEC by U.S. Mail only. Additionally, these 

ballots cannot be notarized by BEC poll workers. 

XVI. What are the hours of operation for the absentee voting location at the BEC 

headquarters? 

The hours for absentee voting at the BEC headquarters will be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday, beginning September 22, 2020, and continuing through November 2, 2020.  In addition, “in-



person absentee voting” will be available at the BEC headquarters on Saturday, October 24, and 

Saturday, October 31, between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

XVII. What services for absentee voters will be provided at the BEC headquarters?  

Voters who have a qualifying reason to vote absentee will be able to vote by either paper ballot or by 

touch screen voting machine at BEC headquarters located at 300 N. Tucker Blvd.  

Voters who requested an absentee ballot by mail can also hand deliver these paper ballots to the BEC 

headquarters.  When the ballot is delivered to the BEC, BEC staff will require the person delivering the 

ballot to sign an affidavit attesting to the fact that either the ballot is the ballot of the person delivering 

it, or the person delivering the ballot is a close relative of the voter (i.e., the person delivering the ballot 

is a spouse, parent, child, grandparent, brother, sister, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, 

daughter-in-law, or son-in-law of the voter). 

Additionally, if the absentee ballot is delivered by the voter and requires notarization, BEC staff can 

notarize the voter’s signature on the absentee ballot envelope upon delivery.  

Ballots that are “mail-in” ballots and not “absentee” ballots cannot be hand delivered to the BEC 

headquarters.  “Mail-in” ballots must be delivered to the BEC by U.S. Mail only.  Additionally, these 

ballots cannot be notarized by BEC staff. 

 

 

 


