November 13, 2015

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District
Attn: Amy Blair
Room 529
601 E. 12th Street
Kansas City, MO 64016

Re: Letter of Support for the NGA West Facility in North St. Louis

Dear Ms. Blair,

I would like to express my support for the Next NGA West Facility moving to a location within North St. Louis (St. Louis City).

[bookmark: _GoBack]The North St. Louis site offers an urban environment for NGA employees and leverages the current federal and national initiatives already in place in St. Louis, including Strong Cities, Strong Communities (SC2), the Federal Promise Zone designation, the EcoDistricts 2015 designation, a $500,000 Choice Neighborhoods planning grant and 100 Resilient Cities.

This site offers opportunities ranging from attracting Millenials that desire urban living to reclaiming blighted areas for new development and being a catalyst for enhancement in this economically distressed community. For NGA, the North St. Louis site offers:

· Diversity of housing options for current and future employees
· High quality of life for employees with walkable neighborhood amenities, nearby public open spaces and connections to a strong bike network comprised of over 250 miles of bike lanes and greenway trails
· Proximity to downtown and institutions of higher learning, including Webster, Saint Louis University, Washington University and Harris-Stowe State University
· The least amount of impact to employees’ commutes with 2/3 of employees being Missouri residents
· Public transit and alternative modes of transportation, which support the Department of Defense’s sustainable initiatives
· Connections to three highways within two miles of the site (I-64/40, I-70 and I-44)
· Opportunities to revitalize a historic neighborhood
The presence of the NGA as an anchor catalyst will help to transform the needed development in this deserving neighborhood.  I put my full support behind this project to save jobs and tax revenue that would severely impact the City if it is lost.

A large number of partners, including myself, are committed to working together to keep the NGA headquarters within the City of St. Louis. I believe the North St. Louis site offers the best opportunities for NGA and its employees.

Sincerely,




Name
Title
Organization
E-Mail Address
