City of St. Louis
Deputy Fire Chief

CITY OF ST. LOUIS
CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

CLASSIFICATION
TITLE:

Deputy Fire Chief

CLASS CODE:

2231

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES:
Under administrative direction; performs work of considerable difficulty in the administration and
supervision of City-wide firefighting and fire prevention activities; performs related work as
required.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES:
Responds to multiple alarm fires, directs all firefighting operations, and makes decisions
regarding need for additional equipment until the arrival of a superior officer; plans, assigns, and
directs the inspection and enforcement work of the Fire Prevention Bureau; inspects buildings
after fires are under control to determine origin or cause of fire, and for structural damage that
would prohibit occupancy; arranges for fire watches and siphoning operations when needed;
makes estimates of damage to buildings and contents; plans, schedules, supervises, and
reviews the work of subordinates; reviews reports submitted for accuracy and completeness;
makes periodic inspections of personnel, quarters, apparatus, tools, equipment, and records;
prepares reports of conditions found and makes recommendations; supervises water flow
hydrant tests and tests of hose, life nets, ropes, life belts, and breathing equipment; investigates
accidents involving injury to personnel or damage of equipment or property and makes reports
and recommendations; supervises and participates in giving lectures and demonstrations of fire
prevention, protection, and extinguishment; checks requisitions for supplies and materials
needed at fire stations; inspects uniforms and orders repair or replacement; assigns
subordinates to special details of funerals, parades, and large crowd assemblies; participates in
preparation of plans for division activities in event of local or national emergency; supervises
training program for rescue and survival for civilian groups; reviews and reports on the work of
fire companies at fire drills and at in-service training.

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:
Comprehensive knowledge of firefighting and fire prevention methods; comprehensive
knowledge of the operation and maintenance of modern firefighting equipment and apparatus;
comprehensive knowledge of the rules and regulations of the department; considerable
knowledge of the geography and street layout of the City; considerable knowledge of the City
building code, especially as it applies to fire prevention, firefighting, and fire safety; considerable
knowledge of modern management techniques and methods as they apply to the administration
of firefighting and fire prevention activities.
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Comprehensive skill in planning, laying out, and directing the work of a large number of
subordinates under emergency conditions and in routine work; comprehensive skill in instructing
others in fire prevention methods and techniques; comprehensive skill in commanding respect
and maintaining discipline.

August 1979

Page 2

