Resolution Number 117

Support for Early Childhood Education

WHEREAS, study after study points to early interventions as the most cost-effective way to prepare children for the
workforce and reduce crime; and

WHEREAS, early childhood education improves students’ long-term school success, leading to higher achievement test
scores, lower rates of grade repetition, fewer dropouts, and reduced delinquency; and

WHEREAS, research shows that early childhood education leads to decreased rates of incarceration and substance
abuse, fewer teenage pregnancies, higher graduation and college attendance rates, increased employment, and higher
earnings in adulthood; and

WHEREAS, health screenings such as dental, hearing, vision, and developmental screenings are critical to ensuring that
children are healthy and ready to learn; and

WHEREAS, evidence-based smoking cessation programs can decrease the prevalence of smoking among pregnant
women, which can improve health outcomes of children; and

WHEREAS, the State of Missouri currently is in the bottom third of states nationally that fund pre-Kindergarten
education; and

WHEREAS, over the past decade, the State of Missouri has reduced funding for early childhood development programs;
and

NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in our deliberations to
urge the elected officials and voters throughout Missouri to support initiatives that increase funding and coordination of
activities that include:

e Increasing access to existing quality early childhood development programs;
e Improving the quality of early childhood development programs;
e Increasing access to preventative health care and developmental screenings for children ages birth through five;

e Offering parent and family support and education concerning prenatal development, early childhood
development, numeracy, and literacy;

e Providing professional development and training for early childhood development providers;

e Increasing coordination of early childhood development programs and public information about the importance
of early childhood development; and

e Providing evidence-based smoking cessation programs for pregnant mothers.

We further direct the Clerk of this Board to prepare a copy to be mailed to the Governor of Missouri, the Lieutenant
Governor of Missouri, the Attorney General of Missouri, the Secretary of State of Missouri, the State Treasurer of
Missouri, and the State Auditor of Missouri.

Introduced on October 2™ , 2015 by:

Honorable Megan E. Green, Alderwoman 15" ward
Honorable Lyda Krewson, Alderwoman 28" Ward
Honorable Jeffrey Boyd, Alderman 22" ward
Honorable Larry Arnowitz, Alderman 12" ward
Honorable Shane Cohn, Alderman 25" Ward

Honorable Thomas Villa, Alderman 11" ward



Honorable Beth Murphy, Alderwoman 13" Ward
Honorable Donna Baringer, Alderwoman 16" ward

Honorable Carol Howard, Alderwoman 14"
Ward

Adopted October, 2" 2015 as attested by:

Donna Evans Booker Lewis E. Reed

Assistant Clerk, Board of Aldermen President, Board of Aldermen




